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• REGISTRATION PROCEDURES (1) Register online at  
www.selby.org or (2) in person at our Welcome Center.

• In the event that a class is cancelled by Selby Gardens, 
students will receive a full refund. Student cancellations 
made less than 72 hours prior to class time are not entitled  
to a refund nor class credit.

• Material lists are available online and can be emailed or 
mailed upon request. 

• Please visit our website for updates and additional 
information.

• Class sizes are limited - please register early. 

• Pre-Registration is required. Tuition is due with registration. 
Pay online or use charge, check or cash in our Welcome 
Center.

• Registration fees are not prorated. If you do not attend any 
portion of class, your registration fee is forfeited. 

• There are no make-up classes for students who miss a regular 
class session. 

• Proceeds from classes support the Gardens.

CLASS REGISTRATION POLICIES

ART CLASSES

Beginning Watercolor
Session I: September 9, 16 & 23 
Session II: October 7, 14 & 21 
Session III: November  11, 18 & 25
Session IV: December 2, 9 & 16 
10:30 A.M. – 2:30 P.M.
Designed to take the beginning watercolor 
student from inexperienced to comfortable 
with basic tools and techniques.  Learn 
color mixing, creating a basic palette, 
brush techniques and more. Materials list 
available.
Instructor: Carolyn Merenda
Class Fee per Session: $140 (Members $125)

Intermediate Watercolor
Session I: September 10, 17 & 24 
Session II: October 8, 15 & 22 
Session III: November  5, 12 & 19
Session IV: December 3, 10 & 17 
10:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M. 
Each three-class session focuses on 
demonstrations and a variety of watercolor 
techniques. Students with some previous 
experience will enjoy the freedom to 
experiment, create their own compositions, 
or paint along with the instructor. See 
Materials List online.
Instructor: Carolyn Merenda 
Class Fee per Session: $140 (Members $125)

Japanese Flower Arranging
October 1 • 10:00 A.M. - 2:00 P.M.
Enjoy exploring the ancient art of Japanese 
flower arranging known as Ikebana. 
Create autumn-themed arrangements 
to take home using containers and floral 
materials that are traditional to this season. 
The Zen aura of Selby Gardens adds to 
this experience, where our attention is 
nature-based. “Less is more” will be in the 
forefront of our designs. The instructor will 
bring needed materials for a fee. All levels 
are welcome.
Instructor: Marcy Chapman
Class Fee: $65 (Members $50)  
Materials Fee: $35

Asian Brush Painting
October 4 • 10:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.
Asian brush painting, also referred to as 
Sumi-e, affords students an opportunity to 
gain a deeper perception of nature and to 
explore and express the essence, or Chi, of 
a subject. Focuses for study and painting 
are abundant in the Gardens. You will enjoy 

accomplishing easily learned brushstrokes, 
using traditional Sumi-e materials, 
including sumi (ink) and rice papers, to 
create paintings related to the autumn 
season. All levels welcome. Necessary 
supplies available for fee from instructor.
Instructor: Marcy Chapman
Class Fee: $65 (Members $50) 
Materials Fee: $15 

Beautiful Butterflies & 
Friends 
October 11 • 10:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M.  
Students of all ages will enjoy this special 
workshop with Academy of Botanical 
Art Founder, Olivia Braida.  Explore 
the complexities of nature’s beautiful 
butterflies and other insect “friends”. 
Select your subject from provided 
materials and work to complete your 
drawing or painting. (Held offsite)
Instructor: Olivia Braida-Chiusano
Class Fee: $160 (Members $135)
Materials Fee: $35 (pay instructor) includes 
Beautiful Butterfly with Wings Spread, a 
small palette of iridescent paints, paper, 
and pencil. Student brings all their own 
watercolor brushes and paint supplies.

Marie Selby Botanical Gardens offers a wide variety 
of classes taught by experts in their field. Whether 
you want to brush up on your watercolor skills or 
create a scrapbook, get your hands dirty planting 
orchids or improve your photography, or even if 
you just want to start your day with relaxing yoga, 
there’s a class for you.

COMMUNITY 
CLASSES

NOTE: Admission to the Gardens is included 
on the days of your class.



