
Winter Term: Jan. 9-Mar. 3, 2023  
Ringling College Continuing Studies 
 

Stay Curious.
Stay Connected.



Dear OLLI Members,

I can’t believe we just finished fall classes, and I am writing to welcome you to our
winter semester.

The past six months have flown by, and before we know it, we will be celebrating with
family and friends the multitude of holidays – Hanukkah, Christmas, Kwanzaa, Ramadan,
Three Kings, and other holidays that take place during the winter months.

The Latin phrase carpe diem or “seize the day” has taken on a whole new meaning for
me. I am living in the moment more than I ever have, slowing down to smell the flowers
and, marveling at double rainbows. I feel a tremendous sense of gratitude for life, family,
and friends. I managed to avoid COVID-19, and while Hurricane Ian destroyed a part of my
house, my loss was minimal in comparison to those who lost everything. Both events have
changed me and made me mindful of living each day to the fullest. I give thanks for life
and the opportunity to serve my community. OLLI has become a big part of my life, and  
I believe we are going to succeed beyond our wildest dreams as we work together.

For the winter term, we received the largest number of course proposals since 2020.  
As a result, our members can choose from more than 70 courses! This is cause for 
celebration and recognition that OLLI is back, and we are making great strides toward 
revitalizing our community.

In addition to our classes, the highly successful Listening to Women and CONNECTIONS: 
Documentary Film series are returning. And we can also look forward to the Susan 
Samelson Lecture Event on Feb. 20, 2023.

In the fall term, approximately 79 percent of members registered for one or more
classes. This was incredible, and I was delighted to see so many members back in
classrooms at the Museum Campus. I believe we can register an even greater percentage
of our members for the winter term. This is where you come in.

Word-of-mouth is our best recruitment tool. If each of you reaches out to a member who
hasn’t taken classes in a while or recruits a new member, I know we can increase our
registration percentage to 90 percent or higher and grow our membership. Are you with
me and ready to make it happen?

In closing, I wish each of you a new year full of promise, renewed hope, and
positive energy.

Yours in Lifelong Learning,

 
 

Phyllis C. Brown
Stay Curious. Stay Connected. 
 
 

 

Making strides for a stronger OLLI



Arts Appreciation
iPhone Photography 
Late Bloomers: Contemporary Women Artists Who   
      Achieved Fame in Their Senior Years 
New Adventures in Street Photography 
Brick in Modern Architecture  
Seeing Yourself in Pictures: Reimagining  
      Famous Artwork    
Yves Saint Laurent: Fine Arts & Haute Couture

Arts & Entertainment  
Flamboyant Florida Films  
More Magic for the Young at Heart  
OLLI Movie Club 
Aaron Sorkin: The King of TV Dialogue 
1970s Films, Part 3 
 
Current Events & Global Affairs
World in Transition 
The Best American Magazine Writing of 2022 
Hot, Humid, Hurricanes—Let’s Move to Florida! 
Manifest Injustice: Wrongful Convictions

Economics & Finance
Advanced Investment Analysis  
Accounting Lingo Involved in Current Events 
The Fed’s Monetary Policy Toolkit  
A Beginner’s Guide to Financial Literacy

Health & Well-Being
Quiet the Mind, Relieve Stress, Find Peace  
      with Meditation    
Lives Well Lived 
Discovering Your True Self: The Source of Happiness   
Understanding Obesity from a Whole  
      Health Perspective  
Your Destiny is In Your Closet  
A Proactive Approach to Reducing Bone Loss 
Begin Now For a Healthier Brain  
Posture: It’s Essential for Health!  

History
Basic Genealogy 
Florida Maritime History  
The Battle of Gettysburg: A Turning Point in  
      American History  
Civil War Biographies 
Exploring Neighborhoods of NYC, Part II 
Wild Blue Yonder: Magnificent Men & Flying Machines  
Growing Up a Boomer in the ’50s and ’60s 
United States Vice Presidents  
The Rise and Fall of the 19th Century Presidency  
The Fascinating History of Southeast Asia 
History Thursdays 

Languages
Italian for Travelers 
Basic Italian, Part 1  

Literature
Kerouac, The Beats—Their Roads Less Traveled  
Three Giants of 19th Century American Literature 
The Quest for Karla: John le Carré 
OLLI Mystery Book Club  
The World’s Great Literature 
Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina 
Short Story Collective  
OLLI Winter Book Club  
Classic Plays of Shakespeare   
The New Yorker Magazine: Conversations 
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Staff

Dr. Phyllis C. Brown
Director 
pbrown3@ringling.edu

Sheila Reed
Assistant Director  
sreed@ringling.edu

Advisory Council

Sam Samelson 
Council Chair / Development  
and Nominating Committees 
 
Julie Cotton 
New Initiatives /  
Strategic Planning Co-Chair

Holly Freedman 
New Initiatives / 
Strategic Planning Member

OLLI 2022-2023 Academic Calendar

Term Dates
 
Winter: Jan. 9-Mar. 3, 2023* 
Spring: Mar. 13-May 5, 2023*  
Summer: May 15-July 7, 2023*   

* Note: A one-week break between terms

Meghan Burrows 
Registration &  
Operations Assistant  
mburrows@ringling.edu
 
Beverly Jennings 
Education Programs Assistant  
bjenning@ringling.edu 

Louise Gallagher
New Initiatives / Strategic Planning 
Co-Chair

Thomas Miller 
Chair Membership Committee

Mark Moulin 
Marketing / Membership Committee 

There are no classes on these dates  
 
•  Dec. 19-Jan. 1 (Winter Break)
•  Jan. 16 (Martin Luther King Jr. Day)
•  May 29 (Memorial Day)
•  June 19 (Juneteenth)
•  July 4 (Independence Day)

Melinda Whitson  
Records & Accounts Specialist  
mwhitson@ringling.edu

 

Jeff Ryder 
Chair Curriculum Committee

Jack Sukin
Chair Development Committee
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About OLLI at Ringling College
The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at Ringling 
College is a program of Ringling College of Art and
Design. OLLI at Ringling College operates year-round and 
is supported through memberships, student registrations, 
and private contributions. OLLI courses are non-credit and 
primarily based on a liberal arts curriculum. Tuition varies 
depending on course length. There are no grades and no 
tests. Courses are offered purely for the joy of learning.

Mission
The mission of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) 
at Ringling College is to enrich the lives of mature adults in 
Sarasota and Manatee counties. We provide affordable and 
outstanding educational programs and social interaction  
that covers a broad spectrum of topics that are rich in 
intellectual stimulation, interactive in scope, and worthy of 
academic consideration.

Learning Environment 
Above all else, our ultimate goal is to provide a stimulating 
and thoughtful learning experience.  
We are committed to creating an intellectually nurturing 
environment that encourages a collegial exchange of  
ideas and concepts and enables us to broaden our 
perspectives and hone our opinions. Sometimes we agree 
with others’ viewpoints; sometimes we question them and 
feel the need to present an alternative view. This honest 
give and take of scholastic discourse, tempered with  
mutual respect and an open mind, makes for a rare and 
memorable learning experience.  

Student Code of Conduct  
We all play a role in maintaining this balance of civility and 
academic freedom. Here’s how you can do your part.

• Allow others to have their say.
• Respect the rights of others to express their views.
• Listen quietly while the instructor or other  

students are speaking.
• Refrain from quarrelsome interruptions to an  

instructor’s presentation.
• Ensure cell phones are switched off or muted  

during the class.
• Comply with OLLI staff and instructor requests.

Instructor Responsibility
If a student disrupts a class, the instructor has a 
responsibility to ask the student to refrain from class 
disruptions. If the disruptive behavior persists, the instructor 
has a responsibility to ask the student to leave class. 

The definition of disruptive behavior includes not complying 
with the Student Code of Conduct. It may also include any 
behaviors or actions considered threatening, abusive, or 
inconsiderate of other students. 

A student may return to class only if they refrain from 
disruptive behavior. If the student refuses to comply, 
security will be called and the student will be escorted from 
the classroom. 

The director and the assistant director of OLLI at Ringling 
College must be notified if an incident occurs where a 
student is asked to leave the classroom.

Membership
A Gold ($85) or Silver ($25) Membership is required to 
register for a multi-session course, and or workshops.

Membership in OLLI is not transferable. Spouses or partners 
must have their own individual memberships.

Gold and Silver Memberships are non-refundable.

Registration Options
Online: Visit www.rcad.augusoft.net and browse courses. 
If you have more than one address, remember to use the 
address that is associated with the credit card you are using. 

Mail or in Person: Fill out the mail-in form. Enclose it
with your check or credit card information. You can also
drop off your form in Room 105 (Fran Mann Reception Area) 
on the Ringling College Museum Campus.

Phone: 941-309-5111

Cancellations 
If a class is canceled due to under-enrollment, students will 
receive a full refund.

Students will also receive a full refund if an instructor 
cancels a class prior to the first scheduled session.

Once a class has started, and the instructor cancels a class 
for medical or personal reasons, students will receive a 
prorated refund based on the number of classes held prior 
to cancellation. Students are expected to pay for course 
sessions they attend.

Program Information  |  Academic Policies and Procedures
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Course Refunds  
If a student drops a course before the first scheduled 
session, the student will receive a full refund. 

If a student drops a course after the first scheduled 
session, the student will receive a refund minus a 25 
percent administrative fee. 

If a student drops a course after the second scheduled 
session, the student forfeits their entire tuition. 

There are no refunds for lectures, workshops, or  
special programs. 

Guest Policy
Guests are welcome to visit two classes per semester 
on a space available basis. They must register prior to 
attending each class by calling the office 941-309-5111. 
When classes are closed (all seats filled), guests cannot 
be accommodated. A guest cannot “bump” a registered 
student from any class.  

Building Evacuation Procedures
Upon receipt of an evacuation order, all employees  
and students shall exit via the nearest unaffected  
exit. They shall proceed quickly and quietly to the 
designated evacuation relocation point for the area  
they were in at the time of the evacuation order.  
If class is in session, it is the responsibility of the 
instructor to direct their students from their  
classroom to the appropriate egress route and  
relocation point.

Contact/Mail Information
OLLI at Ringling College
1001 S. Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, FL 34236-9117 
Office hours: 8 am to 4 pm   •  Monday-Friday  
Phone: 941-309-5111 
Email: OLLI@ringling.edu 
Website: www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org 

Program Information  |  Academic Policies and Procedures

Sarasota Art Museum of Ringling College
Photo: Ryan Gamma
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Shared Interest Groups (SIGs)

Current Events and World Affairs 
Moderators: Gio Cantarella, Bruce Maggin,  
and Steve Sayer
Ringling College Museum Campus 

First and Third Tuesdays: 3-4:30 pm
(October-April) 

This long-established Shared Interest Group (SIG) welcomes 
new members interested in participating in courteous 
discussions of important subjects affecting our community, 
our country, and our world. 
 
Topics presented and discussed this past year included: 
the Supreme Court’s 2022 docket, the Innocence Project 
successes, solving the supply chain bottlenecks, a review of 
Erdogan and Turkey, China and Taiwan, facts about climate 
change, and understanding the Taliban. Discussions are 
offered and facilitated by our members. 
 
We only ask participants to acknowledge and be  
respectful of divergent views, all of which are encouraged 
by the moderators.  
 
For more information, email us at sarasotasig19@gmail.com 

Shared Interest Groups (SIGs) are open to all members 
(Gold and Silver). SIGs foster a sense of community by 
allowing members to engage with others who share a 
common interest. 

Teach for OLLI  
Our instructors are vital to the success of OLLI at Ringling College.

They help us in our mission to stimulate intellectual curiosity among 
mature learners, aged 50 and better!   

OLLI at Ringling College wants to expand its team of  
instructors. We’re also looking for new and innovative courses  
and program ideas.

If you currently teach for us and know someone who would be a good 
fit for OLLI, please send us an email at: OLLI@ringling.edu 

If you are a prospective instructor or have a new course idea, we 
encourage you to visit our website, www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org 
to learn more and submit a proposal. 

• SIGs complement and enhance classes and other 
programs offered by OLLI.

• SIGs are member-driven, not staff-driven. They are 
established, managed, and run by OLLI members.

• A SIG’s vitality depends mainly upon the active 
participation and commitment of its members. 

• SIGs do not take the place of OLLI courses.

• SIGs do not compete with or duplicate OLLI courses. 

For more information about SIGs or to complete an 
application, go to www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.edu  
(Click on Programs).
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OLLI Membership

Become a Member 
 The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at Ringling 
College is a member-based learning community serving 
adults aged 50 and older in Sarasota and Manatee counties.

Our mission is to enrich the lives of our students by  
offering intellectually stimulating high-quality educational 
programs. Students get to interact with their peers and  
form new relationships.

OLLI Offers Programs:  

Course Topics Include: 

Why Join?

• Art Appreciation
• Arts & Entertainment
• Culture & Travel
• Current Events & Global Affairs
• Economics & Finance

• History
• Health & Well-Being
• Languages
• Literature
• Music Appreciation

• Philosophy & Religion
• Psychology
• Science
• Technology 
• Writing 

SpringFall Winter Summer

200+ courses offered  
in our academic year

Engage with a community  
of dynamic lifelong learners

Lectures with  
subject matter experts

Monthly  
e-newsletters

Opportunities  
to make new friends

Volunteer  
opportunities

Participation in SIGs  
(Shared Interest Groups)

Listening to Women:  
The lecture series

Discount on course fees  
(Gold Members)

CONNECTIONS: 
The documentary film series

Tours of  
Ringling College Galleries

Discounted membership to  
Sarasota Art Museum

How to join OLLI at Ringling College: 
Call: 941-309-5111

Visit: www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org 

OLLI Member Benefits

$85 Gold $25 Silver

Gold members get early 
registration privileges, a 10 

percent discount on courses, 
lectures, and workshops, and 

$37.50 is tax-deductible 

Only members can register for  
multi-session courses 

Members enjoy a 10 percent 
discount at the Bistro

Join fellow lifelong learners virtually or on the Ringling 
College Museum Campus. Enjoy learning opportunities in 
a welcoming environment. 

Membership in OLLI is not transferable. Spouses or 
partners must have their own individual memberships.
Gold and Silver Memberships are non-refundable.

9
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New: New Adventures in Street Photography 
Course #AP151
Barry Bub
Online 

Tuesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
7 Sessions: Jan. 10-Feb. 21 
Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90 

All of life is an adventure filled with unexpected  
encounters, reactions, and consequences—likewise  
with street photography. It is an exciting, fun, and often  
a deeply-meaningful activity that raises awareness  
and enriches life. This is not a repeat of last year’s 
successful class. In this new offering, we will dig more 
deeply into the topic as we expand our skills in seeing, 
photographing, and making meaning of the images  
we create. Not strictly a photography course, sessions  
are designed to be of interest to all—including artists. 
Reviews of personal photographs and optional street 
photography walks will be offered.

New: Brick in Modern Architecture
Course #AP152
Robert Cassway
Ringling College Museum Campus 

Wednesdays: 1-2:20 pm
5 Sessions: Jan. 11-Feb. 8  
Gold Member: $76.50
Silver Member: $85 

If you are interested in modern architecture, you don’t want 
to miss this course because it’s all about brick. Brick is one 
of the oldest building materials that has been used for about 
9,500 years. This course examines the evolution of this 
ubiquitous material from ancient times to the present day. 
The course will show examples of how the world’s leading 
modern architects use brick in structural, non-structural, 
and decorative ways. Buildings designed by Frank Lloyd 
Wright, Mies van der Rohe, Le Corbusier, Louis Kahn, Antoni 
Gaudi, Paul Rudolph, Pritzker Prize winners, and other well-
known and respected architects will be discussed in class. 

Arts Appreciation

New: iPhone Photography 
Course #AP150
Alan Freedman
Ringling College Museum Campus 

Mondays: 11 am-12:20 pm
7 Sessions: Jan. 9-Feb. 27  
(Note: There is no class on Jan. 16.) 
Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90 

It is said that the best camera in the world is the one 
you have with you. With your iPhone in your pocket or 
purse, you will never miss those once-in-a-lifetime photo 
opportunities or the chance to capture a priceless family 
or vacation memory. In this class, you will learn how 
to compose and take extraordinarily good photos and 
videos, edit them to perfection, store them for convenient 
viewing, and share and print them. No photographic 
experience is necessary, just an interest in using the 
remarkable photographic tool you carry every day!

