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OLLI At Ringling College
The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute (OLLI) at Ringling
College is a program of Ringling College of Art and
Design. OLLI at Ringling College operates year-round
and is supported through student registrations and
private contributions. OLLI courses are non-credit and
primarily based on a liberal arts curriculum. Tuition varies
depending on course length. There are no grades and no
tests. Courses are offered purely for the joy of learning.
Mission
The mission of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at
Ringling College is to enrich the lives of mature adults
in Sarasota and Manatee counties. We provide affordable
and outstanding educational programs and social interaction
that covers a broad spectrum of topics that are rich in
intellectual stimulation, interactive in scope, and worthy of
academic consideration
2021-2022 Academic Calendar
Winter: Jan. 10-Mar. 4, 2022
Spring: Mar. 14-May 6, 2022
Summer: May 9-July 1, 2022
Program Location
Ringling College Museum Campus
1001 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34236
Contact/Mail Information
OLLI at Ringling College
1001 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34236
Phone: 941-309-5111
Email: OLLI@ringling.edu
www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org
Office hours: 8 am to 4 pm • Monday-Friday
Registration Options
Online:
Visit www.rcad.augusoft.net and browse courses. If you
have more than one address, remember to use the address
that is associated with the credit card you are using.
By Mail Or In Person:
Fill out the mail-in form. Enclose it with your check or
credit card information. Mail your form to the address on
the bottom left of this page or drop it off at the OLLI and
Studio + Digital Arts office (Room 105).
By Phone: 941-309-5111
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Policies & Procedures
Cancellations and Schedule Changes
If a class is canceled due to under enrollment, students
will receive a full refund.
Students will also receive a full refund if an instructor
cancels a class prior to its start.
Once a class has started, and an instructor cancels a class
for medical or personal reasons, students will receive a
prorated refund based on the number of classes held
prior to cancellation. Students are expected to pay for
course session(s) they attend.
Refund Policy
If you drop a course within two (2) business days after
the first scheduled class session, you will receive a refund
minus a 25 percent administrative fee.
If you drop a course more than two (2) business days
after the first scheduled class session, you forfeit your
entire tuition.
There are no refunds for: Einstein’s Circle, Lectures,
Membership Fees, Workshops, Special Events, or
OLLI Adventures.
The $25 Silver Member fee cannot be refunded after a
student has registered for any multi-session course or
workshop. The Silver Member fee of $25 can be refunded
if a class is canceled by OLLI.
Transfer Policy
You may request a transfer to another course (within the
same term), up to two (2) business days after the first
scheduled class session, at no charge. A transfer can be
accommodated if there is space in the class.
Wait List
Once a student is placed on a wait list, he/she will be
notified if a seat becomes available in the class he/she
wishes to attend. The student will have 24 hours to notify
OLLI staff of their interest in the class. We will use the
student-provided contact information for notification by
phone or email. If the student has not contacted the
office within 24 hours, the next student on the wait list
will be contacted.

Policies & Procedures

Guest Policy
Guests are welcome to visit a class one time on a spaceavailable basis. When classes are closed (all seats filled),
guests cannot be accommodated. A guest cannot “bump”
a registered student from any class. Guests must register
prior to the class by calling the office. No guest seating
permitted in CONNECTIONS: The Documentary Film
Series. Paid admission only.

Building Evacuation Procedures
Upon receipt of an evacuation order, all employees and
students shall exit via the nearest unaffected exit. They shall
proceed quickly and quietly to the designated evacuation
relocation point for the area they were in at the time of the
evacuation order. If class is in session, it is the responsibility
of the instructor to direct their students from their classroom
to the appropriate egress route and relocation point.

Mask Requirement
Masks are mandatory for anyone visiting or attending
classes at the Ringling College Museum Campus.
Instructors and students are required to wear masks
during the entire class session. Masks are also required
for any in-person interaction while visiting the OLLI
and Studio + Digital Arts office. No food allowed in
classrooms. Beverages must have a lid.

Learning Environment
Above all else, our ultimate goal is to provide a stimulating
and thoughtful learning experience.

Please review the most current Covid-19 protocols here.

We are committed to creating an intellectually nurturing
environment that encourages a collegial exchange of ideas
and concepts and enables us to broaden our perspectives
and hone our opinions. Sometimes we agree with others’
viewpoints; sometimes we question them and feel the need
to present an alternative view. This honest give and take
of scholastic discourse, tempered with mutual respect and
an open mind, makes for a rare and memorable learning
experience.
We all play a role in maintaining this balance of civility and
academic freedom.
Here’s how you can do your part:
• Allow others to have their say.
• Respect the rights of others to express their views.
• Listen quietly while instructors or other students
are speaking.
• Refrain from quarrelsome interruptions to an
instructor’s presentation.
• Ensure cell phones are switched off during the class.
• Comply with staff and instructor requests.
OLLI Adventures
An educational travel program that promotes and provides
learning opportunities through local, state, and international
trips. (All travel programs suspended until further notice.)
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Staff | Advisory Council

Staff
Sheila Reed
Interim Director
OLLI at Ringling College
sreed@ringling.edu
Rhonda Stapleton
Membership & Community
Education Coordinator
rstaplet@ringling.edu
Diane Zorn
Education Program Coordinator,
Studio + Digital Arts
dzorn@ringling.edu

Danielle La Senna
Business Operations Manager
dlasenna@ringling.edu

Beverly Jennings
Administrative Assistant
bjenning@ringling.edu

Melinda Whitson
Records & Accounts Specialist
mwhitson@ringling.edu
Meghan Burrows
Registration &
Operations Assistant
mburrows@ringling.edu

Advisory Council
Sam Samelson
Council Chair / Development
and Nominating Committees
Julie Cotton
New Initiatives /
Strategic Planning Co-Chair
Holly Freedman
New Initiatives /
Strategic Planning Member
Louise Gallagher
New Initiatives /
Strategic Planning Co-Chair
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Bev Harms
Development / Marketing Committee

Steven Sandler
Curriculum Committee Member

Thomas Miller
Chair Membership Committee

Jack Sukin
Chair Development Committee

Mark Moulin
Marketing / Membership Committee
Jeff Ryder
Chair Curriculum Committee

OLLI Membership Levels

Become an
OLLI Member Today!
Being a member of the Osher Lifelong Learning Institute
(OLLI) at Ringling College of Art and Design means
you’re a part of our dynamic community of lifelong
learners. You can choose which level of membership is
better for you. Both Gold and Silver membership options
provide the opportunity to become a part of a nationally
recognized lifelong learning institute dedicated to
enhancing your learning experience, stimulating your
intellect, and connecting you with a unique community
of adults.
For more information or to join call 941-309-5111
or go to www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org

Benefits

Gold Member*
$85 annually

Silver Member*
$25 annually

10% tuition discount on courses
and other educational offerings
Early registration privileges
Up to 3 free lectures per academic year
Annual course registration fee: More than
300 liberal arts, humanities, studio arts,
and technology courses
Invitation to Shared Interest Groups (SIGs)
Connection to the academic and cultural
resources of Ringling College, including
campus library and campus galleries
Rewarding volunteer opportunities

*Multi-session courses, workshops, and special events require a Gold or Silver membership to attend.
Individual lectures do not require membership to attend.
Membership is good for one year from date of purchase, per individual, and is non-refundable.
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Registration Grid