C
L

A
S

S
E

S

The Art of the Quick Sketch 
in Paint
October 24 • 10:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.
Whether you are a beginner or more 
experienced painter, sketching in paint 
can be a valuable and productive exercise 
and sharpen one’s ability to “see”. This 
workshop will focus on how to capture 
the essence of your subject in paint. 
Composition, values, drawing with paint, 
and selection of essential elements will be 
addressed , as well as direct painting “alla 
prima” and color mixing. Students will do 
a series of 10 to 30 minute studies that 
can either stand on their own or serve as 
studies that can be developed into more 
finished works in the studio.
Instructor: Joyce Ely Walker
Class Fee: $65 (Members $50) 

Holiday Cards in Watercolor
November 4 • 10:30 A.M. – 2:30 P.M.
Create and reproduce your own cards in 
time for the holidays. Paint-along with Ms.
Merenda to guide you in creating a 
meaningful keepsake to share with your 
family and friends. Color print-outs will 
be provided for reference. Materials list 
available online or by request.
Instructor: Carolyn Merenda
Class Fee per Session: $65 (Members $50) 

NEW! Gyotaku Fish Printing
November 6 • 10:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.
Gyotaku is the traditional Japanese method 
of printing fish, a practice which dates back 
to the mid-1800s. This form of nature printing 
was used by fishermen to record their 
catches, but has also become an art form of 

its own. In this class using acrylic paints you 
will print a fish on a 16”x20” piece of material 
which once done you can frame or make a 
pillow cover, etc. to enjoy. You will be using 
acrylic paint, please wear old clothes.
Instructor: JoAnn Mancuso
Class Fee: $50 (Members $35)
Materials Fee: $15 (pay instructor)  

Whimsey Workshop in Ink 
and Color with Olivia Braida
November 8 • 10:00 A.M. – 5:00 P.M. 
Stretch your imagination in this 1-day 
workshop! Create an original drawing that 
demonstrates a delightful and charming 
use of plant or garden life. Incorporate 
pencil, color pencil, and/or watercolor 
mediums in creating original and whimsical 
garden characters just for the fun of it. 
(Held offsite) 
Instructor: Olivia Braida-Chiusano
Class Fee: $160 (Members $135)
Materials Fee: $25 (pay instructor) 

Capture Nature with Plein Air 
Sketching
November 8 • 10:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.
This class will include tips on traveling 
light, capturing the essence of a place by 
simplifying complex subjects, composition, 
values and color mixing. Demos will be 
followed by individual instruction, as 
students work on location in the garden. 
Small scale works will be produced which 
can stand alone or be further developed into 
larger paintings. See materials list online.
Instructor: Joyce Ely Walker
Class Fee: $65 (Members $50) 

Zen Watercolor Workshops 
One-Day Workshops: November 14, 15 or 16  
10:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M. 
Using Deborah Ross’ fun and loose Zen-
like painting techniques, capture some of 
the “gems” of Selby Gardens, including 
beautiful orchids, birds, butterflies and 
more. Register individually for one or more 
of her one-day workshops. See Materials 
List online.
Instructor: Deborah Ross 
Class Fee per Session: $65 (Members $50) each 

Nature Print Art Journal
November 26 • 10:00 A.M. - 3:00 P.M.
Join us for a fun day printing and making 
your own art journal. We will nature print 
on cardstock using the gelli plate in the 
morning and then create a one-of-a-kind 
journal using your newly printed art, 
adhesive tape and binding tape in the 
afternoon. No sewing involved. Bring 
along any nature prints on cardstock that 
you have on hand to incorporate into the 
journal.  See Materials List online.
Instructor: JoAnn Migliore Campisi
Class Fee: $65 (Members $50)
Materials Fee: $15 (pay instructor) 

Print the Gardens 
December 5 & 6 • 10:00 A.M. – 3:00 P.M. 
Draw on the incredible diversity of Selby 
Gardens’ plants as your inspiration to 
design one of a kind nature prints in this 
two-day class. Learn exciting techniques 
to transfer leaf and flower images onto 
both paper and fabric. Create natural 
art on clothing and linens the first day, 
followed by note cards and small botanical 
prints the next. No previous experience is 
necessary. See Materials List online.
Instructor: JoAnn Migliore Campisi 
Class Fee: $90 (Members $75) 
Materials Fee: $15 (pay instructor)

Orchid Impressions in 
Watercolor
December 30 • 10:30 A.M. – 2:30 P.M. 
Capture the essence of orchids using 
reference materials while painting along 
with the instructor. Open to all levels. See 
Materials List online.
Instructor: Carolyn Merenda 
Class Fee: $65 (Members $50)

HEALTH & 
DISCOVERY

Monday Yoga in the Gardens 
Session I: September 9, 16, 23, 30
Session II: October 7, 14, 21 & 28
Session III: November 4, 11, 18 & 25 
Session IV: December, 2, 9, 16 & 30 
10:00 – 11:00 A.M. 
Start your week off right by treating 
yourself to a peaceful mind/body Yoga 
experience in our beautiful Gardens. Focus 
is on alignment, breathing techniques 
and relaxation. For beginners as well as 
advanced students. 
Instructor: Michelle Roy 
Class Fee per Session: $75 (Members $55)
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Wednesday Yoga in the 
Gardens 
Session I: September 4, 11, 18, 25
Session II: October 2, 9, 16 & 23
Session III: October 30 & November 6, 
13, 20 
Session IV: November 27 & December 4, 
11, 18
9:00 – 10:00 A.M. 
Try an extra day of yoga or switch them 
out to create a peaceful mind/body Yoga 
experience in our beautiful Gardens. Focus 
is on alignment, breathing techniques 
and relaxation. For beginners as well as 
advanced students. 
Instructor: Michelle Roy 
Class Fee per Session: $75 (Members $55)