New: Late Bloomers: Contemporary 
Women Artists Who Achieved Fame in    
 Their Senior Years 
Course #AP149
Judy Levine
Ringling College Museum Campus 

Mondays: 11 am-12:20 pm
2 Sessions: Jan. 30 and Feb. 6  
Gold Member: $40.50
Silver Member: $45 

We immediately think of Grandma Moses, who achieved 
artistic greatness in her 80s, when we consider late 
bloomers. Creativity does not turn off later in life. This 
class will explore influential women artists still working 
into their 80s, 90s, and 100s. We will consider what 
keeps them creating and what are the impediments that 
stalled their artistic recognition.

Arts Appreciation
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Arts Appreciation  (cont.)

New: Seeing Yourself in Pictures: 
Reimagining Famous Artwork 
Course #AP153
Nanette Crist
Ringling College Museum Campus 

Wednesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
4 Sessions: Jan. 11-Feb. 1  
Gold Member: $63
Silver Member: $70 

View the world's most iconic paintings and sculptures from 
a different perspective. Contemporary African-American, 
female, and other artists are "flipping the script" on famous 
works of art to see themselves in the picture. Their revised 
narratives reflect the different lenses through which they 
view politics, history, and life. Join us as we explore their 
perspectives. Featured artists include Kehinde Wiley, 
Mickalene Thomas, and Kent Monkman.

New: Yves Saint Laurent: Fine Arts  
& Haute Couture 
Course #AP154
Marie-Agnès Sourieau
Ringling College Museum Campus 

Friday: 10:30 am-1:30 pm
1 Session: Jan. 20  
Gold Member: $49
Silver Member: $55 

The name Yves Saint Laurent (1936-2008) evokes an image 
of unparalleled style. Known to be a serious art collector, 
Saint Laurent created a dialogue between the arts and his 
fashion designs. Each of his seasonal collections broke the 
boundaries separating these two realms. Just as artists 
are influenced by their predecessors and the world around 
them, Saint Laurent was inspired by the aesthetics of 
paintings, sculptures, artifacts of his time, those from the 
past, and various world cultures. This workshop will show 
wide-ranging examples of the designer’s art-inspired haute 
couture and the stories behind his creations.

Arts Appreciation  |  Arts & Entertainment

Arts & Entertainment

New: Flamboyant Florida Films 
Course #AE143
Roxanne Baker
Ringling College Museum Campus 

Mondays: 1-2:20 pm
6 Sessions: Jan. 9-Feb. 20  
(Note: There is no class on Jan. 16.) 
Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90 

Florida has been the fodder of several filmmakers who 
wish to express the funky side of Florida. From The Villages 
to Vernon, we'll explore six films in both narrative and 
documentary formats. Students will receive a list of films to 
view in advance of the class. Class time will be devoted to 
lively discussion and debate. We'll talk about whether the 
eccentric nature of these films is a disservice or a benefit to 
the Sunshine State's reputation. Or are they simply art that 
entertains us?

New: More Magic for the Young at Heart 
Course #AE113
Mark Hogan
Ringling College Museum Campus 

Tuesdays: 9-10:20 am
4 Sessions: Feb. 7-Feb. 28 
Gold Member: $63
Silver Member: $70 

Whether you have taken this class before or just want to 
amaze and amuse your grandkids, family, and friends by 
performing easy-to-learn feats of magic, this class is for 
you! You can be the “cool” magician or the magician who 
teaches your grandkids astonishing magic tricks. Over this 
four-week class, you will learn the sleight-of-hand skills 
necessary to perform many basic but powerful magic 
effects with everyday objects including coins, cards, ropes, 
balls, etc. This class is both entertaining and fun. Students 
must purchase a magic kit from the instructor for $25.  
(Note: Tuition does not include the cost of the magic kit.)
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Arts & Entertainment  (cont.) 

New: OLLI Movie Club 
Course #AE144
Joseph Cucci
Ringling College Museum Campus

Tuesdays: 1-2:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 10-Feb. 28

Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95

The very best movies are released ahead of the Academy 
Awards. Students are asked to view a new movie in a theater 
or on a streaming service. Each week students will meet in 
class to discuss the film. The emphasis will be on well-rated 
foreign and independent films, with a sprinkling of notable 
popular films. The moderator will open each session with 
background information about the film’s cast, producers, 
and directors; and solicit topics that members of the class 
want to discuss. Everyone will have an opportunity to share 
their views and opinions.

New: Aaron Sorkin: The King of TV Dialogue 
Course #AE145
Diane Walsh
Online

Wednesdays: 1-2:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 11-Mar. 1

Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95

Aaron Sorkin is one of the few working scriptwriters today 
whose name draws as much attention as star actors. 
His acclaimed dramatic TV series, The West Wing, won 
26 Emmy Awards in seven seasons. Sorkin’s scripts are 
immediately identifiable for their sharp wit, snappy repartee, 
overlapping dialogue, and astutely intelligent-yet-flawed 
characters. In this course, students will learn about Sorkin’s 
creative process through the screening and discussion of 
three of his popular TV series pilots: The West Wing, Sports 
Night, and The Newsroom.

New: 1970s Films, Part 3 
Course #AE140
Jeff Ryder
Ringling College Museum Campus

Fridays: 11 am-12:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 13-Mar. 3

Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95

This is the third of a four-part course looking back at 
films produced from one of the most influential decades 
of American film history. It was a decade when the film 
industry was undergoing major changes. Young filmmakers 
like Steven Spielberg, Martin Scorsese, and Francis Ford 
Coppola, to name a few, would influence a generation of 
films. Students will be asked to view the films in advance 
of the class. In class, the instructor will provide background 
information followed by a discussion of each film.

Current Events & Global Affairs

New: World in Transition 
Course #CV108
Peter Mermin
Ringling College Museum Campus

Tuesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm 
6 Sessions: Jan. 10-Feb. 14

Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90

We will be discussing various topics relating to the current 
world situation. Optional materials for the course will be 
emailed to participants two weeks before our first class. 
The class will be conducted seminar-style, with full class 
participation. We will consider books, articles, movies, and 
personal experiences which may help us illuminate what is 
going on in today’s world. Let’s all learn from each other.

Arts & Entertainment  |  Current Events & Global Affairs
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Current Events & Global Affairs  (cont.)  

New: The Best American Magazine 
Writing of 2022 
Course #CV116
Garry Grossman
Ringling College Museum Campus

Wednesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 11-Mar. 1

Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95

Join us and be challenged, inspired, and entertained each 
week as we read and discuss some of the best articles from 
The Best American Magazine Writing 2022. Examples from 
this year’s anthology include a gripping eyewitness account 
of the Taliban’s 2021 seizure of Kabul (The New York Times 
Magazine); Ann Patchett’s powerful story of friendship 
during the pandemic (Harper’s); an examination of the 
fallibility of memory by the psychologist who testified for 
Harvey Weinstein and Bill Cosby (The New Yorker); Kristin 
Canning’s call for a change in how we talk about abortion 
(Women’s Health); and finally, “Beyond Britney” (Spears) 
examines how people placed under legal guardianship are 
deprived of their autonomy (BuzzFeed News).  

New: Hot, Humid, Hurricanes—Let's Move  
to Florida! 
Course #CV123
Richard Gelpke
Ringling College Museum Campus

Wednesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 11-Mar. 1

Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95

This course will cover the broad aspects of our physical 
environment—the atmosphere, the water sphere, and the 
surface of the Earth. For each, we will look at patterns 
across the globe. After ascertaining the “big picture” we 
will then focus on the U.S. southeast and detail the 
importance and impacts, especially on Florida. How have 
these influences played out historically and now: for the 
atmosphere—climate change; for water—water supply 
(i.e., the Everglades); for landscape—living near the ocean 
(barrier islands). There will be extensive use of graphics with 
lots of references to websites and print resources relevant 
to current topics.

New: Manifest Injustice:  
Wrongful Convictions 
Course #CV105
Rick Steinmann
Ringling College Museum Campus

Thursdays: 1-2:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 12-Mar. 2

Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95

The course will address “factually innocent” persons who 
are nonetheless convicted and incarcerated for a crime 
they did not commit. We will discuss common contributing 
factors such as mistaken eyewitness identifications, false 
confessions, forensic science problem areas, incentivized 
informants, ineffective defense counsel, and prosecutorial 
and police misconduct. Potential remedies to reduce 
wrongful convictions will be considered, as well as the 
issues that confront those who are exonerated relative to 
their re-entering society. For the course we will use the 
book When Justice Fails: Causes and Consequences of 
Wrongful Convictions, 2nd Edition, 2021, by Norris, et. al. 
Carolina Academic Press.

Economics & Finance

Advanced Investment Analysis
Course #EC108
Lauren Rudd
Ringling College Museum Campus

Tuesdays: 9-10:20 am
8 Sessions: Jan. 10-Feb. 28

Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95

This course will emphasize additional fundamental analysis 
and methodology with which to identify investment 
opportunities and test investment strategies. Emphasis 
will be placed on various research techniques. The overall 
purpose of the course is to be able to successfully select 
equities with which to build a portfolio.

Current Events & Global Affairs  |  Economics & Finance
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Economics & Finance  (cont.)  

New: Accounting Lingo Involved in  
Current Events
Course #EC120
Roman Weil
Online

Tuesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
6 Sessions: Jan. 10-Feb. 14

Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90

This series of classes uses the principles of accounting to 
explore current events—news and controversies. Students 
will learn accounting basics, accounting procedures, and 
their application in business. In addition, students will gain 
an appreciation for the implications of accounting policies 
and procedures as they apply to business transactions and 
how regulators, politicians, the media, and the courts view 
those transactions. 

New: The Fed’s Monetary Policy Toolkit 
Course #EC121
Spence Hilton
Ringling College Museum Campus

Wednesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
2 Sessions: Jan. 25 and Feb. 1

Gold Member: $40.50
Silver Member: $45

This course examines the main tools that the Federal 
Reserve uses to influence the economy, and it aims to dispel 
some common misconceptions about their use. These tools 
include traditional interest rate adjustments, Quantitative 
Easing (QE) and its reversal (a.k.a. Quantitative Tightening), 
and Discount Window operations. The course describes 
in layman’s terms, how each is implemented, how each 
is thought to be linked to the Fed’s economic goals, their 
inherent limitations, and controversies surrounding their use. 
Also discussed are the Fed’s communication strategies and 
the Fed’s control over the supply of money.

New: A Beginner’s Guide to  
Financial Literacy 
Course #EC122
Roz Goldberg 
Ringling College Museum Campus 

Fridays: 11 am-12:20 pm 
2 Sessions: Jan. 13 and Jan. 20 

Gold Member: $40.50 
Silver Member: $45 

Would you like to improve your financial literacy? If you 
answered yes, you're exactly the person for whom this 
course is designed. This two-session course will help you 
understand basic financial concepts and terminology, and 
how you can apply them in your decision-making. You will 
also explore the elements of investing and basic investment 
strategies. The class will be very interactive and fun, so 
please be prepared to participate. Bring your curiosity,  
your questions, and a pen or pencil.  

Health & Well-Being

Quiet the Mind, Relieve Stress, Find Peace 
with Meditation 
Course #HW140 
Stephen Gillum 
Ringling College Museum Campus 

Mondays: 9-10:20 am 
7 Sessions: Jan. 9-Feb. 27 
(Note: There is no class on Jan. 16.) 

Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90 

In this course, you will learn and practice mind-quieting and 
mind-observation techniques, identify the causes of stress 
and learn how to relieve it. We will discuss different styles 
of meditation, with emphasis on the actual doing, including 
meditation while walking. The approach is non-theistic and 
draws on Eckhart Tolle’s ideas and Zen silent illumination.  
Be prepared for a life-changing experience that can impart 
a deep sense of peace, help lower blood pressure, and help 
change compulsive behavior. Two texts are recommended, 
but not required for this class: The Power of Now and 
Stillness Speaks, both by Eckhart Tolle. 

Economics & Finance  |  Health & Well-Being
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Health & Well-Being  (cont.)   

New: Lives Well Lived
Course #HW153
Julie Cotton
Ringling College Museum Campus

Mondays: 1-2:20 pm
5 Sessions: Jan. 23-Feb. 20

Gold Member: $76.50 
Silver Member: $85 

What can we learn from people who have lived long 
and especially satisfying lives? The inspiring, uplifting 
and enlightening film Lives Well Lived will serve as our 
springboard to answer this question. Through additional 
films, readings, and class members’ own experiences,  
we’ll explore what characteristics are vital to living life  
in a deeply satisfying manner. We’ll also investigate how  
to bring more of these ingredients into our own lives so  
that each of us, even during our older years, can still 
experience joy and fulfillment. We will screen Lives Well 
Lived during the first class. 

 
New: Discovering Your True Self:  
The Source of Happiness
Course #HW121
Michael Bommer
Ringling College Museum Campus

Tuesdays: 1-2:20 pm
7 Sessions: Jan. 10-Feb. 21

Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90

This class will take you on an inward journey to help discover 
your true Being. Over our lifetime, we have learned to spend 
most of our time engaged in activities, relationships, and 
presenting a persona of acquired roles. Your essence—
or true self beyond the mind, body, and world—will be 
explored in this class. We will rely on readings, meditations, 
and discussions. Students will come to understand and 
experience how connecting with their true selves can lead 
to more happiness, peace, and love. The book for the  
course is You Are The Happiness You Seek: Uncovering  
the Awareness of Being by Rupert Spira.

Health & Well-Being

New: Understanding Obesity from a Whole 
Health Perspective
Course #HW149
Cheryl Brandi
Ringling College Museum Campus

Wednesdays: 1-2:20 pm
3 Sessions: Feb. 1-Feb. 15

Gold Member: $54 
Silver Member: $60  

The disease of obesity is linked to numerous chronic 
diseases and functional disabilities, and its incidence is 
rising dramatically. Achieving a healthy body weight and 
better health outcomes is about more than just eating 
broccoli and doing aerobic exercise. Obesity must be 
understood as a multidimensional chronic disease that 
afflicts millions of Americans. This three-session course 
will explore obesity as a chronic disease from a broad 
perspective that involves physical, mental, emotional, 
nutritional, environmental, and spiritual dimensions of  
health. Learning more about unhealthy weight gain and 
obesity will help people make personalized and sustainable 
lifestyle changes that will benefit themselves as well as 
those around them.

Your Destiny is In Your Closet
Course #HW103
Gail Condrick
Ringling College Museum Campus

Thursdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
4 Sessions: Jan. 26-Feb. 16

Gold Member: $63
Silver Member: $70

In this class, you will learn to create a wardrobe that is in 
alignment with who you are in your “now” body and life. Do 
you dress as a leader, artist, environmentalist, athlete or all 
of them combined? Do you love your style or are you ready 
for a change? In this course, you will learn the psychology 
of dressing and the messages your choices send, how to 
decode your closet, and analyze what you hold on to and 
why it’s hard to let go. The goal is to create a personal 
unique boutique in your closet—a place where everything 
fits, flatters, and enhances your lifestyle while having fun 
with others on the journey.
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Health & Well-Being  (cont.)   

Wellness Fridays: Topics Essential  
to Health and Well-Being
Paula Morris
Ringling College Museum Campus 
We all want to live the best possible quality of life all our 
years. In this series, you can explore clinically-proven 
lifestyle practices to access your best state of being.  
Each workshop can be taken separately and has its own 
specific focus and benefits; however, taking the whole 
series will maximize the improvements you can build upon!

New: A Proactive Approach to Reducing 
Bone Loss 
Course #HW152
Paula Morris
Ringling College Museum Campus

Friday: 10:30 am-1:30 pm 
1 Session: Jan. 13

Gold Member: $49
Silver Member: $55  

Aging puts everyone at risk for osteoporosis and fractures. 
Women over age 50 and men over age 70 are at equally 
high-risk. There is much you can do outside of drugs to 
reduce this weakening. In this workshop, you will learn 
about lifestyle factors that affect bone density and strength. 
By becoming well-informed and proactive, you can learn 
to maintain, build, and even, in some cases, return bone 
osteopenia to youthful levels.

Begin Now For a Healthier Brain 
Course #HW146
Paula Morris
Ringling College Museum Campus

Friday: 10:30 am-1:30 pm
1 Session: Feb. 3

Gold Member: $49
Silver Member: $55  

Learn the best from neuroscience and neuropsychology for 
the most effective health practices for your brain.