Monday
9:00-10:20

Tuesday

Wednesday

Perspectives.
Problems.
Possibilities. (7)*
PY130 (p. 23)

Advanced
Investment Analysis
(7) EC117 (p. 15)

Investigating
Sarasota History (3)
HS150 (p. 17)

More Magic for the
Young At Heart (4)
AE113 (p. 12)

Writers’ Workshop
(7) WR107 (p. 28)

Quiet the Mind (8)
HW100 (p. 16)

Modern Dilemmas,
Jewish Tradition (6)
PL106 (p. 22)

Awards, Toasts,
and Tributes (4)*
AE138 (p. 12)

Great Books (8)*
LI101 (p. 19)

Zest for Living:
Toolkit for Effective
Change (3)
PY132 (p. 24)

Culture Trip 2021
(8)* TV108 (p. 13)

Human History (8)*
HS148 (p. 17)

Google Tips
and Tricks (4)
TC127 (p. 27)

Destiny is in Your
Closet (4)
HW103 (p. 16)

Secret Sauce of
Personal Creativity
(8) PY131 (p. 23)

Thursday

Zoning, Land Use,
and More (6)
HS152 (p. 18)
Intelligence
Perspective on
National Security (1)
CV111 (p. 14)

9:00-12:00

11:00-12:20

Florida Studio
Theatre Masterclass
(4) AP137 (p. 10)

Southeast Asian
Politics (8)*
CV114 (p. 13)

Sarasota’s Public Art
(3) AP144 (p. 10)

1960s and 1970s
Movie Musicals (7)
AE137 (p. 12)

Important Unknown
Women (4)
HS149 (p. 17)

A Crazy World: Maps History of the Theme
(8)* CV118 (p. 13)
Park (4)
HS153 (p. 18)

Understanding
Dementia (6)
HW129 (p. 16)

The New Yorker:
Conversations (8)
LI125 (p. 19)

High Impact
Supreme Court
Cases 2021 (5)*
CV128 (p. 14)

Birth of Modern Jazz
(8) MA134 (p. 21)

More Joy of Street
Photography (6)*
AP143 (p. 23)

Movie Music (8)*
MA132 (p. 21)

Jewish Music (6)
MA131 (p. 20)

iPad Fun: Create
Movies Like a Pro (6)
TC129 (p. 27)

Miscarriage of
Justice (7)
CV133 (p. 14)

Legacy of Celtic
Christianity (6)*
PL108 (p. 22)

Making Sense of
Your Life (6)*
PY129 (p. 24)

Great Books of
Inspiration (4)*
LI133 (p. 20)

Guided Tour Through Write Away (3)*
the Universe (4)
WR112 (p. 29)
SI114 (p. 24)
Art of Observation
(2) WR114 (p. 29)

French Crooners—
Yesterday and Today
(4)* MA137 (p. 22)

World in Transition
(6) CV108 (p. 14)
Cultural Tuesdays
(6) TV109 (p. 34)
*Classes with an asterisk are held online.
Number in parenthesis indicates the number of sessions.
Masks are required for in-person classes.
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Friday

Discovering Your
True Self (7)
HW121 (p. 17)

Poetry 101 (3)
LI132 (p. 20)

Registration Grid

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Short Story
Collective (6)
LI116 (p. 19)

11:00-12:30

Aesthetics and Art
Criticism (1)*
AP141 (p. 11)

12:30-3:30

Napoleon on the Nile
(1) AP140 (p. 11)
Street Art, Graffiti,
Art on the Margins
(1)* AP142 (p. 11)
1:00-2:20

Living Long and Well
(4) HW113 (p. 16)

Beethoven’s Musical
Magic (8)
MA133 (p. 21)

Bold, Beautiful…
Bonsai! (2)
AP138 (p. 10)

The Single Family
House (8)
AP139 (p. 10)

Great American
Songbook (7)*
MA130 (p. 20)

Masters of Writing
(8) WR113 (p. 28)

The Roaring 1920s*
(8) HS151 (p. 18)

Norman Lear in the
1970s (8)*
AE139 (p. 12)

Cruising Florida’s
Coast By Sailboat (7)
SP101 (p. 26)

Just Because You
Think You’re Right
(4) PY101 (p. 24)

Investing in a
Post-Covid World (6)
EC116 (p. 15)

Our World of
Technology
Disruption (3)
TC128 (p. 27)

Science
Wednesdays (4)
SI108 (p. 25)

Immigration Helped
Broadway Musicals
(8)* MA136 (p. 22)

Life on Key: Reliving
Memories Through
Lyrics (3)
WR110 (p. 28)

G.O.A.T. Course of
Sports Movies (8)*
SP102 (p. 26)

Spirituality (8)*
PL107 (p. 23)

Memoir Plus (7)*
WR111 (p. 27)

Mathematical Stroll
(6)* SI118 (p. 25)
French For Fun:
Intermediate Level
French (6)*
LA113 (p. 18)
Listening to Women
(7) CV130 (p.36)
OLLI Winter Book
Club (4)*
LI102 (p. 19)

1:00-2:30

Roaring Twenties:
Foundations for Jazz
(6)* MA135 (p. 21)
*Classes with an asterisk are held online.
Number in parenthesis indicates the number of sessions.
Masks are required for in-person classes.
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Art Appreciation

Art Appreciation

New: Florida Studio Theatre Masterclass
Course #AP137
Jason Cannon and Paul Nicholas
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Mondays: 11 am-12:20 pm
4 Sessions: Jan. 24-Feb. 14
Gold Member: $63
Silver Member: $70
This course features specialized topics (acting, directing,
playwriting, improvisation) taught by Florida Studio
Theatre’s (FST) Core Artists. These intimate classes
provide up-close access to the experience and insight of
FST’s in-house directors and actors. If you love theatre
and want to understand not just what theatrical artists do
but how and why they do it, then the FST Masterclass is
for you!

New: Bold, Beautiful...Bonsai!
Course #AP138
Kathrin Harris
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Wednesdays: 1-2:20 pm
2 Sessions: Jan. 19 & Jan. 26
Gold Member: $40.50
Silver Member: $45
Discover the design, movement, and potential of this
ancient Asian-originated artform now gaining worldwide
popularity. Combining lecture, bonsai displays, and
hands-on practice, students will learn about tropical
trees suited to our Florida region and then select their
own pre-bonsai to work on and take home to nurture.
Materials for the course will be provided by the instructor
and include a choice of Dwarf Jade (Portulacaria Afra)
pre-bonsai tree, wire for styling, soil for repotting, and a
bonsai container.
Note: Students will need to purchase the course material
from the instructor at the first class. The fee is $13 and is
not included in the tuition.
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New: Sarasota’s Public Art: A 24/7 Outdoor
Museum of Art
Course #AP144
Judy Levine, Nanette Crist, and Stephanie Frasher
Walking Tours
Wednesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
3 Sessions: Feb. 2-Feb. 16
Gold Member: $54
Silver Member: $60
Sarasota has more than 80 pieces of public art that are
free and accessible to everyone to enjoy. They are found
everywhere—from parks to busy intersections, the bayfront,
and downtown. We walk past them every day and likely do
not know anything about them or the artists who made them.
These classes offer participants an opportunity to engage
with the art and discuss its significance. Learn about the
artist who made it and its history. This three-session walking
tour covers downtown and the Rosemary District. We will
get to know the art that enriches our Sarasota art legacy
100 years in the making. Guest artists to be announced.
The walks are no more than six blocks. Rain dates are the
following week at the same class time. Starting points will
be announced to students via email.