Fall Yoga Pass 
Valid September 4 through December 30 
This is an eight session registration option 
for students who want the freedom to 
come for eight sessions, but may not be 
able to attend them all in two consecutive 
months. The Fall Yoga Pass offers students 
flexibility to choose any eight of the 
scheduled yoga classes offered from 
September through December. Purchase 
Pass before September 4 online; after 
September 4, purchase in Welcome Center. 
Instructor: Michelle Roy 
Pass Fee: $150 (Members $110)

NEW! Writing about Nature- 
A Meditative Practice
November 22 • 10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.
Designed for new and experienced writers 
to learn the basic techniques of meditation 
and to apply expanded awareness to 
improve your writing and enhance your 
life. Be guided with techniques to observe 
and “see” nature in a new way and learn 
how to listen and find the “voice” of nature. 
Learn the steps writers practice to tune 
into the natural world. Whatever your 
genre, the techniques presented will enrich 
and enliven your work. No prior writing 
experience is necessary. Bring a journal 
and a pen.    
Instructor: Gail Condrick 
Class Fee: $65 (Members $55)

Release Your Creativity 
Retreat 
December 12 • 10:00 A.M. to 3:00 P.M.
Be inspired by the beauty of the Gardens 
to release your own creative muse.  In 
this retreat you will follow a process that 
choreographers use and apply it to your 
own project.  Whether you are a writer, 
painter or artist of any kind, learning these 
seven steps will inspire you to approach 
any creative project with new vision and 
passion. Whether your genre is memoir, 
journaling, poetry, fiction or non-fiction, 
the techniques presented will enrich and 
enliven your work. Join author of Walking 
the Grove, Gail Condrick for this special 
event. No prior writing experience is 
necessary.   Bring a journal and a pen.   
Instructor: Gail Condrick 
Class Fee: $65 (Members $55)
    

HORTICULTURE

Potting & Mounting Orchids
October 30 • 11:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Selby’s knowledgeable Orchid Grower will 
help you give your treasured plants a new 
lease on life! Bring an orchid to re-pot for 
an additional fee.
Instructor: Angel Lara
Class Fee per Session: $50 (Members $35)
Potting Fee: $10 average, depending on size 
of plant.

Explore Coastal Mangroves 
and Seagrass Beds on the 
Carefree Learner Boat 
November 7 • 12:30-3:00 P.M.
Explore the coastal mangroves and 
seagrass of Sarasota Bay aboard Sarasota 
High School Marine Biology Department’s 
popular floating classroom and from the 
mangroves boardwalk of Selby Gardens. 
Learn how mangroves and seagrass 
protect and nurture our local marine 
environment. Treasures of animal and plant 
life hidden under the waters will be brought 
aboard for all to see. Wear comfortable 
shoes and sunscreen. Limited to 20.
Instructors: Dr. Megan Ehlers & Capt. 
Randall Patterson and Darcy Young, 
Director of Planning and Communications 
for the Sarasota Bay Estuary Program
Class Fee: $35 (Members $25)

Kokedamo–A Different Bonsai
November  13 • 10:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.
Kokedamo, a style of Japanese bonsai, 
where a plant’s root system is simply 
wrapped in sphagnum moss and bound 
with string, transforming it into a sculptural 
art form. In this class you will take a fresh 
plant and wrap it in a clay based soil recipe 
that is designed to hold its spherical shape, 
then you will fasten moss around it. This is 
a great project that combines nature and 
art. 
Instructor: JoAnn Mancuso
Class Fee: $50 (Members $35)
Materials Fee: $15 (pay instructor)  

NEW! Plant Powered Beauty
November 20  • 10:00 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.
Start integrating more conscious beauty 
products and habits into our daily skincare 
regimes. You’ll gain a better understanding 
about what “natural” means when it comes 
to beauty and body care, and learn a 
few easy skills to be able to choose more 
mindful products. We will also review a few 
favorite “clean beauty” products, and teach 
everyone how to formulate 2 simple plant 
based beauty recipes.  All for take home.
Instructor: Patricia Ann Star 
Class Fee per Session: $65 (Members $50) 
Materials fee per session: $5 (pay instructor)