New: Posture: It's Essential for Health!
Course #HW151
Paula Morris
Ringling College Museum Campus

Friday: 10:30 am-1:30 pm 
1 Session: Feb. 17

Gold Member: $49
Silver Member: $55  

Your skeletal alignment affects everything: the strength of 
your bones, the health of your joints, the use or atrophy  
of your muscles, balance and fall risk, blood pressure, lung 
function, back pain, and even your mood. This workshop  
will teach you the basics of optimal alignment to keep your 
body at its best.

History

New: Basic Genealogy
Course #HS162
Susan Well
Ringling College Museum Campus

Mondays: 11 am-12:20 pm
6 Sessions: Jan. 9-Feb. 20 
(Note: There is no class on Jan. 16.) 

Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90

Are you curious about your ancestors? Join us to discover 
your family’s story and how it fits into American history.  
If you like to collect anything from stamps to antiques, you 
will love genealogy, where you search for “cousins.” You will 
learn how to find your ancestors in the U.S. Census, vital 
records, probate records, and other public and private 
sources. The class will take one field trip to the Selby Public 
Library Genealogy Collection.

Health & Well-Being  |  History
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History

History  (cont.)   

Florida Maritime History
Course #HS120
Stan Zimmerman
Ringling College Museum Campus

Mondays: 1-2:20 pm
7 Sessions: Jan. 9-Feb. 27 
(Note: There is no class on Jan. 16.) 

Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90

The script of Florida’s history is written on its waters, its 
rivers and coastlines, its inlets and shallows, and its mighty 
currents. The men and women who sailed across this  
state and left their footprints in the sands of time are the 
subjects of this course. It is tales that turn on sleeping 
sentries and a maddened gardener; tales with the imprint 
of emperors and kings, generals and admirals, heroism 
and cowardice. The course spans 16,000 years, from the 
introduction of humans to the peninsula to the Cuban 
Missile Crisis. Along the way, we’ll talk of canoe makers, 
U-boat captains, Teddy Roosevelt, and a near-crazy  
Cuban who thwarted the burning of Tampa in the Civil War. 
It is a rich, complex adventure as humans adapted to the 
nautical, geographic, political, and meteorological realities 
imposed on this unique peninsula called Florida.

New: The Battle of Gettysburg: A Turning 
Point in American History
Course #HS165
William Krause
Ringling College Museum Campus

Tuesdays: 9-10:20 am
8 Sessions: Jan. 10-Feb. 28

Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95

This course is designed as a detailed examination of the 
pivotal Battle of Gettysburg, fought July 1-3, 1863.  
We will not only discuss the details of the battle, but  
also the events that led to this battle, key leaders involved  
in the movements of both armies, controversies that  
arose from the actions on the field, and human-interest 
stories revolving around soldiers and civilians who were 
forced to endure the horrors of the battle and its aftermath.

New: Civil War Biographies
Course #HS164
Monroe Brett
Ringling College Museum Campus

Tuesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 10-Feb. 28

Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95

The age-old question: Do people create the events or do  
the events create the people? Abraham Lincoln stated,  

“I claim not to have controlled events, but confess plainly  
that events have controlled me.” This course will focus on 
famous men and women, and some not so famous, who are 
the story of America's great struggle to save the Union, and 
as a consequence—end slavery. The influence of many of 
these people ended with the battlefield victory for Lincoln’s 
Union. Others went on to establish America. For each of 
the people, our goal is to answer the question whether they 
controlled the events of this historic period or were they 
carried along in the tidal wave of history?
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History  (cont.)   

New: Exploring Neighborhoods of NYC,  
Part II
Course #HS166
Michael Sherrow
Ringling College Museum Campus

Tuesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
3 Sessions: Jan. 31-Feb. 14 

Gold Member: $54
Silver Member: $60

There are more than 200 neighborhoods in New York City 
each with its own distinctive history, architecture, and 
property types. This course will provide virtual tours of many 
of the more interesting ones, with the use of photographs, 
graphics, and maps. The instructor was a Big Apple greeter 
and led tours in person for many years. 

New: Wild Blue Yonder: Magnificent  
Men & Flying Machines
Course #HS167
Buck Beasom
Ringling College Museum Campus

Tuesdays: 1-2:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 10-Feb. 28

Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95

This course covers the development of the Allied and Axis 
air forces before and during World War II and the conduct 
of the war among the three main combatant air forces 
(Luftwaffe, Royal Air Force, and the United States Army 
Air Force). This course includes extensive images, maps, 
animations, and videos. There will be brief biographies of 
the main players on both sides, and similar “biographies” 
of the primary aircraft (some now legendary) that actually 
fought the war. This course also tries to do justice to the 
men and the women who flew those aircrafts.

New: Growing Up a Boomer in the  
'50s and '60s
Course #HS168
Gary Cross
Ringling College Museum Campus

Wednesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm 
4 Sessions: Jan. 25-Feb. 15

Gold Member: $63
Silver Member: $70

Most of us are Boomers (or nearly so), raised after 1946 
when childhood and youth dramatically changed. The 
postwar promise of prosperity often led to richer and 
more playful childhoods as parents gave their offspring 
opportunities that they had lacked, but this relative 
affluence also led to new stresses between the old and 
young. We will explore this “story” by looking back on how 
a new consumer culture changed the lives of Boomers and 
their elders. We’ll focus on toyboxes and kids’ TV shows,  
the emergence of youth-oriented pop music, and the teen 
car culture. Images and short videos will jar our memories. 
The instructor will offer brief historical insights, and you will 
have opportunities to reflect on your formative years.

New: United States Vice Presidents
Course #HS169
Ted Russell
Ringling College Museum Campus

Wednesdays: 1-2:20 pm
6 Sessions: Jan. 11-Feb. 15

Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90

Take an exciting trip through history through the eyes of  
the U.S. Vice Presidents. Many became President and all 
have unique and fascinating stories. One was charged  
with murder, one left his post to take care of his tavern,  
and one had to flee the country. All the stories are riveting 
and some unbelievable. This is a fun and enjoyable course.

History
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  History  (cont.)   

New: The Rise and Fall of the 19th  
Century Presidency
Course #HS170
Jeffrey Newman
Ringling College Museum Campus

Thursdays: 9-10:20 am
8 Sessions: Jan. 12-Mar. 2

Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95

For its first half century, America had only seven presidents. 
Some grace the currency and two are chiseled on Mt. 
Rushmore. All seven are highly prominent in the history 
books. However, the remainder of the 19th century presents 
a different story. Seventeen different presidents, many 
barely known to the public, rotated through the White  
House. Why such a drastic change? Who were the men,  
and the women, who attempted to guide our nation through 
the political minefields of that age? What were the issues 
making their tasks so challenging, and often impossible, in a 
bitterly divided nation? It was a very different time and yet, 
maybe not always so different.

New: The Fascinating History of  
Southeast Asia
Course #HS171
Paul Sarno
Ringling College Museum Campus

Thursdays: 1-2:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 12-Mar. 2

Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95

How were these 11 countries of Southeast Asia (Myanmar 
to Timor-Leste) formed? What are their ethnic and religious 
compositions? How do those compositions impact the 
chance for democracy to succeed in each country? Do 
you wonder what the impact of colonialism was on these 
countries? What is the historic influence of China and India 
on their societies? This course will attempt to answer these 
questions, and others, by examining the history of these 
countries with emphasis on the period after colonialism 
and the dynamic changes that have occurred in the region 
up to about 1970. This exploration should further a general 
understanding of the area and enhance any planned visits  
to these countries.  

New: History Thursdays
Course #HS172
Monroe Brett, Gary Scott Cross, Ted Russell,  
Michael Sherrow, and Susan Well
Ringling College Museum Campus

Thursdays: 1-2:20 pm
5 Sessions: Feb. 2-Mar. 2

Gold Member: $76.50
Silver Member: $85

Studying history helps people understand the present and 
predict the future. We often hear that history repeats itself 
in the sense that some trends and patterns seem to recur. If 
history doesn't repeat itself, then as Mark Twain suggested, 

“It rhymes.”    
Feb. 2: U.S. Grant: A New Look at His Presidency  
with Ted Russell    
Last year was the 200th anniversary of President Grant’s 
birth. In this session, we will re-examine Grant’s presidency 
and leadership skills. Over the course of history, he has 
received some negative reviews, many undeserved.  
Feb. 9: American Documents with Monroe Brett  
Documents have shaped the history of America. We 
will discuss the Mayflower Compact, the Declaration of 
Independence, the Constitution, the Gettysburg Address, 
and Lincoln's second inaugural address. Constitutional 
amendments such as the Second, 10th, and 14th are also 
involved in today's political discussions.  
Feb. 16: The Rise and Fall of Coney Island  
with Gary Cross  
The amusement parks and beach offered a festive escape 
from New York City to millions for decades after 1900. But 
like so many of its imitators, Coney Island declined after 
1960. This story tells us much about how and why America 
changed in the last century.  
Feb. 23: Andersonville Prison: The Civil War’s Impact on  
My Family with Susan Well  
In rural Georgia, the notorious prisoner of war camp 
operated for a relatively short time, incarcerating about 
45,000 men. Almost 13,000, or 30 percent died during 
the 14 months of operation. One of them was my great-
grandmother’s brother, James Brett.  
Mar. 2: Draft Riots of 1863 in New York City  
with Michael Sherrow 
In 1863, there were three days of draft riots in New York  
City. What were the causes and consequences of these 
three days of anarchy where hundreds were killed, more 
were wounded, and arson, looting, lynching, and rape  
went unchecked by an outmanned police force?

History
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Languages

New: Italian for Travelers
Course #LA114
Simona Bai
Online

Mondays: 1-2:20 pm
7 Sessions: Jan. 9-Feb. 27 
(Note: There is no class on Jan. 16.) 

Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90

When traveling to Italy, communication with local residents 
is an important key to success. In this course, you will 
learn how to speak common Italian phrases and how to 
communicate your basic needs. You will also learn essential 
skills, such as how to book a flight or a hotel room, how to 
confirm a reservation, and how to ask for directions. During 
class, you will engage in interactive exercises designed to 
help you in travel-related situations. By the end of class,
you will look forward to your Italian trip with great pleasure. 
The class textbook is: Italian Survival Guide-Revised Edition, 
Elizabeth Bingham, Ph.D.

New: Basic Italian, Part 1
Course #LA115
Simona Bai
Online

Wednesdays: 9-10:20 am
7 Sessions: Jan. 11-Feb. 22

Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90

This introductory course is for anyone without knowledge  
of Italian or those with just a basic knowledge of the 
language. The purpose is to study Italian grammar in order 
to develop reading, speaking, and listening skills. The 
course is based on everyday topics. Students will learn the 
alphabet, numbers, greetings, and common phrases. Each 
week we will add new vocabulary words as you practice 
your pronunciation skills. The small-class atmosphere will 
help you enhance your confidence to communicate with 
others. The class textbook is: Italian Now! (L'Italiano d'oggi), 
Level 1, 2nd Ed. by Marcel Danesi, Barron's.

Literature

New: Kerouac, The Beats—Their Roads  
Less Traveled
Course #LI141
Kurt Landefeld
Ringling College Museum Campus

Mondays: 11 am-12:20 pm
7 Sessions: Jan. 9-Feb. 27  
(Note: There is no class on Jan. 16.) 

Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90

This course will start with Jack Kerouac's mythic On the 
Road. Then continue with other writers who contributed 
to the “Beat Myth.” This course will show the uniquely 
American line of voice that started with Whitman and was 
extended by the Beats a century later.

New: Three Giants of 19th Century  
American Literature
Course #LI142
Teresa Carson, Victoria Frigo, and Martha Hill
Ringling College Museum Campus

Mondays: 11 am-12:20 pm
4 Sessions: Jan. 9-Feb. 6 
(Note: There is no class on Jan. 16.) 

Gold Member: $63
Silver Member: $70

Here’s an opportunity to acquaint or re-acquaint yourself 
with three giants of literature: Emily Dickinson, Henry 
David Thoreau, and Mark Twain. You will get insight into 
their personal lives and their lives as writers. The first class 
will be an introductory session on all three authors, with 
subsequent sessions featuring Dickinson, Thoreau, and 
Twain. This class will make you want to read or reread the 
works by these authors.
 

Languages  |  Literature
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Literature  (cont.)

New: The Quest for Karla: John le Carré
Course #LI143
Martha Hill
Ringling College Museum Campus

Mondays: 1-2:20 pm
4 Sessions: Jan. 9-Feb. 20 
(Note: Class meets every other week.)

Gold Member: $63
Silver Member: $70

John le Carré wrote anti-Bond espionage novels. Not 
specifically historical, they are intelligent and highly 
regarded novels about cold war intelligence. Containing little 
violence or few gadgets, they depict the internal difficulties 
of the agents wondering whether the game is noble or 
meaningful. The Quest for Karla includes three novels Tinker, 
Tailor, Soldier Spy; The Honorable Schoolboy; and Smiley's 
People. The first class will be an introduction to the series; 
students will then read the books on their own and return  
to class for discussion. The novels are satisfyingly complex  
and worthy of both literary and historical analysis. 

New: OLLI Mystery Book Club
Course #LI135
Joseph Cucci
Ringling College Museum Campus

Tuesdays: 11 am-12:30 pm 
4 Sessions: Jan. 10-Feb. 21 (Note: Class meets every 
other week; Extended class time.)

Gold Member: $63
Silver Member: $70

If you’re like millions of other people and enjoy reading 
mystery books, you’ll enjoy this casual course. The  
Mystery Book Club will read four books with one book  
being discussed for 90 minutes every other week.  
The moderator will select the first book; the other three  
will be selected by the class from a menu that will include 
books from the earliest forms of the genre to today’s 
contemporary novels. The first book to read is The Hot  
Rock by Donald E. Westlake. 

The World's Great Literature  
Course #LI140 
Robert Kendal 
Online

Tuesdays: 9-10:20 am   
8 Sessions: Jan. 10-Feb. 28

Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95

In this “shared inquiry” discussion course, join an exciting 
journey through the richness of great books from around 
the world, both classic and contemporary, fiction and 
nonfiction, and Eastern and Western. Reading exceptional 
selections from the Norton Anthology of World Literature 
(Shorter Fourth Edition), Volume 2, we will explore world 
literature from the dawn of writing to the early 21st-century. 
Shortly before the semester begins, a syllabus with specific 
readings will be issued. 

New: Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina
Course #LI129
Lawrence DeMilner
Ringling College Museum Campus

Tuesdays: 1-2:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 10-Feb. 28 

Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95

Admired as one of the greatest novels ever written, Tolstoy’s 
masterpiece recounts the story of unhappily married Anna’s 
temptation into an extramarital affair that then ends in 
tragedy. The novel’s panoramic scope takes in great social, 
economic, and moral issues, as important today as 150 
years ago. Happy and unhappy families are portrayed with  
a powerful realism that impacted literature thereafter.  
The class will consist of guided reading, background notes, 
and discussion of what makes this such a great work of 
literature. The course text is Anna Karenina (Penguin 
Classics) translated by Richard Pevear and Larissa 
Volokhonsky. There are eight sections or parts. We will 
discuss one each week in order.

Literature
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Literature  (cont.)

Short Story Collective
Course #LI116
Debbie Mackler and Thomas Miller
Ringling College Museum Campus

Wednesdays: 11 am-12:30 pm (Note: Extended class time.) 
6 Sessions: Jan. 11-Feb. 15

Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90

Love short stories? You’re not alone. Join a collaborative 
featuring six different presenters who, each week, will  
share their favorite short stories. Read the stories before 
class and come prepared to discuss and analyze the tales 
together! Story selections will be available online at    
www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org; click on “Instructor” then 

“Course Materials” and login.

New: OLLI Winter Book Club
Course #LI102
Carol Ellis
Ringling College Museum Campus

Wednesdays: 1-2:30 pm
4 Sessions: Jan. 11-Feb. 22 (Note: Class meets every 
other week. Extended class time.)

Gold Member: $63
Silver Member: $70

If you enjoy reading and discussing books, this class is for 
you. The Book Club will read four books, with one book 
being discussed for 90 minutes every other week.  
We will read two contemporary fiction, one nonfiction,  
and one classic. The instructor will select the first book;  
the other three are selected by the class. Our discussions 
will cover but are not limited to the theme, plot, setting, 
voice, character, and significance of the book. The first  
book we will read will be Horse, by Geraldine Brooks.