New: The Single-Family House
Course #AP139
Robert Cassway
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Thursdays: 1-2:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 13-Mar. 3
Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95
The single-family house comes in many styles, sizes, and
costs, and an overwhelming majority of these are not
designed by architects. This series of lectures will examine
how well-known internationally acclaimed architects—such
as Frank Lloyd Wright, Le Corbusier, Mies van der Rohe,
Louis Kahn, Richard Rogers, Norman Foster, Philip Johnson,
Frank Gehry, and many others—approach the design of
the single-family house. These lectures will examine the
metamorphosis of architects’ designed houses from the first
decade of the 20th century to the present time.

Art Appreciation

New: Napoleon on the Nile
and Orientalist Art

New: Street Art, Graffiti,
and Art on the Margins

Course #AP140
Marie-Agnès Sourieau
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)

Course #AP142
Andre Krauss
Online

Friday: 12:30-3:30 pm (Workshop)
1 Session: Feb. 18

Friday: 12:30-3:30 pm (Workshop)
1 Session: Feb. 25

Gold Member: $49
Silver Member: $55

Gold Member: $49
Silver Member: $55

One of the consequences of Napoleon Bonaparte’s military
expedition to Egypt (1798-1801) was the development
of orientalism in the arts. Orientalism is defined as the
Western representation of the East, which is the Ottoman
Empire altogether mysterious, barbaric, luxurious, and
exotic. The course mostly focuses on French orientalist
art works in their historical context, including their political
and cultural messages, i.e., from documenting reality to
colonial propaganda.

New: Aesthetics and Art Criticism:
a Lively Discussion

In this presentation, we will talk about art and non-art. We
will discuss the artistic value of street art, political cartoons,
marginalia, and the grotesque. Street art around the world
has become an intrinsic element in experiencing a city’s
character. We will explore Banksy’s work and see how it has
evolved from street art to art sold at prestigious auction
houses commanding high prices. We will review the history
of graffiti and street art from ancient Rome to our days. We
will also look at “art on the margins,” the erotic caricatures
drawn by monks on the margins of medieval prayer books.
Finally, we will discuss the meaning of grotesque gargoyles
on the walls of medieval cathedrals.

Course #AP141
Andre Krauss
Online
Friday: 12:30-3:30 pm (Workshop)
1 Session: Jan. 14
Gold Member: $49
Silver Member: $55
In this interactive workshop, we will investigate philosophical
questions relating to aesthetics, reception theory, and art
criticism. Can art critics condition our aesthetic experience,
or our response to works of art? Is beauty a constant,
objective quality in a work of art, or does the perception of
beauty vary with time and social circumstances? What, if
any, is the relationship between the aesthetic and monetary
value of a work of art? You should bring your uncensored
opinions about art and art criticism to our discussion.
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Arts & Entertainment

Arts & Entertainment

New: 1960s and 1970s Movie Musicals
Course #AE137
Jeff Ryder
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Mondays: 11 am-12:20 pm
7 Sessions: Jan. 10-Feb. 28
(Note: No Class on Jan. 17)
Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90
Some of the most memorable and popular movie musicals
were released in the 1960s. They include West Side
Story, The Sound of Music, Mary Poppins, My Fair Lady,
Funny Girl, and The Beatles A Hard Day’s Night. New stars
emerged like Julie Andrews and Barbra Streisand. The
course will feature video clips from these musicals and
others along with brief overviews of the films and the stars.

More Magic for the Young at Heart
Course #AE113
Mark Hogan
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Thursdays: 9-10:20 am
4 Sessions: Feb. 3-Feb. 24
Gold Member: $63
Silver Member: $70
Whether you have taken this class before or just want to
amaze and amuse your grandkids, family, and friends by
performing easy-to-learn feats of magic—this class is
for you! You can be the cool magician yourself or be the
magician who teaches your grandkids astonishing and fun
magic tricks. Over this four-week class, you will learn the
sleight-of-hand skills necessary to perform many basic but
powerful magic effects with everyday objects including
coins, cards, ropes, balls, etc.
Note: Students will need to purchase a magic kit from the
instructor. The fee is $20 and is not included in the tuition.
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New: Awards, Toasts, and Tributes:
Inspiring Special Occasion Speeches
Course #AE138
Carlos Goebels
Online
Thursdays: 9-10:20 am
4 Sessions: Feb. 3-Feb. 24
Gold Member:: $63
Silver Member: $70
How do you effectively commemorate, dedicate, praise, and
pay tribute to a person, place, or an organization? This fourweek course will provide students with useful knowledge,
effective presentation skills, and an opportunity to develop
an inspiring 3-5 minute “after-dinner speech,” toast, or other
special-occasion speech. Videos of wedding toasts, award
speeches, eulogies, and other special-occasion speeches
will be viewed for evaluating effective language and
presentation techniques. This course will also help students
gain confidence in sharing their heartfelt thoughts.

New: Norman Lear in the 1970s:
Those Were the Days
Course #AE139
Diane Walsh
Online
Thursdays: 1-2:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 13-Mar. 3
Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95
When All in the Family debuted on CBS in 1971 and Archie
Bunker got his first laugh, the American TV sitcom was
transformed from a stale format—stuck in the 1950s—to one
that actively confronted hot button issues he knew families
were already talking about around their dinner tables. He
also knew that the only way to move that discourse to
the national level was through laughter, so over the next
five years, his Sanford & Son, The Jeffersons, Good Times,
Maude, One Day at a Time, and Mary Hartman, Mary
Hartman did just that. We’ll screen pilots, watch interviews
about the creative battles between Lear and CBS, and
reflect on critical-public reactions to all the shows when
they premiered.

Culture & Travel | Current Events & Global Affairs

Culture & Travel

Current Events & Global Affairs

New: Culture Trip 2021: A Global Exploration

New: Southeast Asian Politics

Course #TV108
Garry Grossman
Online

Course #CV114
Paul Sarno
Online

Thursdays: 9-10:20 am
8 Sessions: Jan. 13-Mar. 3

Tuesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 11-Mar. 1

Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95

Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95

The best travel writing is not about sightseeing—it is a
lens into cultures of the world. Join us for an exciting
shared inquiry where each week, we will read and discuss
a contemporary offering from one of the very best travel
writers (yes, even during COVID). Teasers from recent terms:
the Korean War’s unlikely legacy is a South Korean cosmetic
surgery craze; on a sugar plantation tour in Jamaica, tourists
learn only of the glamorized lives of the slave owners while
the lives of the enslaved are forgotten; an orphanage in
Kenya must deal with the potentially corrupting influence
of volunteer tourists; and how breadmaking in Lyon, France,
is deeply influenced by tradition, ancestral culture, and
passion. The book for the course is: The Best American
Travel Writing 2021, Jason Wilson and Padma Lakshmi (Eds.),
available in paperback and Kindle.

What is the significance of the coup in Myanmar? What
about the recent appointment of a new Prime Minister? Will
military governance carry over in Malaysia or Thailand? How
has COVID-19 affected all 11 countries? What are the most
recent developments in the South China Sea? This course
will attempt to answer these questions and many others
while explaining the politics that govern the countries of
Southeast Asia extending from Myanmar to Timor-Leste.
The emphasis will be on events since 1980. Brief histories
will be added for background. This exploration should
further a general understanding of the region and enhance
any anticipated visit to it.