SHIBORI with Indigo Dye
December 4 • 10:00 A.M. – 12:00 P.M.
Indigo is one of the oldest dyes used for 
coloring fabrics and the one still used 
today to color blue jeans. In this class 
we will experiment with three Japanese 
manual resist dyeing techniques using 
indigo to produce beautiful blue and white 
patterns on fabric. Fabric that can be 
turned into decorative or fashion items, 
and everything needed for the dyeing 
process will be provided. Students can 
bring a t-shirt to dye too.
Instructor: JoAnn Mancuso
Class Fee: $50 (Members $35)
Materials Fee: $15 (pay instructor)
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NEW! Aromas and the Mind  
December 18  • 10:00 A.M. – 12:30 P.M.
Enhancing prospective memory in the over 
60’s through the aromatic essential oils.
Learn how to use essential oils to support 
emotional Wellness and enhance resiliency. 
Delve deeply into how stress impacts our 
health and ability to overcome imbalances. 
Learn these valuable insights and tools 
to effectively utilize essential oils. We will 
create two blends to use at home.
Instructor: Patricia Ann Star 
Class Fee per Session: $65 (Members $50) each 
Materials fee per session: $5 (pay instructor)

PHOTOGRAPHY
Adobe Lightroom
September 19 • 10:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.
This photography course is perfect for 
both the passionate photographer and 
those new to photography. Discover 
how Adobe Lightroom can improve 
your image quality, presentation, and 
professionalism. Come with your laptop, 
preloaded with Adobe Lightroom, 
available from their website. Be prepared 
to learn techniques for cropping and 
editing photos, adding effects, showcasing 
your work in slideshows, creating beautiful 
prints, and much more.
Instructor: Daniel R. Perales
Class Fee: $75 (Members $60)

NEW! Fabulous Flowers
September 26 • 10:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M. 
We will explore some unique ways we can 
take the most iconic images at Selby into 
unique representations that move closer 
to fine art than repetitive documentations 
shot by accomplished visitors over 
and over. You will be able to use these 
techniques with almost any camera 
including advanced and entry level DSLR’s, 
compact travel cameras and even your 
iPhone. Lecture will be abbreviated with 
practical at 5 work stations throughout 
Selby Gardens.
Instructor: Perry Johnson
Class Fee: $75 (Members $60)

Tripod Tuesdays
October 15, 29 or November 12 
9:00 - 10:00 A.M.
Selby is offering special access to our 
Tropical Conservatory before hours on 
three Tuesdays in conjunction with our 
annual Orchid Show. Photographers 
who register in advance for this special 
opportunity will be allowed to use tripods 
to capture images of thousands of orchid 
and other lush tropical plants. Register 
early as space is limited.
Fee per day: $20 (Members $15)

Movie Magic – Learn the Basics
October 17 • 10:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Create simple, well-shot videos for 
keepsakes and to share on social media for 
friends and family. Choose documentaries, 
biographies, stories, vacations or fun skits. 
You will learn to take advantage of the 
video features of your camera and simple 
editing software and ways of sharing 
your content. Included are basic video 
shooting, perspective, simple script & 
planning, camera features, lighting, sound, 
composition, editing. 
Instructor: Daniel R. Perales
Class Fee: $75 (Members $60)

NEW! Beautiful Botany in 
Black & White
October 23 • 10:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Black and white images are so often 
powerful because we are not accustomed 
to seeing the world in shades of grey 
rather than full color. The advent of digital 
photography as made us crave well executed 
black and white images even more color 
images dominate. We will explore how to 
identify a good color candidate for black and 
white conversion and many ways to create a 
great outcome. 
Lecture will be followed by practical at 3  
work stations in Selby Gardens with examples.
Instructor: Perry Johnson
Class Fee: $75 (Members $60)

Exposed: Behind the Scenes 
Photography
November 21 • 2:30 – 5:30 P.M. 
You and your camera will be provided 
unprecedented access to Selby’s nonpublic 
greenhouses. With your lens, explore 
row upon row of world class live plant 
specimens. This limited access class is 
scheduled to capitalize on the changing 
light of sunset. Participants will refresh 
their skills and learn new ones while 
exploring the greenhouse collection of 
plants, spaces and tools of the trade.
Instructor: Daniel R. Perales
Class Fee per session: $85 (Members $65)

NEW! Botany Images Made 
Real Simple
December 13 • 10:00 A.M. – 1:00 P.M.
Using the “Less is More” mantra we 
will explore ways to create beautiful 
and compelling images by breaking 
them down to their bare essence. This 
requires a very clear vision and much 
forethought to execute correctly, but the 
results will transform the ordinary to the 
extraordinary. This workshop includes a 
brief lecture and examples from 5 scenes 
that we will be using and experimenting 
with various techniques you can use with 
most any camera.
Instructor: Perry Johnson
Class Fee: $75 (Members $60)