Literature

New: Classic Plays of Shakespeare
Course #LI144
Stuart Mushlin
Ringling College Museum Campus

Thursdays: 9-10:20 am
3 Sessions: Jan. 12-Feb. 9  
(Note: Class meets every other week.)

Gold Member: $54
Silver Member: $60

This course will engage in the discussion of character,  
plot, and historical context as well as reading aloud 
passages from some of Shakespeare's most famous  
plays. Students are asked to read each play in advance  
of the class. The first play will be The Merchant of  
Venice, followed by Richard III, and Hamlet. 
 

New: The New Yorker Magazine:  
Conversations 

Course #LI138
Alan Freedman 
Ringling College Museum Campus 

Thursdays: 11 am-12:20 pm 
8 Sessions: Jan. 12-Mar. 2  

Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95

For nearly a century, The New Yorker has been a treasured 
source of essays, fiction, cartoons, satire, poetry, criticism, 
and reportage, and its writers occupy a unique place in 
the pantheon of erudition and wit. In this class, we'll enjoy 
the magazine even more by sharing our knowledge and 
opinions on weekly selections from “Shouts & Murmurs,” 

“The Talk of the Town,” a work of fiction or non-fiction, a 
movie review, or cartoons. Prior to each week's meeting, 
you'll receive an email naming items from the prior week's 
issue to be discussed, so a subscription (either in print or 
online) is necessary. A stimulating conversation is certain! 
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Music Appreciation

Music Appreciation

New: Learn to Love Classical Music:  
A Beginner's Course
Course #MA148
Albert H. Cohen
Ringling College Museum Campus

Tuesdays: 1-2:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 10-Feb. 28  

Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95

This course is designed for people who want to learn more 
about listening to classical music. The course will help by 
explaining how to listen to a symphony, concerto, or other 
pieces. Music will be played, and its structure explained in 
order to help a new listener decipher it. Composers include 
Beethoven, Vivaldi, Bach, Brahms, Schubert, Gershwin,  
and others.

New: Influence of Classical and European 
Melodies on Hit Songs
Course #MA150
Tony Moon
Online

Tuesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 10-Feb. 28 

Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95

Over the years, most listeners of popular music have had 
little knowledge of the songwriters who wrote the hits. 
Before radio's early beginning in the 1920s, the public's 
access to new music was usually limited to either live  
events or movies. Rarely was much said about the source  
of the “hit song.” With the popularity of the singer-
songwriter, most people had completely lost interest in just 
the songwriters. In this class, you will discover and listen  
to these great songs and their creators—many of whom  
never sang a note! No doubt we've enjoyed them for years. 
Come aboard, and stay tuned.

New: When Swing Was King: 1930s Jazz  
and Its Impact on Today's Music
Course #MA151
Henry Ettman
Ringling College Museum Campus

Wednesdays: 1-2:20 pm
6 Sessions: Jan. 11-Feb. 15  

Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90

From the mid-30s well into the mid-50s, small-group and 
big-band swing became the dominant form of popular 
music in America. It spawned the first major youth culture 
in the country, a worldwide dance craze, and the worldwide 
popularity of jazz. Our course emphasizes the music and 
the bands of the period and their profound influence on jazz 
that followed. We'll also examine the social, technological, 
economic, and political forces that shaped the rise and 
the fall of swing. Archival audio and video, discussion, and 
memories of special guests will help illuminate our material.

New: Rock ‘n’ Roll Didn't Destroy Them All!
Course #MA152
Tony Moon
Online

Wednesdays: 1-2:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 11-Mar. 1  

Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95

When Rock ‘n’ Roll arrived in 1953-1954, it changed American 
Pop music forever. Big Bands, singers, songwriters, and 
music publishers were in a real quandary. “What do we 
do now with this teenage phenomenon? Our careers are 
finished.” Oh, but wait! In this class, you will discover that 
many “old school” performers and songwriters continued 
their popularity during this great music transition. Their 
careers continued despite this “disruptive” force. Join us for 
a compelling look at how musical success can be found in 
many forms, and find out who survived Rock ‘n’ Roll.
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Music Appreciation  (cont.)

New: From Titanic to Dune Film Music 
Composers From the ’90s to the Present
Course #MA153
Emanuel Abramovits
Online

Thursdays: 9-10:20 am
6 Sessions: Jan. 12-Feb. 16  

Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90

Music is a fundamental component of a film's emotional 
force. In this course, we will explore what's behind the best 
film scores of today. Anecdotes and superb audiovisuals 
will introduce us to the artistic and business aspects of the 
music of Thomas Newman (American Beauty), Hans Zimmer 
(Interstellar), Rachel Portman (Emma), Steve Jablonsky 
(Transformers), and Justin Hurwitz (La La Land). We will also 
learn about a fantastic new generation of composers who 
are allowing us to “see the films with new eyes and hear the 
films with new ears.” 

New: Opera’s Heroines: Resolute  
and Resilient
Course #MA154
Theodore Medrek
Ringling College Museum Campus

Thursdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 12- Mar. 2 

Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95

So many of opera’s female leads are victims—of toxic 
boyfriends, abusive relatives, and disease. They suffer 
beautifully for sure—but most of these “damsels in distress,” 
lack agency in their lives. Here we’ll explore operas with 
heroines who defy this stereotype to create their own  
paths, living and dying on their own terms and running the 
gamut from noble to nefarious. We’ll start with bold wife  
(and cross-dresser) Leonore in Beethoven’s Fidelio and 
end with businesswoman (and expert poker player) Minnie 
in Puccini’s The Girl of the Golden West. We'll cover seven 
operas in total. This course will give not only knowledgeable 
opera lovers new insight into old friends but also newcomers 
an introduction to several operatic masterpieces.

Philosophy & Religion

New: The Baha'i Faith: A Guide for  
the Perplexed
Course #PL109
Harvey Garver
Ringling College Museum Campus

Tuesdays: 9-10:20 am
3 Sessions: Feb. 14-Feb. 28

Gold Member: $54
Silver Member: $60

We will learn about the circumstances that led to the 
founding of the Baha'i faith in the mid-1800s. Course 
materials will include the biographies of the founder and 
other central figures along with the teachings that stem 
from the newly-revealed principle of “The Oneness of 
Humanity.” Baha'is believe that there is only one God, one 
religion, and that there is only one race—the human race.

New: Exploring Modern Dilemmas Through 
the Eyes of Jewish Tradition
Course #PL106
Susan Spector
Ringling College Museum Campus

Wednesdays: 9-10:20 am
6 Sessions: Jan. 11-Feb. 15

Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90

Is it a sin to tell a lie? How much profit can a businessman 
make? How do we balance economic development with 
concern for the environment? What is our responsibility to 
the homeless and the hungry? Who should have genetic 
testing and who should be told the results? What about 
the COVID-19 vaccine? These are some of the topics we 
will explore from the words of ancient sages to modern 
philosophers. All texts will be in English. People of all faiths 
are invited to join this class and add their thoughts as we 
explore the modern ethical dilemmas we face today. If 
students have taken this class before, new topics will  
be studied.

Music Appreciation  |  Philosophy & Religion
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Philosophy & Religion

Philosophy & Religion  (cont.)

New: Bhagavad Gita: An Ancient Text for 
Modern Life
Course #PL111 
Susan Marcus
Ringling College Museum Campus

Wednesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 11-Mar. 1

Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95

What is the nature of spiritual transformation? How do we 
win the battle of the self with the self? This eight-week 
course guides the reading and discussion of the 18 slokas 
(chapters) of the Bhagavad Gita, the crown jewel of India’s 
spiritual wisdom. The ages-old poetry speaks gracefully 
and intelligently about the pitfalls and possibilities of being 
human and shaped the vision of leaders like Mahatma 
Gandhi, Robert Oppenheimer, Carl Jung, and Hermann 
Hesse. Discover how this ancient wisdom transcends 
time to offer insight and understanding to contemporary 
foibles and follies. The instructor grounds the discussion 
in traditional yoga philosophy and engages students in 
conversation about the meaning of self and the experience 
of joy in everyday life.

New: The Spirituality of Nature
Course #PL117
Dent Davis
Ringling College Museum Campus

Thursdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
6 Sessions: Jan. 12-Feb. 16

Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90

Who doesn’t love a beautiful sunset? Or the smell of the 
salt air? Or the sound of birds? But what does it all mean? 
This course is an introductory exploration of the relationship 
between spirituality and nature. Nature has long been a 
part of the religious/spiritual landscape and continues to be 
important today for people, whether religious or not. This 
course will venture through the wide-ranging typography of 
natural spirituality, focusing on key ideas, history, and the 
people involved. We will look more deeply at the notion of 
spirituality and explore contemporary spiritual practices in a 
natural environment.

New: Spirituality and Your Identity
Course #PL112
Alan Fisher
Ringling College Museum Campus

Friday: 10:30 am-1:30 pm
1 Session: Feb. 24

Gold Members: $49
Silver Members: $55

This is a course to assist you in remembering who you really 
are. We will discuss spirituality and what it means to you. 
We are “human beings” not just “human doings.” We will 
discuss the BEing aspect of each person. We will discuss 
how your attitude and thoughts affect your environment 
and atmosphere. This is a participatory course, so we 
will have various written and verbal exercises, meditation, 
improvisation, imagination, and perhaps a video. Warning, 
this course could change your life.
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Psychology  |  Science

Psychology

New: What's Next...Stepping Into Your  
Best Self 
Course #PY137 
Kathe Crawford
Ringling College Museum Campus

Wednesdays: 1-2:20 pm
6 Sessions: Jan. 11-Feb. 15

Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90

Life is filled with change, whether we like it or not. These  
last few years have forced us to reclaim our lives and 
examine how we want to live. Are you longing for something 
new? Are you ready to make a change, but something is 
holding you back? This class is for you. Learn step-by-step 
how to create and navigate your own change, jumping from 
where you are to where you want to be. This class offers 
a practical path from start to finish. Learn to make new 
choices, set boundaries, and break through the blocks that 
keep you longing for more. Join us and embrace a new way 
of living life.

New: Release Your Inner Creative and 
Visionary in 2023
Course #PY138 
Gail Condrick
Ringling College Museum Campus

Friday: 9 am-12 pm
1 Sessions: Jan. 13

Gold Member: $49
Silver Member: $55

This workshop is designed to put you in touch with the inner 
YOU that is needed at this time in history. You will discover 
more about the personality attributes, gifts, and challenges 
of creatives and visionaries at any age. Learn how to remove 
creative “blocks,” bring your visions to form, and energize 
your passion to create. Whether you are the “artist and 
visionary” (a writer, artist, or leader), creativity is the key 
to changing the world and releasing your own superpower! 
Bring your journal, enthusiasm, and open mind, and prepare 
to be amazed at your evolving “gifts” as you work solo and  
in groups.

Science

New: A Guided Tour Through the Universe
Course #SI123
Kenneth Bechis
Ringling College Museum Campus 

Tuesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
5 Sessions: Jan. 10-Feb. 7

Gold Member: $76.50
Silver Member: $85

Fasten your seat belts for a guided tour through the 
universe. This five-session class includes Our home territory 
in space: the Sun, the Earth, and the Moon. Where did we 
come from, what is our future? Our amazing Solar System: 
new discoveries and mysteries—oceans on Jupiter's and 
Saturn's moons, thousands of undiscovered Plutos, Planet X, 
and a trip to Mars. Our Milky Way Galaxy: star nurseries and 
graveyards, other Earths, rogue planets, black holes, pulsars, 
and deadly spiral arms. The Realm of the Galaxies: galaxy 
clusters, collisions, gravitational waves, and the James 
Webb Space Telescope's journey to the Beginning of Time. 
The Great Beyond: the expanding Universe, dark matter, 
dark energy, parallel universes, other dimensions, and  
the End of Everything. Join us for this exciting and eye-
opening journey.  

New: Grey Matters: Another Chapter
Course #SI120
Alan Grindal
Ringling College Museum Campus

Wednesdays: 9-10:20 am
6 Sessions: Jan. 11-Feb. 15

Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90

This course will begin by studying how the human brain 
stores and interprets experiences and then utilizes this 
information to execute highly individualized responses. 
We will then look at more complex and less understood 
human behaviors including morality, spirituality, and gender 
preferences. We will follow a lecture and discussion format.
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Science

Science  (cont.)

New: Science Wednesdays
Course #SI108
Alex Beavers, Kenneth Bechis, Alan Freedman,  
and Dale Park
Ringling College Museum Campus

Wednesdays: 1-2:20 pm
4 Sessions: Jan. 25-Feb. 15

Gold Member: $63
Silver Member: $70

The objective of science is to gain an understanding of 
nature. This enables us to develop tools that apply nature’s 
laws to improve our daily lives. Science Wednesdays is a 
series of lectures dealing with a broad range of sciences, 
including physics, biology, health, and medicine.

Jan. 25: The History of Time with Alan Freedman
Human organization depends on being on time! Whether 
it’s cooking, navigating, rocket launching, or just showing 
up, people have checked the moon, their watch, or their 
computer. We’ll examine the history of timekeeping, from 
sundials, calendars, clocks, watches, and smartphones, as 
well as timekeeping in different cultures. Timekeeping is 
critical for navigation, farming, astronomy, and everyday life.

Feb. 1: The James Webb Space Telescope: Looking Back to 
the Beginning of Time with Kenneth Bechis
The James Webb Space Telescope (JWST) will use its 
powerful infrared cameras and 6.5-m gold-plated primary 
mirror to view objects too old, distant, or faint for the 
much smaller Hubble Space Telescope. Its mission: study 
the formation of galaxies, stars, and planets, examine 
exoplanets for biosignatures, and search for the earliest 
stars, galaxies, and black holes that formed right after the 
Big Bang. Come learn about the JWST's journey back to the 
Beginning of Time. 

Feb. 8: A Visual Journey into the Heart with Dale Park
The human heart is the engine of daily life. It is the 
only muscle in the body that never rests. How does 
this remarkable organ so reliably perform its task while 
remaining mostly unnoticed, that is, until something goes 
awry? This presentation will be a visual exploration of a 
digital living heart from the inside out.

Feb. 15: Data Visualization with Alex Beavers
A newly-emerging technology that is being adopted by 
businesses, healthcare, education, and the government is 

“Data Visualization.” It is evolving from the technologies of 
data science, machine learning, graphics arts, and virtual 
reality. The need for data visualization skills is creating tens 
of thousands of new jobs for people of all ages. This session 
will touch on key technology elements and several examples 
of how data visualization is being used now and will likely  
be used in the future.

New: How Not to Be Wrong
Course #SI124
Gary Feldman
Ringling College Museum Campus

Thursdays: 9-10:20 am
6 Sessions: Jan. 12-Feb. 16

Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90

This course takes its name from the title of a delightful book 
by Jordan Ellenberg on mathematical and logical thinking. 
The book opens with the following story. In World War II, 
planes returning from engagements had more bullet holes 
per square foot in the fuselage than in the engines. This 
led the military officials to recommend moving some of the 
armor from the engines to the fuselage, a mathematician 
advised them to do the exact opposite. This course is 
recommended for two types of students: those who do 
not understand the mathematician’s advice and those 
who do. Topics will include the presentation of information, 
probability, different types of statistics, expectation, utility, 
correlation and causation, voting systems, and chaos.
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Technology  |  Writing

Technology

New: Create Mementos with the iPad: 
Movies, Photo Books, Collages, and More
Course #TC134
Gayle Yaverbaum
Ringling College Museum Campus

Thursdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
6 Sessions: Jan. 19-Feb. 23

Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90

Have fun learning to create beautiful mementos using 
popular iPad apps. Simple photography techniques on 
your iPhone or iPad will be reviewed as well as methods to 
enhance or edit your videos and photos. You will learn how 
to design and create custom photo books, movies, collages, 
and more. Active involvement and hands-on practice will 
help you retain techniques learned in this course. Students 
must be familiar with iPad basics and bring it to class  
(fully charged) in order to apply features and enjoy the 
interactive and applied nature of this course.