A Crazy World: How Maps Can Help Us
Understand It
Course #CV118
Richard Gelpke
Online
Wednesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 12-Mar. 2
Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95
Maps are all around us—from our glove compartments to
our GPS; on our dashboard; in newspapers; smartphones;
tablets; cable networks or TV. But do we really know the
history of maps? Do we understand some biases inherent
in mapping? Do we know how they have been used and
misused in the past? Do we know how they influence our
views and how they can affect us directly? Course topics
will include the weather, great treks, gerrymandering,
transportation, borders, conflicts, and Florida maps. We also
discuss fun aspects of maps as well as trivia, games, and
cartoons. How well do you know maps?
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Current Events & Global Affairs

Current Events & Global Affairs (cont.)

New: High Impact Supreme Court
Cases—2021

New: Intelligence Perspective on National
Security Affairs

Course #CV128
William Cotter
Online

Course #CV111
Jay Rixse
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)

Wednesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
5 Sessions: Jan. 12-Feb. 9

Friday: 9 am-12 pm (Workshop)
1 Session: March 4

Gold Member: $76.50
Silver Member: $85

Gold Member: $49
Silver Member: $55

Former President Donald Trump added three conservative
Justices to the Supreme Court who might serve until 2050
(or beyond). In the introductory lecture, we will explore
their likely impact on the law. We will then discuss leading
cases decided last term. These concern: voting restrictions;
Obamacare; Fourth Amendment Sanctity of the home;
LGBTQ foster care and freedom of religion; tribal law;
compensation for collegiate athletes; student free speech;
guard immunity for prisoner abuse; union campaigns on
private property; and money damages for Muslims who were
wrongly put on the no-fly list after 9-11. All the cases are
new, and prior participants are welcome.
Note: There are required readings of edited cases that will
be provided to all participants, and vigorous and respectful
discussion is encouraged.

Miscarriage of Justice:
Wrongful Convictions
Course #CV133
Rick Steinmann
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Mondays: 11-12:20 am
7 Sessions: Jan. 10-Feb. 28
(Note: No Class on Jan. 17)
Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90
As many as 10,000 “factually innocent” individuals may be
wrongfully convicted of serious offenses and incarcerated in
the U.S. every year. We will explore this disturbing issue and
address its various causes including mistaken identifications,
coerced confessions, flawed forensics, false jailhouse snitch
testimony, police misconduct, and the prosecution’s failure
to provide exculpatory evidence to the defense. Possible
remedies to reduce such miscarriages of justice will be
covered, along with post-exoneration experiences of those
released from prison after being determined to be innocent.
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Two consecutive workshops (Winter and Spring terms) will
consider how intelligence supports dealing with significant
national security issues facing the U.S., both ongoing
and new. To prepare for a discussion of specific issues in
the second workshop, this first workshop will provide a
basic understanding of the role and different missions of
intelligence, e.g., collection, covert action, analysis, etc.
There are no assigned readings but bring your questions.

World in Transition
Course #CV108
Peter Mermin
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Tuesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
6 Sessions: Jan. 25-Mar. 1
Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90
We will be discussing various topics relating to the current
world situation. Optional materials for the course will be
emailed to participants two weeks before our first class.
The class will be conducted seminar style, with full class
participation. We will consider books, articles, movies, and
personal experiences which may help us illuminate what is
going on in today’s world. Let’s all learn from each other.

Current Events & Global Affairs | Economics & Finance

Economics & Finance

Advanced Investment Analysis
Course #EC117
Lauren Rudd
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Tuesdays: 9-10:20 am
7 Sessions: Jan. 11-Mar. 1
(Note: There is no class on Jan. 25)
Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90
This course will emphasize additional fundamental analysis
and methodology with which to identify investment
opportunities and test investment strategies. Emphasis
will be placed on various research techniques. The overall
purpose of the course is to be able to successfully select
equities with which to build a portfolio.

New: Investing in a Post-Covid World
Course #EC116
Don Hagan and Regan Teague
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Thursdays: 1-2:20 pm
6 Sessions: Jan. 13-Feb. 17
Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90
Uncertainty brings opportunity. The world is changing, and
it appears that the COVID-19 pandemic has expedited
the shift in how business is being conducted along with
the speed at which a new generation of investors are
entering the market. This new generation appears to have a
different investment philosophy than the generation before.
Over the next few weeks, we will discuss some of these
emerging investment themes, such as green energy, shifts
in technology, sports betting, and how to think about them.
This is not your typical investment analysis class.
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Health & Well-Being

Health & Well-Being

New: Living Long and Well

New: Understanding Dementia

Course #HW113
Herbert Cohen
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)

Course #HW129
Bonnie Garvey Spadafora
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)

Mondays: 1-2:20 pm
4 Sessions: Feb. 7-Feb. 28

Mondays: 11 am-12:20 pm
6 Sessions: Jan. 24-Feb. 28

Gold Member: $63
Silver Member: $70

Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90

What are the pathways to living a long and healthy life? We
will explore the factors that are associated with happiness
and better health as people age. Research will be presented
citing five key elements of longevity. You will learn how
to tolerate anger, sorrow, and fear to make positive lifechanging moves to increase joy. The course will also explore
ways you can lower your odds of developing dementia.

Quiet the Mind, Relieve Stress, Find Peace
with Meditation
Course #HW100
Stephen Gillum
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Tuesdays: 9-10:20 am
8 Sessions: Jan. 11-Mar. 1
Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95
In this course, you will learn and practice mind-quieting and
mind-observation techniques, identifying causes of stress,
and learning how to relieve it. We will discuss different styles
of meditation, with emphasis on the actual doing, including
meditation while walking. The approach is non-theistic and
draws on Eckhart Tolle’s ideas and Zen silent illumination.
Be prepared for a life-changing experience that can impart
a deep sense of peace, help lower blood pressure, and help
change compulsive behavior. Two texts are recommended,
but not required for this class: The Power of Now and
Stillness Speaks, both by Eckhart Tolle.

16

Some of us may have already encountered dementia
in family members or friends, and many of us want to
understand it more fully. The reality or even the prospect of
dementia can be frightening and seem overwhelming. What
is dementia? Is it all about Alzheimer’s or are there other
types? Why does it occur? Will I get it? Can I avoid it? We will
discuss these questions and related topics, such as coping
with the emotional impact of dementia, communicating with
a confused person, and dealing with changing behaviors
in a loved one. We will also review legal issues and current
research and treatment options. Class interaction will be
encouraged. There is no required text.

Your Destiny Is In Your Closet
Course #HW103
Gail Condrick
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Thursdays: 9-10:20 am
4 Sessions: Jan. 27-Feb. 17
Gold Member: $63
Silver Member: $70
In this class, you will learn to create a wardrobe that is in
alignment with who you are in your “now” body and life.
The goal is to honor your style and to assist you to feel
empowered and confident. You will learn the psychology
of dressing and the messages your clothes send
subconsciously. You will decode your closet, analyze
what you hold on to and why, plan a new wardrobe that
fits your “destiny” image type, and learn where to shop for
clothing for the new you at any price.

Health & Well-Being | History

New: Discovering Your True Self
Course #HW121
Michael Bommer
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Thursdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
7 Sessions: Jan. 13-Feb. 24
Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90
This class will take you on an inward journey to help you
discover your true essence. Over our lifetime, we have
learned to spend most of our time engaged in external
objects, activities, relationships, and presenting a persona
of acquired roles. The relationship of consciousness
and true self beyond the mind, body, and world will be
explored in this class. We will rely on readings, meditations,
and discussions. Students will come to understand and
experience how connecting with our true selves can lead
to more peace, love, and joy. The book for the course
is Presence, (Volume 1): The Art of Peace and Happiness by
Rupert Spira.

History

New: Human History: The Big Picture
Course #HS148
Alan Grindal
Online
Tuesdays: 9-10:20 am
8 Sessions: Jan. 11-Mar. 1
Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95
Most studies of history are limited to specific time periods or
geographical regions. The brief duration of human life tends
to limit our perspective of long-term and gradual changes.
This course will address a wider and multidisciplinary view
beginning with the origins of life and following the major
trends of human adaptation and progress. We will follow a
lecture/ discussion format.

New: Important, But Unknown Women in
American History
Course #HS149
Ted Russell
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Tuesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
4 Sessions: Jan. 11-Feb. 1
Gold Member: $63
Silver Member: $70
Join us as we explore many accomplishments of American
women in medicine, law, business, and social change. The
odds (and society) were against them, but they never quit.
Learn about persistence at its best.

New: Strange But (Partially) True?
Investigating Sarasota History
Course #HS150
Benita Stambler
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Wednesdays: 9-10:20 am
3 Sessions: Jan. 12-Jan. 26
Gold Member: $54
Silver Member: $60
A local assassination society? A Sarasota mayor murdered?
A CIA spy in the circus? Could these be true? We’re going
to consider local historical events and use them to try and
solve mysteries that involve clues from Sarasota biographies,
locations around town, and historical documents. Portions
of the scenarios will be real, others not so much. Through
examining the evidence provided, class discussions, and
interviews (of each other), we’ll attempt to determine
whodunit. After the proposed solutions, we’ll examine the
real history behind the events. Sometimes truth can be
stranger than fiction. Are you up for the challenge?
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History | Languages

History (cont.)

New: The Roaring 1920s
Course #HS151
Robert Miller
Online
Wednesdays: 1-2:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 12-Mar. 2
Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95
The last time the “Twenties” came around, the decade
changed America profoundly, in manners of the economy,
and how most Americans lived. This course will describe the
highlights of the “Roaring Twenties.”

New: Everything You Wanted to Know
About Zoning and Land Use, and More
Course #HS152
Kenneth Cole
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Thursdays: 9-10:20 am
6 Sessions: Jan. 13-Feb. 17
Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90
Land use laws are surprisingly only about 100 years old. The
U.S. Supreme Court first recognized zoning as constitutional
in the 1920s—and the field has grown tremendously since.
This course will be an overview of both the cases and
statutes that have led to our modern system. It will not
be Florida-specific but will cover the broad national basis
of land use controls. The course will involve reading the
leading cases that have both created and limited the use of
those controls.

New: From Coney Island to Disney World:
the History of the Theme Park
Course #HS153
Gary Cross
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Thursdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
4 Sessions: Feb. 3-Feb. 24
Gold Member: $63
Silver Member: $70
Many of us may remember riding the wooden roller coaster
at the local amusement park as kids and later taking our
kids to Disney World. These playful places tell us a lot about
how growing up in America has changed since Coney Island
introduced the amusement park around 1900 and Disney,
the modern theme park in 1954. Making use of a wide
assortment of images, short films, and original research,
we’ll explore the history of these parks and others, how they
emerged from traditional festivals and modern world’s fairs,
how and why they differed, why some failed and others
survived, and especially what drew people to them. There
will be time for questions and shared memories
are welcomed.
Languages

New: French For Fun: Intermediate
Level French
Course #LA113
Tess Cieux
Online
Thursdays: 1-2:20 pm
6 Sessions: Jan. 13-Feb. 17
Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90
Join us in continuing our study of French language and
culture. Students will gain insight into French society and
civilization through themed dialogues representing everyday
life. The emphasis will be on generating simple, lively
discussions in French, using grammar principles learned
in previous sessions. Scenarios to be developed include:
hosting a French dinner for friends and family; bargaining at
thrift shops and flea markets; visiting popular Parisian tourist
attractions; and, discovering France’s wine regions.
Attendance at former OLLI French classes or intermediate
level of French is desirable. Targeted worksheets developing
extensive vocabulary and advanced grammar will be
provided weekly.
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Literature

Literature

Great Books

New: Short Story Collective

Course #LI01
Robert Kendal
Online

Course #LI116
Debbie Mackler & Tom Miller
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)

Tuesdays: 9-10:20 am
8 Sessions: Jan. 11-Mar. 1

Wednesdays: 11 am-12:30 pm
6 Sessions: Jan. 19-Feb.23

Gold Member: $95
Silver Member: $85.50

Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90

Do you enjoy pondering life’s perennial questions? In
this course, we will explore classic and contemporary
writings, fiction and nonfiction, drawn from The Great
Books Foundation’s publications. Our text for the Winter
semester is The Seven Deadly Sins Sampler available
at store.greatbooks.org or from amazon.com. Participants
are asked to read assigned topics ahead of each class.
For the first class (on “Pride”), please read A Rose for
Emily, by Faulkner (pp. 2-15), and Good Country People,
by O’Connor (pp. 16-41).

New: The New Yorker
Magazine: Conversations
Course #LI125
Alan Freedman
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Tuesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 11-Mar. 1
Gold Member: $95
Silver Member: $85.50
For nearly a century, The New Yorker has been a treasured
source of essays, fiction, cartoons, satire, poetry, criticism,
and reportage, and its writers occupy a unique place in the
pantheon of erudition and wit. In this class, we’ll enjoy the
magazine even more by sharing our knowledge and opinions
on weekly selections from “Shouts & Murmurs,” “The Talk
of the Town,” a work of fiction or non-fiction, and a movie
review or cartoons. Prior to each week’s meeting, you’ll
receive an email naming items from the prior week’s issue to
be discussed, so a subscription (either in print or online) is
necessary. A stimulating conversation is certain!

Love short stories? You’re not alone. Join a collaborative
featuring six different presenters who, each week, will
share their favorite short stories. Read the stories before
class and come prepared to discuss and analyze the tales
together! Story selections will be available online at
www.OLLIatRinglingCollege.org; click on course materials.

New: OLLI Winter Book Club
Course #LI102
Jeff Ryder
Online
Wednesdays: 1-2:30 pm
4 Sessions: Jan. 12-Feb. 23
(Note: Class meets every other week. Extended time.)
Gold Member: $63
Silver Member: $70
If you enjoy reading and discussing books, then this is
the course for you. The Book Club will read four books
with one book being discussed for 90 minutes every other
week. Two of the books will be contemporary fiction; one
non-fiction; one classic. The instructor will select the first
book; the other three will be selected by the class. Topics
of discussion might include but are not limited to theme,
plot, setting, and character. The first book to be read and
discussed will be The Lincoln Highway by Amor Towles.
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Literature | Music Appreciation

Literature (cont.)

Music Appreciation

New: Poetry 101

New: The New Great American Songbook

Course #LI132
Teresa Carson
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)

Course #MA130
Tony Moon
Online

Fridays: 11 am-12:20 pm
3 Sessions: Jan. 14-Jan. 28
Gold Member: $54
Silver Member: $60
Poetry, at its heart, is a never-ending, ever expanding
conversation made up of many voices. In this workshop,
you’ll begin to learn how to listen to that conversation by
close reading a poem or two and adding your voice to
it by writing a poem or two. If you’ve ever said, “I don’t
understand poetry” then this workshop is for you. If you’re
a regular reader of poetry, then this workshop is for you.
Finally, if you’re somewhere between those two poles, then
this workshop is for you.