Writing

Writers' Workshop 
Course #WR107
Ellen Brosnahan and Jo Schmidt 
Ringling College Museum Campus  

Mondays: 9 am-12 pm  
7 Sessions: Jan. 9-Feb. 27 
(Note: There is no class on Jan. 16.)  
Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90 

The Writers’ Workshop provides an interactive setting for 
writers to share their work and receive feedback from one 
another. In this workshop, members read five to 10 pages 
of their finished work or work-in-progress and then have it 
critiqued (not criticized) by others. Constructive feedback 
acts as a motivating factor for further revising and editing. 
Writers of all experience levels are welcome. All genres are 
embraced. This class offers a non-threatening experience 
among a group of individuals who wish to improve their craft. 

New: Memoir Plus
Course #WR111
Ronni Miller
Online

Mondays: 11 am-12:20 pm
7 Sessions: Jan. 9-Feb. 27  
(Note: There is no class on Jan. 16.) 

Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90

This is an interactive expressive writing workshop to share 
material in any genre including memoir. Exercises from 
the “Write It Out” program will stimulate feelings, memories, 
and experiences. The syllabus will suggest assignments 
or works-in-progress to orally share in class. All students, 
regardless of experience in writing, are welcome to attend.

The Art of Observation 
Course #WR115
Gail Condrick 
Ringling College Museum Campus

Tuesdays: 9-10:20 am 
2 Sessions: Feb. 7 and Feb. 14 

Gold Member: $40.50
Silver Member: $45

Calling all creatives—writers, photographers, social 
dreamers, and artists. If you love to express yourself in 
words and art or would like to learn new tips and techniques 
on how to learn this skill, “The Art of Observation” class 
is for you. This workshop includes information to help you 
deepen your relationship with the natural world to enhance 
your well-being, creativity, writing, and art to use images 
and words to transform you from a nature observer to a 
nature lover. You will refine your observation skills through 
private and group activities with other participants.
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Writing

Writing  (cont.)

New: Five Lessons Fiction Writers Can Learn 
From Hamilton  
Course #WR116
Jo Schmidt
Ringling College Museum Campus

Wednesdays: 9-10:20 am
8 Sessions: Jan. 11-Mar. 1

Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95

This interactive class offers a unique look at how to 
incorporate research and real events/people into fiction—
contemporary or historical. It brings a fresh perspective 
to how writers can use research to enhance their stories 
without overwhelming the reader with detail and backstory. 
Using details from the development of the musical, plus 
excerpts from the music, the instructor delivers five 
techniques used in Hamilton that can be applied to writing 
fiction. As a former theater professional, the instructor will 
use selections from the score and published interviews  
with the creators to illustrate how history and the life of  
a little-known founding father achieved rave reviews and 
box office magic—and it goes a lot deeper than hip-hop, 
folks! (Note: Students will be asked to take part in writing 
exercises using their own work and/or prompts for writing.)

New: Write Away
Course #WR112
Linda Ritt
Ringling College Museum Campus

Wednesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
2 Sessions: Jan. 25 and Feb. 1

Gold Member: $40.50
Silver Member: $45

In this small-group class, you will experience leaving your 
“inner editor” at home and writing with spontaneity to the 
prompts provided by the instructor. Critiquing and publishing 
are not the focus of this class. You will engage in an 
experience where you will write together for the sheer joy of 
creative and personal expression and growth. In this setting, 
you will be able to freely and safely express and awaken 
some of those brain cells that may be temporarily idling. You 
will re-energize your spirit and personal drive to use your 
sensory feelings and thoughts as we write together.

New: Writing a “Legacy Letter”
Course #WR109
Jay Sherwin
Online

Thursdays: 1-2:20 pm
4 Sessions: Jan. 12-Feb. 9 
(Note: There is no class on Feb. 2.) 

Gold Member: $63
Silver Member: $70

A legacy letter (also called an “ethical will”) is a written 
document that allows you to share your life lessons,  
express your values, and transmit your blessings to  
future generations. A legacy letter is shorter than  
a memoir, typically just a few pages. Writing one is a 
rewarding experience that creates an enduring gift for 
children, grandchildren, and other loved ones. This  
four-session online course includes discussion and  
brief writing exercises to help you examine your life  
history, explore your values, and capture important  
insights. It offers advice, encouragement, and a model 
structure to help you draft and complete your own  
legacy letter.

Writing Memoirs From Music
Course #WR117
Sandy Chase
Ringling College Museum Campus

Friday: 1-4 pm
1 Session: Feb. 10

Gold Member: $49
Silver Member: $55

Here’s your creative opportunity to tap into your playlists 
from different chapters of your life as you begin your 
journey down memory lane. In this class, you will learn 
essential strategies for writing your memoir in a structured 
environment while receiving support from fellow participants. 
We will explore research that validates the irrefutable 
connection between music and memory that is paramount 
to addressing dementia, Alzheimer's, and our overall health 
and happiness. You’ll never forget those special songs that 
will help boost your memory so you can write your memoir 
while nurturing your emotions.



What makes us smile?  

It's our members, instructors, and donors. 

Everyone plays a part in making OLLI an 

exceptional place for lifelong learning. 

Our doors are open, and we invite you to 

join in and get to know us. Come and find 

your happy place at OLLI.
 
We want to see you smile!
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Monday
 
9:00-10:20
_____ Quiet the Mind (7) HW140

9:00-12:00
_____ Writers’ Workshop (7) WR107

11:00-12:20
_____ iPhone Photography (7) AP150
_____ Late Bloomers: Women Artists (2) AP149
_____ Basic Genealogy (6) HS162
_____ Kerouac, The Beats—Roads Less Traveled (7) LI141
_____ Three Giants of 19th Century  
         American Literature (4) LI142
_____ (online) Memoir Plus (7) WR111

1:00-2:20
_____ Flamboyant Florida Films (6) AE143 
_____ Lives Well Lived (5) HW153
_____ Florida Maritime History (7) HS120
_____ The Quest for Karla: John le Carré (4) LI143
_____ (online) Italian for Travelers (7) LA114

Tuesday

9:00-10:20
_____ More Magic for the Young at Heart (4) AE113
_____ Advanced Investment Analysis (8) EC108
_____ The Battle of Gettysburg (8) HS165
_____ The Baha’i Faith (3) PL109
_____ The Art of Observation (2) WR115
_____ (online) The World’s Great Literature (8) LI140

11:00-12:20
_____ (online) New Adventures in  
         Street Photography (7) AP151
_____ World in Transition (6) CV108
_____ Civil War Biographies (8) HS164
_____ Exploring Neighborhoods of NYC, Pt II (3) HS166                       
_____ A Guided Tour Through the Universe (5) SI123
_____ (online) Accounting Lingo Involved  
         in Current Events (6) EC120
_____ (online) Influence of Classical and European  
         Melodies on Hit Songs (8) MA150

11:00-12:30
_____ OLLI Mystery Book Club (4) LI135

1:00-2:20
_____ OLLI Movie Club (8) AE144
_____ Discovering Your True Self (7) HW121
_____ Wild Blue Yonder: Magnificent  
         Men & Flying Machines (8) HS167
_____ Tolstoy’s Anna Karenina (8) LI129
_____ Learn to Love Classical Music:  
         A Beginner’s Course (8) MA148 

Wednesday 

9:00-10:20
_____ Exploring Modern Dilemmas Through  
         Jewish Tradition (6) PL106
_____ Grey Matters (6) SI120
_____ Five Lessons Fiction Writers Can Learn (8) WR116
_____ (online) Basic Italian, Pt. 1 (7) LA115

11:00-12:20
_____ Seeing Yourself in Pictures (4) AP153
_____ The Best American Magazine  
         Writing 2022 (8) CV116
_____ Hot, Humid, Hurricanes—Let’s Move  
         to Florida (8) CV123
_____ The Fed’s Monetary Policy Toolkit (2) EC121
_____ Growing Up a Boomer in the ‘50s & ‘60s (4) HS168
_____ Bhagavad Gita (8) PL111
_____ Write Away (2) WR112

11:00-12:30
_____ Short Story Collective (6) LI116

1:00-2:20
_____ Brick in Modern Architecture (5) AP152
_____ Understanding Obesity from a  
         Whole Health Perspective (3) HW149
_____ United States Vice Presidents (6) HS169
_____ When Swing Was King: 1930s Jazz (6) MA151
_____ Science Wednesdays (4) SI108
_____ (online) Aaron Sorkin: The King  
         of TV Dialogue (8) AE145
_____ (online) Rock ‘n’ Roll Didn’t Destroy  
         Them All (8) MA152 
_____ What’s Next... Stepping Into Your  
         Best Self (6) PY137

1:00-2:30
_____ OLLI Winter Book Club (4) LI102

The number in parenthesis indicates the number  
of sessions.

Gold Member registration begins Nov. 29    |    Silver Member registration begins Dec. 6 
Please indicate your choice of course(s) from the list below, then complete all information on the registration form. 

Registration Form
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Registration Form

Thursday 
 
9:00-10:20
_____ The Rise and Fall 19th  
         Century Presidency (8) HS170
_____ Classic Plays of Shakespeare (3) LI144
_____ How Not to Be Wrong (6) SI124
_____ (online) From Titanic to Dune Film  
         Music Composers (6) MA153

11:00-12:20
_____ Your Destiny is in Your Closet (4) HW103
_____ The New Yorker Magazine: Conversations (8) LI138
_____ Opera’s Heroines: Resolute and Resiliant (8) MA154
_____ The Spirituality of Nature (6) PL117
_____ Create Mementos with the iPad (6) TC134

1:00-2:20
_____ Manifest Injustice: Wrongful Convictions (8) CV105
_____ Fascinating History of SE Asia (8) HS171
_____ History Thursdays (5) HS172
_____ (online) Writing a “Legacy Letter” (4) WR109

1:00-2:30
_____ Listening to Women (6) CV138

Friday 

9:00-12:00
_____ Release Your Inner Creative  
         and Visionary 2023 (1) (Jan. 13) PY138

10:30-1:30
_____ A Proactive Approach to Reducing  
         Bone Loss (1) (Jan. 13) HW152
_____ Yves Saint Laurent: Fine Arts (1) (Jan. 20) AP154
_____ Begin Now For a Healthier Brain (1) (Feb. 3) HW146
_____ Posture: It’s Essential for Health! (1) (Feb. 17) HW151
_____ Spirituality and Your Identity (1) (Feb. 24) PL112

11:00-12:20
_____ 1970s Films, Part 3 (8) AE140
_____ A Beginner’s Guide to Financial Literacy (2) EC122

1:00-4:00
_____ Writing Memoirs From Music (1) (Feb. 10) WR117

The number in parenthesis indicates the number  
of sessions.
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Registration Form

CONNECTIONS (The Documentary Film Series) 

Eating Our Way to Extinction  •  Monday, Jan. 23  •  2:30-4:30 pm
The Last Tourist  •  Monday, Feb. 20  •  2:30-4:30 pm
     Gold Member: $12  •  Silver Member and General Admission: $15

The Amazing Career and Great Escape of Judah P. Benjamin, Lion of the Confederacy  
Wednesday, Jan. 18  •  2:30-3:30 pm
     Gold Member: $12  •  Silver Member and General Admission: $15 
Reagan's 1968 Dress Rehearsal…as a World Statesman - Friday, Feb. 3  •  10:30-11:30 am 
     Gold Member: $12  •  Silver Member and General Admission: $15 

*The Supreme Court and American History: Landmark Decisions - Tuesday, Feb. 7  •  2:30-4 pm 
     Gold Member: Free (pre-registration required)  •  Silver Member and General Admission: $15 
Having Fun, Wish You Were Here! Illustrated History of the Postcard in Florida  
Wednesday, Feb. 15  •  2:30-3:30 pm
     Gold Member: Free (pre-registration required)  •  Silver Member and General Admission: $15

What You Should Know about Medicare - Fridays, Jan. 13 and Feb. 10  •  11 am-12:20 pm
Lifelong Learning Through Travel - Thursdays, Feb. 2 and Feb. 9  •  3-4 pm
   Admission to these events are free to Gold and Silver members and General Admission guests.   
   (Pre-registration required.)

Name (as it appears on credit card) _______________________________________________________     I am a new student
Billing Address _______________________________________ City/State/ZIP _______________________________________
Phone Number ______________________________ Email Address ________________________________________________

Special Programs (No Refunds)

Lectures (No Refunds. Lectures with an asterisk are presented online).

Special Programs and Presentations

Student Information (Please Print Clearly)

Quantity:  x $  = $
Quantity:  x $  = $

Quantity:  x $  = $

 
Quantity:  x $  = $

Quantity:  x $  = $
Quantity:  x $  = $

Quantity:  x $  = $

Quantity:  x $  = $

Course Information

Photo Policy

Return Completed Forms To 

 8-Session Courses 
6 & 7-Session Courses 

5-Session Courses
4-Session Courses 
3-Session Courses
2-Session Courses
Half-Day Workshop 

OLLI at Ringling College 
1001 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34236

By registering for courses, I acknowledge that my 
photo may be taken while at the OLLI at Ringling 
College and utilized for purposes of promoting the 
OLLI. If I do not want my photo utilized, I will step 
aside when photos are being taken. 

Quantity:   x $95 
Quantity:   x $90 
Quantity:   x $85  
Quantity:   x $70  
Quantity:   x $60  
Quantity:   x $45  
Quantity:   x $55 

Subtotal = $  
Gold Membership Discount (-10%) = $  

  Top Upper Portion Total = $  

  Check (enclosed)         Credit Card (Full credit card number required. Registration system does not retain card number.) 

Visa/MC/Discover/AMEX # _______________________________________  CVV Code ____________    Exp. Date ___________ 

 
 

Method Of Payment

• Early Registration  
• 10% Tuition Discount 
• Free Lectures 
• 10% Discount at the Bistro 

Gold Member 
Benefits

Gold Membership Annual Fee: $85 = $  
Silver Membership Annual Fee: $25 = $  

  Tax-Deductible Donation = $  
 

Final Total = $  
 

Subtotal = $  

= $  
= $  

 = $  
= $  
= $  
= $  
= $  
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Listening to Women is made possible, in part, with support from 

Listening to Women

Listening to Women 2023 
Course #CV138

“Listening to Women” is a six-session series that features 
women whose innovations and accomplishments, locally and 
globally, are having an impact and influencing lives. Each 
week we will meet women who are driven by a cause and 
who have the passion and determination to have achieved 
outstanding success in a variety of fields.   
Speakers and Moderators:  
Mercedes Soler, Renée James Gilmore, Neirda Thompson-
Pemberton, Deshjuana Bagley, Jane, Sandra Frank, Jennifer 
Rominiecki, Virginia Shearer, Felice Schulaner, Patricia 
Anderson Turner, Nanette Crist, Erika Quartermaine, Helen 
Neal, Sarah Miller, Carrie Seidman, and Michele J. Hooper   
Ringling College Museum Campus 

Thursdays: 1-2:30 pm
6 Sessions: Jan. 26-Mar. 2

Gold Member: $81
Silver Member & General Admission: $90

 

THE SCHWARZTBAUM UFER GROUP 
AT MORGAN STANLEY 
 

“Optics of Storytelling When Told by  
Women Journalists of Color” 

January 26
Speakers: Mercedes Soler and Renée James Gilmore

Two seasoned broadcast journalists, in the third act of 
their careers, come together to share their perspectives 
on the current state of journalism, what it’s like to 
practice that craft as women of color, the role they play 
as communicators in community advocacy, and some 
alarming facts surrounding neighborhoods that are 
heavily populated by their families and friends. But this is 
only part of the story, you’ll also hear about their fourth 
act…and you’ll have to catch your breath! 

Harms Family 
Foundation

Mercedes Soler is co-owner of 
Solmart Media, a Spanish radio  
and digital media company in 
Sarasota. Previously, she spent 
25 years as a Spanish language 
correspondent with Univision,  
an anchor for CNN Español,  
and a columnist for El Nuevo Herald. 

She is the recipient of five Emmy Awards and  
one Peabody.

Renée James Gilmore is the 
executive producer of ABC7’s 
Empowering Voices. Her television 
program explores issues in 
communities where people are 
underrepresented, marginalized, and 
whose concerns are nearly invisible 
to privileged Americans. Social 

equity and economic empowerment are frequent themes. 
Program guests increasingly risk reprisals for speaking truth 
to power.  

 

THE SCHWARZTBAUM UFER GROUP 
AT MORGAN STANLEY 
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Listening to Women

“Cracking the Code: Robotics, Programming,  
& Loving I.T.”