New: Great Books of Inspiration
Course #LI133
Paula Morris
Online
Thursdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
4 Sessions: Jan. 13-Feb. 3
Gold Member: $63
Silver Member: $70
Do you like to discuss books? Do you enjoy great books you
can read quickly that will uplift your perspective, promote
thought, and elevate your resilience and enjoyment of
life? These days we all need to nourish ourselves with
more inspiration and safe social interaction. This uplifting
class will provide both. Each week we will read a short
but amazing book and then come together to share the
most meaningful parts with each other. A reading list will
be provided upon registration. Books can be borrowed or
purchased in advance of the course. Authors for the class
include Paulo Coelho, Sharon Salzberg, Laura Messina, and
another to be determined.
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Mondays: 1-2:20 pm
7 Sessions: Jan. 10-Feb. 28
(Note: No Class on Jan. 17)
Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90
Everybody is familiar with The Great American Songbook—
musical standards that have been around and recorded by
nearly every singer. These go back at least 60-80 years, but
what about the new songs? Have any jewels been on the
radio in the past several decades, or are they basically all
songs like 96 Tears and Papa-Oom-Mow-Mow? This class
will discover the gems that have become The New Great
American Songbook—the songs we grew up with and have
grown to enjoy from the ’70s until today. Is it really true
that they don’t write ’em like they used to? No, they don’t...
they might be even better! Come join us for this musical
scavenger hunt.

Jewish Music From the Bible to the Present
Course #MA131
Murray Simon
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Wednesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
6 Sessions: Jan. 12-Feb. 16
Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90
Over the centuries, the form and style of Jewish music has
changed dramatically, no more so than in the last 100 years.
In this course, we will trace the development of the various
sounds and styles of Jewish cantorial/liturgical music
over the centuries as well as Israeli, Yiddish, Klezmer, and
Broadway music, using both live and recorded examples.
Come with me on this musical journey through the last 3,000
years of Jewish music. You will leave the class humming a
happy tune.

Music Appreciation

New: Movie Music: Hits From the Hallowed
Halls of Hollywood
Course #MA132
Tony Moon
Online
Tuesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 11-Mar. 1
Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95
Many Hollywood hit movie songs came out of movies we
have probably forgotten about. For example, the well-known
song, Que Será, Será was featured in the movie, The Man
Who Knew Too Much. We’ll discover the newer trend that
started in the ’70s and ’80s—that of placing previously
popular songs in movies like The Big Chill. This practice
often gave new life to forgotten artists and their hits. We’ll
discuss how certain songs got into the movies—making
them famous. We’ll also talk about the politics of the
Oscars; why songs occasionally won without being on the
radio. Come along as we stroll down the Hallowed Halls of
Hollywood—finding nostalgia at every turn.

New: Beethoven’s Musical Magic Explained
Course #MA133
Albert Cohen
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Tuesdays: 1-2:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 11-Mar. 1
Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95
Beethoven created many wonderful works. In almost every
one, he composed with a series of musical devices and
innovative “tricks” to make it sound more unusual and vital.
Even more amazingly, he did so while keeping the music in
the forms and structures of the times. In this course, the
various techniques he used will be revealed and explained.
Excerpts from all nine symphonies, as well as concertos and
overtures, will be heard.

New: The Birth of Modern Jazz
Course #MA134
Martin Adams
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Thursdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 13-Mar. 3
Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95
“Modern Jazz” seemed to suddenly erupt into public
awareness at the end of World War II. It was called “BeBop” at the time, and it represented a revolution against the
popular jazz of the “Swing Era” and big bands. Be-Bop laid
the foundation for modern jazz, evolving shortly into “Cool
Jazz” and “Hard Bop” of the 1950s and beyond. We will learn
how be-bop really evolved and the early years of modern
jazz, and the leading pioneers of the new music and social
changes represented in this music of the era.

New: The Roaring Twenties: Laying
Foundations for Today’s Jazz
Course #MA135
Henry Ettman
Online
Wednesdays: 1-2:30 pm
(Note: Extended time.)
6 Sessions: Jan. 12-Feb. 16
Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90
While the swing era of the ’30s is often viewed as the
“Golden Age of Jazz,” the transformation of earlier American
musical forms (e.g., ragtime and blues) to music called jazz
actually occurred in the 1920s. As jazz spread in American
cities, it produced mass popularity along with rapidlyevolving sophistication of bands and soloists including
Duke Ellington and Louis Armstrong. The Great Migration,
Prohibition, the mob, social dancing crazes, vaudeville,
and new technologies all fueled this rise. Our musical and
sociological journey via archival videos, recordings, oral
histories, and photography will follow the rapid development
of jazz as a cohesive art form and as part of the burgeoning
entertainment industry that has shaped jazz even into the
21st century.
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Music Appreciation | Philosophy & Religion

Music Appreciation (cont.)

New: How Immigration Helped Create
Broadway Musicals
Course #MA136
Emanuel Abramovits
Online
Thursday: 1-2:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 13-Mar. 3
Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95

Philosophy & Religion

The Legacy of Celtic Christianity for Today
Course #PL108
Dent Davis
Online
Tuesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
6 Sessions: Jan. 11-Feb. 15
Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90

Musicals have been a major part of American theater for
many years, and nowhere have they been more loved
and celebrated than Broadway, the theater capital of the
world. We will learn how Showboat, Oklahoma!, My Fair
Lady, Fiddler on the Roof, The Sound of Music, Rent, and
many other shows were conceived and staged by incredible
talents. From vaudeville and Yiddish theater to presentday productions, don’t miss the anecdotes and tales about
the composers, actors, directors, and choreographers that
created an insatiable love affair with the American musical.

Centuries ago Celtic Christianity flourished on the frontiers
of the Roman Empire. Located primarily in Ireland, Britain,
Scotland, and northern Europe, the Celts were marked by
different customs, languages, and beliefs. When the Roman
Empire disintegrated, the Celtic church flourished, producing
saintly leaders such as Patrick and Brigit and leaving an
extraordinary legacy of art and literature. This course offers
the possibility of seeing daily life and spiritual practice
from a different perspective. The class will explore the
rich heritage of Celtic Christianity by examining its history,
beliefs, and practices, and their value for today.

New: French Crooners—Yesterday
and Today

Exploring Modern Dilemmas Through the
Eyes of Jewish Tradition

Course #MA137
Tess Cieux
Online

Course #PL106
Susan Spector
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)

Wednesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
4 Sessions: Jan. 12-Feb. 2

Wednesdays: 9-10:20 am
6 Sessions: Jan. 12-Feb. 16

Gold Member: $63
Silver Member: $70

Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90

Welcome to the “Cool Lounge.” We hope you’re ready for a
taste of nostalgia and the days of the ’40s and ’50s French
Crooners. Be prepared to discover how the French singers
carried on the tradition well into the ‘60s and ’70s. Enjoy the
sound of modern-day French Crooners, who are making the
evening jacket and swing music hip again. Whether backed
by a full orchestra, a big band, or just a piano, the French
Crooners will delight you with their sentimental ballads and
upbeat jazz vibe.

22

Is it a sin to tell a lie? How much profit can a businessman
make? How do we balance economic development with
concern for the environment? What is our responsibility
to the homeless and hungry? Who should have genetic
testing and who should be told the results? What about
the COVID-19 vaccine? These are some of the topics we
will explore from the words of ancient sages to modern
philosophers. All texts will be in English. People of all
faiths are invited to join this class and add their thoughts
as we explore the modern ethical dilemmas we face today.
If students have taken this class before, new topics will
be studied.

Philosophy & Religion | Photography | Psychology

Psychology

New: Spirituality

New: Perspectives | Problems | Possibilities

Course #PL107
Charles Bradt
Online

Course #PY130
Judy Rosemarin
Online

Thursdays: 1-2:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 13-Mar. 3
Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95
We hear many people these days who say, “I’m not
religious but I’m spiritual.” But, we seldom actually talk
about spirituality. This class is an invitation to talk about
it with others who share the same curiosity, and perhaps to
experience a bit of it. This course is designed for respectful
discourse and discussion—not arguments. We will share
our own understandings, explore what fellow students and
history’s mystics have to say. It is for those without fixed
and or deeply-held beliefs about religion or spirituality and
for those open to new perceptions…curious people.

Photography

New: From Separation to Connection—
More Joy of Street Photography
Course #AP143
Barry Bub
Online
Mondays: 11 am-12:20 pm
6 Sessions: Jan. 24-Feb. 28
Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90
This is not your typical photography class. After years of
pandemics, toxic politics, and societal upheaval, many of
us feel the need to reconnect, reenergize, and revitalize.
The good news is that street photography offers a way to
experience beauty, humor, inspiring story, and connection.
This course, based on principles of positive psychology,
is uniquely intended for anyone, photographer or not,
who wishes to fully engage in life. Focus is on visual
literacy and it is intended to enhance one’s way of seeing,
experiencing, and for some, photographing. Students
will have opportunities to submit their own photographs
should they wish, as well as participate in optional outdoor
photography walks, conditions permitting.

Mondays: 9-10:20 am
7 Sessions: Jan. 10-Feb. 28
(Note: No Class on Jan. 17)
Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90
What happens when we doggedly hold onto our treasured
perspectives/points of view? Do we sacrifice something
“sacred” when we change our perspectives? Are we ever too
old to change a point of view about others or ourselves?
We all have our filters and facets, yet the most beautiful
of diamonds sparkle because of myriad facets. You will be
taught how to develop more perspectives/facets of your
own so you can expand your capacity to engage more
effectively with others while maintaining your values.
Classes will be highly interactive, with small discussion
groups and practice learning new skills.

New: The Secret Sauce
of Personal Creativity
Course #PY131
Daniel Steininger
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Tuesdays: 9-10:20 am
8 Sessions: Jan. 11-Mar. 1
Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95
Creativity is a talent and like any other talent or skill can be
learned. This course will help students begin the process of
leading a more creative life. It will include the latest insights
from neuroscientists and cognitive-behavioral psychologists
on creativity and how our minds operate and learn. Students
will be asked to share their personal journeys on how they
began to live a creative life. Students will also learn how to
apply creative tools to their problems and challenges.
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Psychology | Science

Psychology (cont.)

New: Zest For Living: A Toolkit For
Effective Change

Just Because You Think You’re Right
Doesn’t Mean I’m Wrong

Course #PY132
Susan M. Larson
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)

Course #PY101
Herbert Cohen and Anita Cohen
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)

Wednesdays: 9-10:20 am
3 Sessions: Jan. 12-Jan. 26

Wednesdays: 1-2:20 pm
4 Sessions: Feb. 9-Mar. 2

Gold Member: $54
Silver Member: $60

Gold Member: $63
Silver Member: $70

Using Bruce Feiler’s new bestseller, Life is in the Transitions:
Mastering Change at Any Age, we will equip you to more
confidently navigate planned and unplanned transitions.
We will utilize the updated “Transition Process,” “Cycle
of Renewal,” and “Transition Toolkit” in our interactive
discussions. Key topics will be covered including “Triggers
for Change,” “Preparation for Disruptors,” “Lifequakes,”
“ABCs of Meaning,” “Shapeshifting,” and “Setting
Intentions.” This class includes exercises, resources, and
a “Transitions” bibliography.

We each think that we’re right. When we have strong
views, and someone disagrees, we often say they pushed
our buttons, and then we respond emotionally rather than
rationally. Whether it’s politics or personal issues, this
course is a thoughtful, enjoyable, and easy way to discover
new ways to think about communication and have fun doing
it. It is not an instruction in techniques as much as a way
to understand the sources of the things that trigger us and
how to handle them in constructive ways. What we say to
each other can either enhance a real dialogue or make it
difficult to connect.

Making Sense of Your Life
Course #PY129
Mary Ziegler
Online
Wednesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
6 Sessions: Jan. 12-Feb. 16
Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90
To live is to change. Making sense of those changes is one
of life’s great challenges. The field of adult development,
researched for decades, suggests that people never stop
growing and developing regardless of age. This interactive
course includes tools to assist you in reflecting on your
experiences from youth to the present day and guidance
in making the next stage of your journey a positive and
fulfilling one. Key topics for conversation include the lifelong
development of identity, relationships, cognition, and
meaning. Experiences from your life history bring these
topics to life.
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Science

A Guided Tour Through the Universe
Course #SI114
Ken Bechis
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Tuesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
4 Sessions: Jan. 11-Feb. 1
Gold Member: $63
Silver Member: $70
Fasten your seat belts for a guided tour through the
universe. This four-session class includes 1. Our home
territory in space: the Sun, Earth, and Moon. Where did
we come from? Where are we going? What we know, what
we don’t know. 2. Our amazing Solar System: discoveries
and mysteries. Oceans on Jupiter’s and Saturn’s moons, life
in Venus’ atmosphere, thousands of undiscovered Plutos,
Planet X, and a trip to Mars. 3. Our Milky Way Galaxy:
star nurseries, black holes, rogue planets, pulsars, and
spiral arms. Collisions ahead! 4. The Great Beyond: galaxy
clusters, gravitational waves, dark matter, dark energy,
parallel universes, and the end of everything. Join us for this
exciting journey.

Science

New: Science Wednesdays
Course #SI108
Alex Beavers, Ken Bechis, Alan Grindal, and Laura Wazen
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Wednesdays: 1-2:20 pm
4 Sessions: Feb. 2-Feb. 23
Gold Member: $63
Silver Member: $70
The objective of science is to gain an understanding of
nature. This enables us to develop tools that apply Nature’s
Laws to improve our daily lives. Science Wednesdays is a
series of lectures dealing with a broad range of sciences
including physics, biology, health, and medicine.
February 2: Mysteries of Mars with Ken Bechis
Why did astronomers through the mid-20th century believe
Mars was inhabited by a dying, water-starved race of
intelligent, warlike beings? What have our robot explorers
orbiting and off-roading discovered over the last halfcentury? Did Mars once have a thick atmosphere, oceans,
rivers, lakes, and perhaps life? If so, what happened? Take
an exciting trip to the Red Planet to see what we know and
what future astronauts may find.

A Mathematical Stroll—From Constants
to Calculus
Course #SI118
William Lakin
Online
Thursdays: 1-2:20 pm
6 Sessions: Jan. 20-Feb. 24
Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90
From the time of Pythagoras to Newton, mathematics was
developed as a tool to help understand the real world. In
this spirit, this course will provide a survey of mathematics
that uses familiar applications to motivate and illustrate
mathematical ideas. The spectrum covered in this survey
class will begin with the basic concept of constants and
variables and conclude with a geometric approach that
makes the ideas at the heart of calculus more readily
accessible. Experience with mathematics beyond algebra
will be useful but is not essential.