February 2 
Speakers: Neirda Thompson-Pemberton  
and Deshjuana Bagley
Moderator: Jane

Two engineers and a robot walk into a school filled with 
hesitant and doubtful children. By the end of the morning, 
drones are flying, virtual reality sports stars are born, and 
excited kids are confident about pursuing majors and 
careers in science, technology, engineering, and math. 
Meet Desh, Jane, and Neirda. Together, they have over 40 
years of leading hands-on high-tech programs and loving 
I.T. Their passion extends to others, and they are making 
an impact on elementary, secondary, and post-secondary 
students in our community. Learn how these three are 
creating programmers, problem-solvers, and the next 
generation of innovators.

Neirda Thompson-Pemberton, 
an engineer, a passionate 

“STEMINIST” and founder of 
FUNducation Inc., is on a  
mission to Expose, Engage,  
and Empower our youth to be  
the “Innovators of Tomorrow” 
through education in Science 

Technology Engineering Arts Mathematics (STEAM).  
Full STEAM Ahead! 

Deshjuana “Desh” Bagley founded 
TechPlayzone® in 2005 and had 
no idea that she was introducing a 
robotics phenomenon that would 
captivate and educate thousands 
of Florida students — propelling 
her onto the world’s stage. As 
an international STEM (Science 

Technology Engineering Mathematics) advocate, TEDx 
presenter, and director of State College of Florida’s IT/
Coding Academy, Desh lives her passion daily by engaging 
others in emerging technologies.   

Jane, a humanoid robot, is a 
reminder that coding is for 
everyone. In a 2015 TEDx talk,  

“The Future of Robots,” Jane 
encouraged educators and 
administrators to move away 
from a “Dick and Jane” approach 
to computer science in today’s 

classroom. From kindergarten to college, students can use 
robotics to explore computational thinking. 
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Listening to Women

“When Vision Meets Reality: Strength,  
Leadership, Tenacity”

February 9
Speakers: Sandra Frank, Jennifer Rominiecki,  
and Virginia Shearer 
Moderator: Felice Schulaner 

Three successful nonprofit leaders talk about innovation 
and creativity as well as the challenges and joys of building 
their organizations. All Faiths Food Bank, Selby Gardens, 
and Sarasota Art Museum nourish the body and soul of our 
community by providing healthy solutions to end hunger, 
creating bayfront sanctuaries, and serving as a catalyst 
for understanding the art of our time. Bringing their own 
expertise and experience to the conversation, Sandra, 
Jennifer, and Virginia will share personal stories and 
inspirations, offer insights on moving their organizations 
forward in an ever-shifting cultural and economic 
environment, and give their visions for the future. This 
conversation is sure to engage and inspire.  

Sandra Frank has been entrusted 
with the leadership of All Faiths 
Food Bank since 2012. By building 
a strong, diverse leadership team, 
she guided the development of a 
new mission, brand and strategic 
direction, constructed new 
facilities, undertook a fundamental 

reorganization of all core processes and structure, and 
spearheaded service innovations. With an extensive 
background in healthcare and law, her commitment to 
nonprofit leadership spans almost 25 years.

Jennifer O. Rominiecki has been 
President and CEO of Marie Selby 
Botanical Gardens since February 
2015. She repositioned the 
institution as The Living Museum®, 
and has overseen the creation and 
execution of two strategic plans 
and an innovative master site plan 

for which phase one will be complete in fall 2023. In May 
2020, she oversaw the adoption of Historic Spanish Point 
as a companion campus. Previously, Rominiecki served The 
New York Botanical Garden, the Metropolitan Opera, and 
the Solomon R. Guggenheim Museum.

Virginia Shearer, Executive Director, 
Sarasota Art Museum (SAM) has 
devoted her career in museum 
leadership to catalyzing meaningful 
connections with art and artists for 
people of all ages, backgrounds, 
and experience. Under Virginia’s 
leadership, SAM is taking our 

community’s bold dream—to create a museum dedicated to 
the art of our time—into the future.  

Felice Schulaner is a retired Human 
Resources executive who served 
as the Chief Human Resources 
Officer (CHRO) of Coach Inc., 
Optimark Technologies, and Salant 
Corporation. Today, she sits on the 
boards of Planned Parenthood of 
Southwest and Central Florida, the 

Community Foundation of Sarasota, and Ruth’s List. She is 
the former Chair of the Boards of the New College Board 
of Trustees and the New College Foundation and served on 
the inaugural Board of Visible Men Academy. 
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Listening to Women

“Confronting the Issues of the Day:  
The Art of Patricia Anderson Turner”

February 16
Speaker: Patricia Anderson Turner
Interviewer: Nanette Crist

Patricia Anderson Turner does not shy away from 
controversy in her life or her art. Her award-winning 
mixed-media work reveals her passion for social justice 
as she addresses issues as varied as gun violence, white 
supremacy, and climate change. Patricia will share how 
she approaches her work and the techniques she uses 
to tell a story. She will also discuss her contributions to 
the OppArt section of The Nation news magazine and her 
collaborations with other artists to create exhibits like the 
recent “Women Take Issue.”

Patricia Anderson Turner  
explores complex socio-political 
issues in her mixed-media art. Her 
extensive travels have given her a 
global perspective and her social 
work career a local perspective. 
Turner’s art has appeared in 
museums and special exhibitions 

both nationally and internationally. Her work can be seen 
at www.patriciaturnerart.com.

Nanette Crist is a retired  
lawyer turned art enthusiast.  
While living in Punta Gorda, 
Nanette penned an arts column 
for Florida Weekly. Now a happy 
Sarasota resident, she co-leads 
public art walking tours and 
volunteers as a docent at Sarasota 

Art Museum. Nanette continues to write about art at  
www.nanettesnewlife.blogspot.com.
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Sarah Miller is a mental health 
consumer, family member, and 
advocate who serves as the Family 
Peer Navigator for NAMI (National 
Alliance on Mental Illness) Sarasota 
and Manatee counties. A certified 
recovery peer specialist, Sarah 
previously worked with NAMI Pinellas 

and the Central Florida Behavioral Health Network to expand 
youth and family support and to educate mental health care 
providers on the value of youth and family voice.

Carrie Seidman is an opinion 
columnist for the Sarasota Herald-
Tribune and the creator, writer, and 
host of the FACEing Mental Illness 
newsletter and podcast featuring 
stories from people with lived mental 
health experiences. A graduate of 
the Columbia University (NY) school 

of journalism, she has worked for The New York Times, 
Los Angeles Herald-Examiner, and two newspapers in 
Albuquerque. She is a fellow of the Carter Center for Mental 
Health Journalism and the recipient of multiple awards. 

“From Coal Miner's Daughter to the Boardroom”

March 2
Speaker: Michele J. Hooper  

Join Michele Hooper as she discusses her path from 
small coal mining town “smart kid” to business leader and 
governance expert. Growing up as the middle child of 11 
gave Michele a foundation that has served her well as 
she continues to be a leader in the boardrooms of global 
corporate and nonprofit companies. Sharing personal stories 
of her journey, Michele will discuss the role of mentors and 
champions, hot topics in the boardroom, and why it is so 
important to have both gender and racial diversity in our 
boardrooms, organizations, and communities. Michele will 
also offer her perspectives on where we are today and 
what’s in store for the future.

Michele J. Hooper is President/
CEO of The Directors’ Council, 
which consults with companies on 
board effectiveness. With 30-plus 
years of global corporate board 
experience, she is also vice chair of 
the Smithsonian National Board, and 
a board member of Black Directors 

Health Equity Agenda, Van Wezel Foundation, and Westcoast 
Black Theatre Troupe. She earned a master’s degree in 
business administration in finance and accounting at the 
University of Chicago and a bachelor’s in economics at the 
University of Pennsylvania.  

Listening to Women

“From Adversity to Advocacy: Changing  
the Mental Health Landscape”

February 23
Speakers: Erika Quartermaine, Helen Neal, and Sarah Miller
Moderator: Carrie Seidman

Four accomplished Sarasota women share the life 
experiences that catalyzed their professional goals to 
expand support for individuals dealing with mental health 
conditions and trauma. One is a judge who helped create and 
oversee jail diversion programs for offenders who committed 
crimes as a result of their mental health challenges. One is 
a domestic violence survivor whose own recovery became 
the foundation for helping others heal from emotional 
trauma and build new lives. Two presenters have personal 
and familial experiences that crystallized their commitment 
to mental health advocacy; one is a peer counselor and 
family navigator for a nonprofit organization, and one is a 
newspaper journalist and podcast producer.

Erika Quartermaine is a Sarasota 
County Judge in the 12th Judicial 
Circuit’s criminal and civil divisions.  
A proponent of problem-solving 
courts, she oversees programs 
for offenders whose mental 
health conditions have led to the 
commission of crimes. Her work 

with “Turn Your Life Around Court” is for those charged with 
prostitution and related crimes, often as a result of human 
trafficking. She is on the board of Second Heart Homes, 
providing housing and support for individuals experiencing 
mental illness.

Helen Neal is a Level II Certified 
Trauma Specialist, minister, 
motivational speaker, facilitator, and 
author. Through her company, Life 
Changing Consulting & Associates, 
she has helped hundreds of clients 
heal from trauma by sharing her life 
story and path to recovery.  

She works as a trauma healing specialist through Sarasota 
Strong, Women’s Resource Center, Center for Religious 
Tolerance, and Sarasota Housing Authority, among others. 
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CONNECTIONS

CONNECTIONS has been a vital part of OLLI’s program 
offerings since 2017 when we were known as the Ringling 
College Lifelong Learning Academy. The communal  
viewing experience offers our students the opportunity  
to connect to many of today's pressing global issues  
via the penetrating perspectives of contemporary  
films. After watching a film together, students can  
engage in a facilitator-led conversation about the film's 
content and impact, which forges deeper learning and 
social connections. 

As the name CONNECTIONS implies, the themes for our 
films showcase the connections humans have with each 
other, with our physical world (including technology), and 
with other species that share our planet. CONNECTIONS 
is offered in our fall, winter, and spring terms, with two  
films in each term for a total of six per year. 

Gold Member: $12 
Silver Member and General Admission: $15

Julie Cotton, a member of the 
OLLI Advisory Council’s Strategic 
Program Planning Committee, 
is the coordinator and host of 
this series. Julie has a doctorate 
in human development and is a 
former organizational consultant 
and executive coach. She is an 

aficionado of documentary films and a skilled facilitator  
of group conversations.

Eating Our Way to Extinction (2021) 
Film #FS118 
Ringling College Museum Campus
80 minutes   •   Monday, Jan. 23   •   2:30-4:30 pm

Most of us have never thought about whether 
what we eat has an impact on the ecosystem 
of our planet. This film, narrated by Kate 
Winslet, takes a good, hard look at why we 
should. Eating Our Way to Extinction takes 
us on a cinematic journey around the world, 
from the depths of the Amazon rain forests 
to the Taiwanese mountains, the Mongolian 

desert, the U.S. Dust Bowl, the Norwegian fjords, and the 
Scottish coastlines. 

Leading scientists, augmented by poignant accounts from 
indigenous people most affected by these threats, illustrate 
the growing peril to our planet caused by how we produce 
food. This powerful film sends a simple but impactful message 
by uncovering hard truths and addressing the very real 
possibility of ecological collapse. Both confrontational and 
entertaining, it asks us to question the impact of our everyday 
food choices and ends with a message of hope that will 
empower all who take this message to heart.

The Last Tourist  (2021)
Film #FS119
Ringling College Museum Campus
100 minutes   •   Monday, Feb. 20   •   2:30-4:30 pm

The Last Tourist examines the effects of 
mass tourism on our planet. Eighty percent 
of the world’s countries consider tourism 
a top revenue generator. Compared to the 
1950s when there were on average 25 million 
international trips taken per year, today it’s 
more like 1.3 billion. One in 10 jobs globally 

are connected to travel and tourism, which brings $8.8 trillion 
to the global economy. Yet only 14 percent of dollars spent in a 
visited country typically stay in that country. And this happens 
everywhere, from Thailand to Ecuador and Kenya to Mexico.  
Mass tourism also puts immense strain on environments, 
extracts resources from local communities, and often 
shuts them out completely. With little or no connection to 
local residents and businesses, all too frequently there is a 
profound lack of local economic benefit. As the film makes 
clear, travel itself is not the problem. It’s the way we travel, 
the sheer numbers of us who do so, and the competition for 
profits among travel operators with little regard for many of 
the people and places they are exploiting. If you plan to travel 
outside the U.S., this film will definitely give you plenty to  
think about.
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Lectures

The Amazing Career and Great Escape of 
Judah P. Benjamin, Lion of the Confederacy 

Lecture #LC166
Liz Coursen 
Ringling College Museum Campus 

Wednesday, Jan. 18   
2:30-3:30 pm 

Gold Member: $12 
Silver Member and General Admission: $15 

As the Confederacy crumbled, its officers scrambled to 
evade capture by Union troops. No one "scrambled" with 
more success than Judah P. Benjamin, Secretary of State of 
the Confederacy, and close friend of its president, Jefferson 
Davis. Through a series of bizarre events—including 
dressing as a woman and hiding under a wagon load of 
freshly slaughtered cattle—Benjamin made his way through 
Florida, with stops in Englewood, Sarasota, and the Florida 
Keys, before his eventual escape to England, where his 
amazing career took even more unexpected twists and turns. 

Join Liz Coursen as she traces the unbelievable tale of 
Judah P. Benjamin, the highest-ranking Jewish politician on 
either the Confederate or Union side of the Civil War. 

Having Fun, Wish You Were Here! Illustrated 
History of the Postcard in Florida
Lecture #LC157
Liz Coursen
Ringling College Museum Campus

Wednesday, Feb. 15  
2:30-3:30 pm

Gold Member: Free (pre-registration required)
Silver Member and General Admission: $15

Come take an exciting trip—a trip back in time—from the 
days when Florida was a backwoods swamp in the early 
1900s through its transformation into a vacation paradise 
in the 1950s. Join Sarasota editor and veteran postcard 
collector Liz Coursen as she illustrates how Florida 
progressed from ox carts to Streamliners, from alligator-
infested waterways to bathing beauties cavorting on the 
beach, using wonderful museum-quality postcards to tell 
the tale.

Liz Coursen, an award-winning 
author, editor, and publisher, grew 
up bouncing between Sarasota and 
Brunswick, Maine. Liz graduated 
from Emory University, where she 
started a lawn care business and 
played ice hockey all four years – 
as the only girl on the team. Liz 

has lectured about American English best practices from 
Miami to Mumbai. Her small-press publishing company, 
OrangeBlossomPublishing.com, has published award-
winning autobiography/memoir, poetry, short stories, and 
how-to books.
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Reagan's 1968 Dress Rehearsal:  
Ike, RFK, and Reagan's Emergence  
as a World Statesman
Lecture #LC164
Gene Kopelson
Ringling College Museum Campus

Friday, Feb. 3
10:30-11:30 am

Gold Member: $12
Silver Member and General Admission: $15

Gene Kopelson, Reagan historian and author, tells the 
inspiring, never-before-told history of Ronald Reagan's first 
quest for the presidency in the late 1960s. Reagan's goal 
was to prevent a Nixon first-ballot victory as many delegates 
couldn't wait to vote for Reagan on the second ballot. 
Kopelson's presentation features audio clips of presidential 
candidate, and later president Reagan discussing the critical 
importance of Eisenhower's mentorship in world affairs 
(Vietnam, and much more), which extended through the end 
of Reagan's presidency and beyond. For more information, 
visit www.genekopelson.com.
 

Gene Kopelson is the  
president of the Florida Gulf  
Coast Chapter of the International 
Churchill Society, national  
trustee of the Theodore  
Roosevelt Association,  
Reagan Roundtable Scholar  
at the Ronald Reagan Presidential 

Library's Ronald Reagan Institute, and a Holocaust educator. 

Lectures

The Supreme Court and American History: 
Landmark Decisions That Changed the 
Nation’s Course 
Lecture #LC165
Michael Scheibach
Online 

Tuesday, Feb. 7
2:30-4 pm  

Gold Member: Free (pre-registration required)
Silver Member and General Admission: $15

The Supreme Court, through its landmark decisions, has 
played a major role in determining the course of American 
history, as we are witnessing now after the 2022 decisions 
to overturn Roe v. Wade granting women the right to choose 
to have a legal abortion. Such decisions as Dred Scott v. 
Sandford in 1857, declaring that African Americans could 
never be American citizens and upholding slavery; Plessy 
v. Ferguson in 1896 upholding “separate but equal” and Jim 
Crow laws; Korematsu v. United States in 1944 upholding 
the exclusion of Japanese Americans from the West Coast 
Military Area during World War II; and the more recent Bush 
v. Gore in 2000, which ended the recounting of votes in 
the presidential election, have had a tremendous impact 
on American society. This presentation discusses these 
and other consequential and controversial decisions of the 
Supreme Court from the early 1800s to today.

Dr. Michael Scheibach is an
independent scholar who specializes 
in the history of the early Cold War 
(1945-1965). He is the author of five 
books on the impact of the atomic 
bomb on American society in the 
1950s. He received his doctorate in
American studies from the University 

of Kansas and taught for several years as an adjunct 
professor. He currently teaches in the Osher Lifelong 
Learning Institute at the University of Miami.
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Special Programs

Medicare Information Series
Fred Everts and Janet Lambert 
Ringling College Museum Campus

Fridays: 11 am-12:20 pm
2 Sessions: Jan. 13 and Feb. 10 
Gold and Silver Members and General Admission: Free 
Pre-registration required

While retirement is an exciting time in a person’s life, 
understanding the process for your health care coverage 
can be challenging and sometimes overwhelming. Medicare 
is a federal health insurance program for individuals 
turning 65, for younger individuals with disabilities, and 
for individuals with End-Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) or 
Lou Gehrig’s disease (ALS). These sessions will give you a 
better understanding of how Medicare works and how to 
supplement what Medicare may not cover for both your 
healthcare and medications. Bring your questions and join 
us as we navigate Medicare!

Fred Everts earned his bachelor’s 
degree from Eckerd College. In 
addition, Fred earned the Chartered 
Life Underwriter (CLU) and 
Chartered Financial Consultant 
(ChFC) designations from the 
American College. Fred began his 
career in the insurance industry in 

1982 and has held various sales and management positions 
in the insurance and financial services industry. He currently 
owns his own agency, Everts Insurance Group Inc. 

Janet Lambert is an independent 
licensed insurance agent and 
owner of Janet Lambert’s Insurance, 
LLC. She is a Florida native, born 
in Tampa. Janet understands the 
importance of health insurance 
and has a passion for educating 
individuals about Medicare and 

Medicaid. Janet is a registered dental hygienist. She also 
enjoys arts and crafts, Bible studies, gardening, and  
the beach.

What You Need to Know About Medicare
Lecture #LC115 

Friday: 11 am-12:20 pm
1 Session: Jan. 13 

• Choosing a plan.
• What are your health plan options?
• Original Medicare vs. Medicare Advantage Plans.
• What is a PPO?
• What is an HMO?
• What is a Special Needs Plan? Chronic or Dual?
• What is a Supplement Plan (aka Medigap)?
• What is a Part D penalty?
• How to protect your identity.
• What is an EOB?
• Know your rights.
• What is HIPAA and who must follow HIPAA regulations?
• What is fraud and abuse?

Turning 65 and Enrolling in Medicare:  
What You Need to Know
Lecture #LC163 

Friday: 11 am-12:20 pm
1 Session: Feb. 10

• When are you eligible?
• When should I apply?
• Enrollment periods.
• How do you apply?
• What is the cost?
• What is IRMAA?  

(Income-Related Monthly Adjustment Amount)?
• What is included in Medicare?
• What is Part A, Part B, and Part D?
• What does Medicare Part A and Part B cover?
• What is an EOB?
• Know your rights. 
• What is HIPAA and who must follow HIPAA regulations?
• What is fraud and abuse?
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Kay Consigny enjoys the new 
experiences that travel offers. She 
has traveled to Europe, Scandinavia, 
South America, Mexico, the 
Caribbean, and Canada. The people 
and their culture are most important 
to Kay. Through Friendship Force, 
she has stayed in the homes of locals 

and made lifelong friends in Russia, Mexico, Wales, and 
England. She has hosted people from Australia, New Zealand, 
Brazil, Germany, the U.K., and Russia. 
  

Peggy Hayden has visited over 50 
countries on six continents and 
most states in the U.S. through 
both independent and small group 
travel. She has visited friends who 
have retired to Mexico and has 
done cultural exchanges through 
Friendship Force to Albania followed 

by a tour of Croatia, Montenegro, Slovenia, Venice, the 
Netherlands, and New Mexico. Peggy has hosted cultural 
exchanges to Sarasota from people from several countries 
and states.
  

Terri Holsinger has been to places 
through Friendship Force that now 
may be impossible to visit including 
Cuba and Russia. She’s also been 
to Indonesia, Kenya, China, New 
Zealand, Australia, Cornwall, Isle 
of Wight, Malaysia, Cambodia, and 
Singapore. Terri's next trips are to 

Mexico and Japan. To Terri, travel means the growth of 
oneself and learning how to connect with others.
  

Bob Joyce enjoys traveling 
independently. He finds that meeting 
people from all over the world, both 
in their homes and hosting them in 
his home, is more interesting. Bob 
has had Friendship Force visits to 
Brazil, Costa Rica, Myanmar, Thailand, 
Borneo, Taiwan, Cambodia, China,  

the Netherlands, Russia, Greece, and Tanzania with 
extensions on his own to other countries. He has hosted  
FF friends from Columbia, Canada, Belgium, England, and 
many clubs in the United States.

Special Presentations

Lifelong Learning Through Travel
Lecture #LC162
Sherry Coles, Kay Consigny, Peggy Hayden, 
Terri Holsinger, and Bob Joyce
Ringling College Museum Campus

Thursdays 3-4 pm
2 Sessions: Feb. 2 and Feb. 9

Gold and Silver Members and General Admission: Free 
Pre-registration required

This lecture series, hosted by members of Friendship Force 
of Sarasota, is an opportunity to learn about foreign and 
domestic cultural exchange journeys.  

Friendship Force of Sarasota is affiliated with Friendship 
Force International (FFI). 

FFI promotes global understanding through “journeys” to 
clubs in other countries and states that include home 
hosting, sharing meals, and visiting local landmarks. It is a 
nonprofit and nonpolitical organization. There are more than 
350 clubs worldwide in over 60 countries. There are several 
clubs throughout Florida. The Sarasota club has around 60 
members mostly from Sarasota and Manatee counties.  

Join us for these free information sessions and find out why 
travel is an ultimate lifelong learning experience!  

Feb. 2 Cultural Exchanges with Sherry Coles,  
Kay Consigny, and Terri Holsinger
This session will introduce you to Friendship Force (FF) 
of Sarasota. You will learn about outbound and inbound 
journeys to other states and countries and various  
club-related activities. The 2023 outbound journey is  
to Nara, Japan.

Feb. 9 Travel in a post-Covid World with Bob Joyce 
Covid has changed everything about the travel landscape. 
This session will include information on finding flights, travel 
insurance, packing, and safety tips. You will also learn about 
options for individual and small group travel, as well as 
cultural exchanges. Bob will share examples of trips he has 
taken incorporating these tips.

 
Sherry Coles believes that travel is a 
longing to explore different cultures, 
foods, smells, and sights. Sherry 
has traveled alone and in a small 
group for business and pleasure; to 
date, she has visited five continents. 
Sherry has three international and 
one domestic trip booked through 

May 2023. Through Friendship Force, Sherry has hosted 
“friends” from Brazil, Russia, and the U.S.  
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Making A Gift
 

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) is a part of Ringling College’s 

Continuing Studies program. OLLI provides educational opportunities taught 

by instructors who possess a broad range of knowledge and expertise. 

Our home, on the Ringling College Museum Campus, will become the gold 

standard for lifelong learning communities. This new facility provides a 

thought-provoking setting that creates opportunities for meaningful  

dialogue among our learning community through opportunities to engage in 

stimulating courses and lectures.
 

Gifts to OLLI enable us to continue providing a wide array of classes and  

lectures that broaden and inspire the intellectual curiosity of our members  

at an affordable cost.
 

Your gift could support OLLI’s mission; underwrite a session, workshop, or 

lecture series, or another area of your choosing. If you would like to make a 

gift, please go to www.ringling.edu/giving, or call us at 941-309-4733.
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Making a Gift
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Thank You To Our Donors
 

The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Ringling College is grateful to have generous, consistent donors. It is their extra 
financial support that allows us to offer an affordable and outstanding program. Donations are always appreciated. The 
following honor roll of donors represent gifts given between June 1, 2021 and May 31, 2022.

Hal and Peggy Hayden 
Harms Family Foundation

Sam Samelson

The Harry Shapiro Charitable Foundation          

Shirley Foss 

Josephine Hennelly

Elizabeth Moore 

Judith Schwartzbaum

Community Foundation  
of Sarasota County 

Alan and Holly Freedman  
Jose A. Garnham 

James Jurick 
Barbara Lausche  

Jeffrey Ryder  
Stephen H. and Joyce Sandler 

Ron and Marilyn Shapo 
Karen Wehner  

Tony and Lora Wey

Jeffrey A. Bosse 
Rita Berman

Ann Diaz 
Barbara Duval 

Brian and Victoria Eckl 
Martin Fried 

Frederick and Elaine Gewirtz 
William Hatz 

David and Louise Klain 

Kenneth Bechis
Ned Boston

Darrell Cascio  
Millie Finkel
D. Franklin

Randy and Susan Mallitz 
Joan Meehan

Nathan and Winifred Miller 
Thomas and Sue Miller 

Robert Neuman
Jeffrey Newman

Rosemarna Pajerski 
Irwin Press

Mary Sellner

Anthony L. and Janet Joseph 
Richard A. and Rosalie Lewis

Margaret Pennington
Robert C. Pozen
Robert Rainer

Rick and Kathy Steinmann 
Russell Stephens 

Paul M. and Deborah Tschirhart 
Michael Vlaisavljevich 

Fred Williamson

Bernice Shor
Robert Skellan

A special thank you to our Gold Members for their generous support through their membership this year. If we inadvertently overlooked your 
name, please accept our apologies and contact us to make the correction.  

Thank You To Our Donors
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Emanuel Abramovits has been a concerts promoter 
since 2000, presenting dozens of shows by international 
artists, from Pop icons like Journey, to classical artists 
like Itzhak Perlman, staging along the way, epic orchestral 
extravaganzas, and winning a prestigious “Event of the  
Year” award. While directing the cultural activities of  
Union Israelita de Caracas for 11 years, Emanuel has 
released multiple books, and organized lectures and  
art exhibits. (p. 24)  

Simona Bai is an Italian native speaker. She has a teacher’s 
diploma and a bachelor’s degree in Education experience 
in the U.S. Simona has returned to OLLI at Ringling College. 
Previously she has taught at ACE at Suncoast Technical 
College and two OLLIs in Miami. Simona also teaches at  
The Dante Alighieri Society. (p. 20)  

Roxanne Baker is a retired English teacher from upstate New 
York. She became a film introduction hostess at The George 
Eastman Museum (NY) in 2005 and continues to moderate 
film discussions at Burns Court Cinema as well as author a 
film review blog. (p. 11)  

Buck Beasom is a long-time student of World War II and 
has taught history, economics, accounting, management 
science, and computer programming courses at all levels 
from elementary to college for over 40 years. (p. 18)  

Alex Beavers has a doctorate in electrical engineering  
and a master’s degree in business administration. Alex  
is a veteran high-technology executive, entrepreneur,  
and author of 25 papers and two books. His board 
memberships include Ringling College of Art and Design, 
Chai Energy, and Palma Sola Consulting. His executive 
and entrepreneurial experience include Stanford Research 
Institute, Schlumberger, GE, Thomson Industries, and  
three high-tech ventures. (p. 27) 

Kenneth Bechis retired from Northrop Grumman as chief 
scientist in the Space Operations/Environmental Solutions 
Division and Intelligence Systems Sector Distinguished 
Technical Fellow. He holds a bachelor’s in astronomy 
from Harvard, a master’s of science in physics from 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, a doctorate in 
astrophysics from the University of Massachusetts, and is a 
former NASA Payload Specialist Astronaut. (pp. 26, 27) 

Mike Bommer is a retired university professor teaching and 
conducting research in management for 40 years. He has 
a bachelor's and a master’s degree in engineering and a 
doctorate in business. For the past 20 years, he has been a 
student of Yoga, meditation, Jungian psychology, Buddhism, 
and non-duality. (p. 15)

Cheryl Brandi is a Whole Health Educator™ (WHE) and 
adult nurse practitioner (NP) with years of experience in 
managing chronic diseases and providing health education. 
She holds a doctorate in nursing science (University of San 
Diego), a post-master certificate as an NP (University of 
South Florida) a diploma (WHE) from the National Institute 
of Whole Health, and certification as a Holistic Stress 
Management Instructor. (p. 15)

Monroe Brett has a bachelor’s degree in history and a 
master’s degree in secondary social studies education from 
George Washington University (D.C.). Monroe taught U.S. 
history, world studies, and advanced placement economics 
at Eleanor Roosevelt High School in Beltsville (MD), where 
in 2001, he was selected as the school’s best teacher that 
made a difference. (pp. 17, 19)

Ellen Brosnahan was a middle school language arts teacher 
in St. Charles (IL) for many years. As a clinical assistant 
professor at Illinois State University, she supervised student 
teachers at all grade levels. She holds a bachelor’s degree in 
elementary education from Western Illinois University and a 
master’s in curriculum and supervision from Northern Illinois 
University. (p. 28)

Barry Bub, a native of South Africa, has worked as a 
physician, Gestalt psychotherapist, chaplain, author, 
educator, and professional mentor. As the author of 
Communication Skills that Heal: A Practical Approach to a 
New Professionalism in Medicine, he serves on the adjunct 
faculty of Temple University Medical School. His current 
passions include art, photography, and storytelling—all of 
which he utilizes in his teaching. (p. 10)

Teresa Carson is the author of five collections of poetry: 
Elegy for the Floater (CavanKerry Press, 2008); My Crooked 
House (CavanKerry Press, 2014), which was a finalist 
for the Paterson Poetry Prize; The Congress of Human 
Oddities (Deerbrook Editions, 2015); Visit to an Extinct City 
(Deerbrook Editions, 2021); and Metamorphoses, Book XVI 
(Deerbrook Editions, 2022). She is the co-founder of Art in 
Common Places, a Sarasota-based project that aims to put 
art in public places so everyone can experience it in their 
daily life. (p. 20)  

Robert Cassway is an award-winning architect who has 
taught at the University of Michigan and Temple University 
(PA) and was a visiting lecturer at the University of 
Pennsylvania. He has won local, state, and national awards 
and has designed projects throughout the U.S.,  
the Bahamas, and Britain. (p. 10)

Instructor Biographies

OLLI instructors possess a wide range of backgrounds, interests, and experiences. These biographies are small snapshots 
showcasing the lives and careers of these valued team members.
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Sandy Chase has a master’s degree in education. She  
has 30 years’ experience designing and presenting writing 
classes and seminars. Sandy recently facilitated “Life 
on Key,” a lyrical-memory seminar praised by Tidewell, 
NeuroChallenge, and the Josh Provides foundation.  
She is the co-author of The Resolutionary War, and founder 
of WordMasters, a writing-editorial service. Collaborating 
with Song Partners, Inc., she produced a compact disc 
Diamonds and Jeans. (p. 29)

Albert H. Cohen has worked as a classical music critic for 
more than 42 years (20 for a Gannett newspaper in New 
Jersey). In Florida, he is music critic for the Sarasota Herald-
Tribune and Pro-Opera magazine and former music critic for 
the Orlando Sentinel and Tampa Bay Times. Albert was also 
managing director of the Music Critics Association of North 
America for 13 years. (p. 23)

Gail Condrick is an author, teacher, and certified Caroline 
Myss archetypal consultant. She frequently speaks on topics 
of creativity, spirituality, and empowerment. For 25 years, 
Gail led an award-winning staff creating TV programming in 
Fairfax, VA. She is a University of South Florida graduate and 
the author of Walking the Grove and online classes “Your 
Destiny is in Your Closet,” “Art of Observation,” and “Release 
Your Inner Archetype” series. (pp. 15, 26, 28) 

Julie Cotton, a member of the OLLI Advisory Council’s 
Strategic Program Planning Committee, is the coordinator 
and host of this series. Julie has a doctorate in human 
development and is a former organizational consultant and 
executive coach. She is an aficionado of documentary films 
and a skilled facilitator of group conversations. (pp. 15, 39)

Kathe Crawford is a Master Integrative Coach, Business 
Consultant, and author of Unlocking Secrets: My Journey to 
an Open Heart. She is certified by The Ford Institute and has
earned numerous certifications in the field of mind and 
body. Kathe combines western psychology with eastern 
philosophy. Following a successful sales career, she now 
mentors and is an advocate for The Modern Elder. (p. 26) 

Nanette Crist has returned to her love of art after a career 
as a corporate lawyer. Instead of writing contracts, she 
now pens an art-related blog. Sharing what she’s seen and 
learned is half the fun. Nanette continues to write about art 
at www.nanettesnewlife.blogspot.com. (p. 11) 

Gary Cross is from the senior class of boomers. For 
decades, as a history professor at Penn State, he studied, 
wrote, and taught the history of modern childhood and 
consumer culture (including writing books on toys, teen  
car culture, and modern memory). He is eager to share  
his research and memories and thoughts about this topic. 
(pp. 18, 19) 

Joe Cucci took a film appreciation course in college, and 
hasn’t stopped going to movies ever since! He participates 
in movie groups and thoroughly enjoys hearing what others 
think about movies. Joe retired from Procter & Gamble after 
a career in sales. (pp. 12, 21)

Dent Davis, a retired Presbyterian pastor, graduated from 
Vanderbilt University Divinity School and has doctorates 
from Columbia Theological Seminary and the University 
of Tennessee. He has served as faculty at Columbia 
Theological Seminary, teaching spiritual growth, as President 
of Scott Peck’s Foundation for Community Encouragement, 
and as a business consultant. (p. 25)

Lawrence DeMilner is a retired economist who spent the 
bulk of his career with the International Monetary Fund. 
After retirement, he taught several years at the Downeast 
Senior College in Maine. He has degrees in Russian and 
economics. (p. 21)

Carol Ellis is a retired internist who practiced and taught 
medicine at the University of Tennessee Medical Center in 
Knoxville for many years. She has been a participant in the 
OLLI Book Club for several years and takes great pleasure in 
reading and deepening an understanding of books through 
thoughtful discussion. (p. 22)

Henry Ettman has taught adult education jazz courses in 
Florida since 2004. As a jazz drummer who studied under 
Max Roach, Oscar Peterson, Dizzy Gillespie, and others,  
and as a university educator, he has extensive experience 
in jazz management and booking, jazz education, and 
research. He is currently working with the National Jazz 
Education Network. (p. 23)  

Gary Feldman, a retired professor of physics at Harvard 
University, is still active in experimental research on 
elementary particles. Among many physics papers, he has 
published a paper suggesting a statistical procedure that 
has become standard in his field. The paper has had over 
5,000 citations. (p. 27) 

Alan Fisher has worked as a disc-jockey, salesman, lawyer, 
and Small Claims Court Judge, but that’s not who he IS. He 
has been on his spiritual path since 1979 with numerous 
classes and retreats on the “Art of Living.” He is familiar with 
most new-age and spiritual teachers, but mostly resonates 
with Eckhart Tolle. Alan is first and foremost a human BEing. 
(p. 25) 
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Alan Freedman has a journalism degree from Boston 
University. Until retiring, Alan was public affairs director at 
a NYSE-listed company and previously had been a financial 
writer and editor. With a special interest in technology and 
publishing, Alan has taught iPhone classes to over 600 OLLI 
students and continues to explore popular technological and 
media topics. (pp. 10, 22, 27)

Victoria Frigo has worked as a freelance writer and editor, 
as an adjunct college faculty member in writing and 
literature, and as a staff attorney at the Miami-Dade County 
Commission on Ethics. (p. 20)

Harvey Garver became a Baha'i in 2002. Harvey has tutored 
several classes on the Baha'i Faith and published a book 
titled What Comes After Nations? (p. 24)  

Richard Gelpke has a doctorate in law and policy from 
Northeastern University (Boston). He worked in the 
department of geography and earth science at the 
University of Massachusetts for more than 20 years. His 
areas of interest are historical and physical geography, 
environmental issues, and mapping. (p. 13)

Stephen Gillum has practiced meditation for more than 35 
years. He spent time studying in India, including three years 
living in an ashram. His mentors were leading authorities 
in the field of mantra and meditation. Stephen practices 
his non-theistic style that fuses Eckhart Tolle and Zen and 
focuses on relaxing and observing the mind. (p. 14)

Roz Goldberg spent 27 years at Merrill Lynch as a financial 
advisor, national marketing manager, and investment 
banker. One of her consistent, successful, and enjoyable 
responsibilities was teaching audiences about complex 
financial products in a way that enabled them to understand 
the various investments. Roz was also the managing director 
of the Private Equity Group for Merrill Lynch  
Wealth Management. (p. 14)

Alan Grindal is a neurologist, a consultant at the Memory 
Disorder Clinic at Sarasota Memorial Hospital, and is on the 
clinical faculty of Florida State University Medical School. He 
has taught numerous courses at OLLI at Ringling College on 
brain science and history. (p. 26)

Garry Grossman is a professor of law, an attorney, and a 
former software developer. His formal training in facilitating 
and public speaking makes him a popular and engaging 
teacher and discussion leader at OLLI and elsewhere. (p. 13)

Martha Hill, a graduate of Bard College (NY) and Monmouth 
College (NJ) is a passionate lifelong reader of both good 
and bad books. Martha’s enjoyment of teaching is based on 
interaction with students to enjoy and illuminate the course 
materials and the joys of the written word. (pp. 20, 21)

Spence Hilton earned his doctorate in Economics at  
the University of Wisconsin and worked for many years as 
an economist at the Federal Reserve Bank of New York. 
He spent most of his Fed career in the area responsible 
for implementing U.S. monetary policy and managed the 
domestic operations staff during the Global Financial  
Crisis. Spence has written many articles on monetary  
policy matters. (p. 14)

Mark Hogan is a passionate amateur magician who has 
been performing and teaching magic for over 30 years. He 
is currently a moderator of magic clubs at two schools in 
Cincinnati, OH and St. Martha's School in Sarasota. He has 
also taught magic at OLLI, in Cincinnati and in Sarasota, 
for several years. He has written two books for beginning 
magicians, for both children and seniors. (p. 11)

Robert Kendal served as a county Government manager in 
Maryland for 30 years before moving to Sarasota in 2002. 
For more than 13 years, he has participated in the former 
“Great Books” class as both a member and occasional 
weekly discussion leader. (p. 21)

William Krause is a retired law enforcement officer with 
more than 25 years of experience. William holds  
a master’s degree in Public Administration. His interest  
in the American Civil War began almost 35 years ago  
with a trip to Gettysburg, PA. He has been exploring this 
battle ever since. (p. 17)

Kurt Landefeld has a bachelor’s degree from Bucknell 
University (PA) and a graduate degree from the University of 
Toledo (OH). He has always had an interest in Kerouac and 
published a book titled Jack’s Memoirs: Off the Road. During 
his career, he worked as a creative director in advertising 
and co-founded a children’s press, Vanita Books  
(www.vanitabooks.com). (p. 20)

Judith Levine has photographed the art of Tibet, West 
Africa, Egypt, and Indonesia. She creates limited-edition 
jewelry and owns Phoenix Art Workshops. Judith has a 
bachelor’s degree in art and art education and a master’s 
degree in visual arts from Montclair State University (NJ), 
where she was on the art education faculty. (p. 10)

Debbie Mackler is a retired nurse/case manager who has 
enjoyed facilitating book clubs, the Big Read, and Short 
Story classes in North Carolina and Florida for over 20 years. 
Debbie’s inspiration has always come from her twin sister 
whose occupation was county library supervisor for almost 
25 years. It must be genetic! (p. 22)

Instructor Biographies
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Susan H. Marcus has a doctorate in Experimental Psychology 
from Texas Christian University, Fort Worth with an emphasis 
in multivariate statistics and social psychology. Susan is a 
certified Iyengar Yoga teacher and has been practicing since 
1986. She has studied the “mind and body” relationship from 
many points of view. She is currently a full-time research 
professor in psychology for Walden University (MN). Susan 
moved to Sarasota in 2003. (p. 25)

Theodore Medrek has worked as a performing arts critic, 
reporter, editor, and columnist for newspapers in and around 
Boston, including the daily Boston Herald. Previously, he 
was a co-founder and manager of the Northern Connecticut 
Ballet based in Windsor, CT, where he choreographed ballets 
to the music of Stravinsky, Debussy, Verdi, and Massenet
and performed a variety of ballet character roles. (p. 24)

Peter Mermin has a bachelor’s degree in philosophy from 
Antioch College (OH), a master’s in psychology from the 
New School for Social Research (NY), and a doctorate 
in psychology from Union Institute (OH). Peter taught at 
Southampton College and Suffolk Community College on 
Long Island for 34 years. He actively promotes humanistic 
and spiritual values. (p. 12)

Ronni Miller is a short story writer, novelist, essayist, and 
playwright. She is the founder and director of Write It Out, a 
motivational and expressive writing program for individuals of 
all ages and Book Midwife (developmental editor). Ronni has 
a bachelor’s degree in English from Boston University and 
has won awards for her fiction. (p. 28)

Thomas Miller is a retired business owner, educator, and 
consultant. He worked in the menswear industry for more 
than 40 years in New York state. Since becoming part 
of OLLI, Tom has rediscovered his love of literature and 
particularly the short-story form. Tom and his wife are year-
round residents of Sarasota. (p. 22)

Tony Moon spent 55 successful years in the music 
business as an artist, agent, songwriter, producer, and 
publisher. Moving to Nashville, Tony became guitarist and 
conductor for Brenda Lee. He has won awards, with songs 
released by well-known artists. Tony currently administers 
an entertainment company and does music research for 
Sarasota’s Westcoast Black Theatre Troupe. (p. 23)

Paula Morris has a master’s in education and bachelor’s 
degree in business. She has conferred certifications as an 
International Association of Yoga Therapists (C-IAYT).  
In addition, she has conferred certification as an 
Experienced, Registered Yoga Teacher (E-RYT) also having 
met all the standards and education of the U.S. Yoga 
Alliance. Paula is currently pursuing a second master’s 
degree in mental health counseling. (p. 16)

Stuart Mushlin is a retired academic physician who received 
his medical degree from Weill Cornell Medical College (NY) 
and his post-graduate degree from Brigham and Women’s 
College (MA) where he was the chief resident physician. 
He taught two generations of current internal medicine 
physicians and helped supervise the New England Journal of 
Medicine for many years. (p. 22)

Jeffrey Newman holds a master’s degree in history and 
taught high school history for a number of years. He also 
served as the principal of Attleboro Comprehensive High 
School, one of the larger high schools in Massachusetts.  
Jeff spent nearly a decade in the Rhode Island State House 
as a top aide to both the Speaker of the House and the 
Lieutenant Governor. (p. 19)

Dale Park was co-founder and chief scientific officer at 
BioLucid, developers of YOU, a groundbreaking visual health 
platform for real-time digital simulations of human physiology 
and disease. Dale currently serves as advisory director of 
medical content for Sharecare Reality Lab in Sarasota. (p. 27)

Linda Ritt enjoys sharing the joys of self-expression with 
students. A graduate of Vanderbilt University (TN) she later 
worked as an English teacher, dean of students, adjunct 
professor in counseling, private practice psychologist, and 
staff/student psychologist in London at an International 
Baccalaureate Academy. She has a bachelor’s degree in 
English and a master’s degree in counseling, plus extensive 
post-graduate studies. (p. 29)

Lauren Rudd is president of Rudd International Asset 
Management. He is a syndicated newspaper columnist 
who has been writing about Wall Street and the economy 
for over 26 years. A recognized public speaker, television 
commentator, and publisher of The Rudd Report, Lauren 
has a bachelor’s degree in economics and computer science 
with high honors from the University of Maryland and did 
graduate work for a doctorate in economics at the Wharton 
School (PA). (p. 13)

Ted Russell is a retired attorney from Chicago with a passion 
for U.S. history. He received his bachelor’s degree from 
Marquette University (WI), his master’s degree in business 
administration from the University of Chicago, and his J.D. 
degree from the Illinois Institute of Technology. (pp. 18, 19)

Jeff Ryder is a two-time Emmy Award-winning writer for his 
work on Guiding Light. He also was vice president of daytime 
programming, director of mini-series, and director of casting 
at NBC. He recently retired after 20 years as a professor and 
associate dean at The University of the Arts in Philadelphia. 
(p. 12)
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Paul Sarno is a retired trial lawyer. He has taught courses 
on Southeast Asian history and political science at OLLI at 
Ringling College and other locations in Sarasota. In addition 
to wide-ranging readings, his most recent visit to the region 
was to Thailand and Myanmar in 2018. (p. 19)

Jo Horne Schmidt is an award-winning and critically 
acclaimed author. She was also co-author of Parkinson’s 
Disease For Dummies. She has taught at the college level 
and is a popular presenter of hands-on workshops at writing 
seminars and conferences. Her most recent novels are: The 
Winterkeeper and Monica’s War. She is currently working 
on a memoir about the death of her husband and her own 
journey into widowhood. (pp. 28, 29)   

Michael Sherrow was born and raised in New York City 
and lived there his entire life before coming to Sarasota. 
Michael is a student of the history of the city. He received 
a bachelor’s degree in business administration from the 
Baruch School at the City University of New York and a juris 
doctorate from St. John’s University (NY). Michael is a retired 
member of the New York Bar. (pp. 18, 19)

Jay Sherwin created the Life Reflections Project to educate 
people about legacy letters, ethical wills, and other legacy 
documents. He has practiced law, given away money for five 
different charitable foundations, worked as a philanthropy 
consultant and served as a hospital chaplain. He has 
extensive experience as a teacher and facilitator for adult 
learning programs, including online presentations of this 
course for more than 30 OLLI programs nationwide.  
(p. 29)

Marie-Agnès Sourieau is professor emerita at Fairfield 
University (CT). She is a specialist in 19th and 20th  
century French and Francophone literature and culture.  
She has published extensively and is presently an  
assistant editor of The French Review. (p. 11)

Susan Spector has a bachelor’s degree in education,  
a master’s degree in Jewish studies, and has spent her  
life as a Jewish educator and community volunteer.  
She was the director of Akron Jewish High School and a 
faculty member of Akron Melton Adult Mini-School and  
Kent State University (Ohio). She has presented Jewish 
ethics workshops in Sarasota, Akron (OH), and  
Chautauqua Institute (NY). (p. 24)

Rick Steinmann is a retired criminal justice professor  
with a long-term interest in wrongful convictions. He 
has taught several seminars on the topic, including to 
undergraduates at the University of South Florida. He 
earned a bachelor’s in sociology, a master’s in criminal 
justice, and has a J.D. degree. (p. 13)

Diane Walsh was a television producer in Los Angeles for 
20 years, and received an Emmy nomination for her work 
on Hallmark Hall of Fame's A Place For Annie, starring Sissy 
Spacek. She also served as director of programming for 
the Family Channel, and recently retired as director of the 
Writing for Film and TV Program for The University of the 
Arts in Philadelphia. (p. 12)

Roman L. Weil is an emeritus faculty member at the  
Chicago Booth School of Business, (IL) who studies  
financial literacy and corporate governance. He received  
a bachelor’s degree in economics and mathematics 
from Yale and both a master’s of science in industrial 
administration and a doctorate in economics from  
Carnegie Mellon University (PA). (p. 14)

Susan Well has been researching her family since 1994.  
She is a member of the Genealogical Society of Sarasota 
and leader of its United Kingdom Special Interest Group. 
After graduating from Cornell University (NY) and  
Springfield College (MA). Susan taught in secondary  
schools and adult education programs. (pp. 16, 19)

Gayle Yaverbaum holds a master’s and a doctorate in 
computer science. She has taught numerous technology 
courses at the college level and chaired the commission that
develops guidelines for the worldwide accreditation of 
university computing programs. Gayle was director of 
Information Technology programs at Penn State Harrisburg 
and a teacher of technology for over 25 years. (p. 28)

Stan Zimmerman teaches Florida history at OLLI. He has 
sailed both coasts of Florida extensively in small boats, none 
larger than 23 feet. He is a retired journalist and learned to 
sail off Siesta Key Beach. (p. 17)
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