February 9: What is this Digital Economy All About?
with Alex Beavers
This lecture will be a breezy tour of interesting things
evolving out of the “Digital Economy.” Topics covered will
include digital privacy, digital governments, online shopping,
digital currency, bitcoins, non-fungible tokens, social credit
systems, digital streaming, weed-killing robots, cloud
computing, edge computing, and telehealth.
February 16: Understanding the Balance System
with Laura Wazen
Learn the anatomical structures in our body that allow
the brain to determine where we are in space. Signs
and symptoms of balance problems, as well as ideas on
exercises and activities to keep one’s balance system in
shape, will be presented.
February 23: Complications of Long Haul COVID
with Alan Grindal
COVID-19 has swept across the Earth leaving death and
unimaginable suffering in its wake. Less well recognized,
however, are the persistent and often disabling symptoms
resulting from the virus known as “Long Haul COVID.” Its
future health impact has yet to be fully appreciated. This
presentation will discuss the proposed causes, clinical
manifestations, and the still unsatisfactory approaches to
treating this mysterious malady.
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Sports

Sports

New: Cruising Florida’s Coast by Sailboat

New: The G.O.A.T. Course of Sports Movies

Course #SP101
Stan Zimmerman
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)

Course #SP102
Jeffrey Laikind and Fred Cohen
Online

Mondays: 1-2:20 pm
7 Sessions: Jan. 10-Feb. 28
(Note: No Class on Jan. 17)
Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90
This course is designed for people interested in learning the
art of cruising a small sailboat along our coastline, as well
as experienced cruisers new to our waters. Topics include
local weather and currents, coastal navigation without
electronics, cooking and provisioning, safe anchoring,
simplified sail handling, stormy weather tactics, useful gunk
hole anchorages along this coast, and knots cruising sailors
should know. Even old salts can learn something new, and
new salts certainly will benefit from the instructor’s trialand-error lessons of 40 years along this coast and others.
Bring paper and pencil for notes and a 6-foot hank (coiled or
wrapped yarn or twine) of line to practice your knots.
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Wednesdays: 1-2:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 12-Mar. 2
Gold Member: $85.50
Silver Member: $95
In this course, we will seek to find the movie that is the
G.O.A.T (Greatest of all Times) in football and baseball.
During each class, we will view one movie and then have
a discussion about the movie. You will receive some key
questions before the class, and then we will view a film
where either baseball or football are central to the major
theme of the film. These movies are arguably the greatest
about the particular sport. After the discussions, and the
class has viewed all four films, the class will decide which
is the G.O.A.T. We will view The Blind Side, Moneyball,
and other movies to be determined. This is a course for
movie fans as well as sports fans. In future courses we will
explore other sports.

Technology

Technology

New: Our World of Technology Disruption
Course #TC128
Michael Travis
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Mondays: 1-2:20 pm
3 Sessions: Feb. 14-Feb. 28
Gold Member: $54
Silver Member: $60
New and evolving technologies are at the core of our
changing world creating disruptions in business and our
personal lives. In this class, we will explore and discuss
examples of how technology is ever-changing and the
impact it has on all of us. Most disruptions create significant
positive benefits, but they can also adversely impact
businesses and lives that expected the status quo or a
traditional model to have a much longer life.

New: Google Tips and Tricks
Course #TC127
Ronni Loundy
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)

New: IPad Fun: Integrate Photos and Videos
to Create Movies Like a Professional
Course #TC129
Gayle Yaverbaum
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Thursdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
6 Sessions: Jan. 13-Feb. 17
Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90
Apple’s iMovie App provides support for creating delightful
and professional-looking videos from your movies and
photos. In this course, you will learn how to choose and edit
video clips and photos from your photo library, add themes,
titles, overlays, sound, and more to enjoy, and share your
memories like never before. Fun activities and hands-on
practice will help you learn and acquire key skills to build
projects. Participants must be familiar with iPad basics and
bring their iPad to class (fully charged) with the most current
operating system installed.

Wednesdays: 9-10:20 am
4 Sessions: Jan. 12-Feb. 2
Gold Member: $63
Silver Member: $70
In this class, we will dig into some of the hidden features
of Google search, Google Chrome, Gmail, and many other
Google applications. The class will allow you to learn how to
be more efficient in using the applications, as well as learn
about some relatively unknown Google products.
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Writing

Writing

Writers’ Workshop

Memoir Plus

Course #WR107
Ellen Brosnahan and Jo Schmidt
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)

Course #WR111
Ronni Miller
Online

Mondays: 9-10:20 am
7 Sessions: Jan. 10-Feb. 28
(Note: No Class on Jan. 17)

Mondays: 1-2:20 pm
7 Sessions: Jan. 10-Feb. 28
(Note: No Class on Jan. 17)

Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90

Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90

Like to write but have no one with whom to share your
work? In this workshop, members read 5-10 pages of their
finished work or work-in-progress and then have it critiqued
(not criticized) by others. Constructive feedback acts as
a motivating factor for you to edit and revise your writing.
Writers of all experience levels are welcome. All genres are
embraced. This class offers a non-threatening experience
amidst a group of like-minded individuals. If you are
prepared to read at the first session, please bring 15 copies
of your work to the class.

Memoir Plus is a hands-on writing workshop using the
raw material of one’s own life to write fact or fiction
stories. Documenting and expressing these stories is a
way to understand life better. Motivational suggestions
from the Write It Out® program include in-class exercises
and spontaneous writing activities that stimulate feelings,
memories, and experiences. Assignments suggested on the
syllabus incorporate these exercises and allow for individual
interpretation and creativity. The fun of sharing stories in a
Zoom environment promotes pleasure and recognition.

Life On Key: Reliving Your Memories
Through Lyrics

New: Masters of Writing

Course #WR110
Sandy Chase
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Mondays: 1-2:20 pm
3 Sessions: Jan. 24-Feb. 7
Gold Member: $54
Silver Member: $60
Here’s your creative opportunity to embrace lyrics as the
language of the heart and mind. Research has shown
that listening to lyrics and melodies can help improve our
memory and overall health. In this interactive, innovative
music seminar, you will choose a special song from your
personal playlist and share lyrics that evoke memories.
Then you’ll revise the original words—resonating with you
even more—perhaps providing solace, laughter, and/or
special meaning. Voluntary participation will enhance your
experience. We may forget from one moment to the next,
but you’ll never forget your special song—lyrics rewritten
by you.
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Course #WR113
Victoria Frigo
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Tuesdays: 1-2:20 pm
8 Sessions: Jan. 11-Mar. 1
Gold Members: $85.50
Silver Member: $95
This seminar is designed to help avid writers expand their
horizons by deliberately imitating master authors. Just as
art students copy the techniques of great painters, we will
emulate the word patterns and choices of great writers as
a pathway for creating our own individual writing pieces.
Excerpts by Ernest Hemingway, Jack Kerouac, Robert Frost,
Anne Lamott, Mary Oliver, and even William Shakespeare
and other literary masters will be closely followed. There
will be time for participants to share in-class writing, raise
questions, offer comments, and/or take deeper dives into
select authors—based on the group’s interests.

Writing

New: The Art of Observation
Course #WR114
Gail Condrick
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Tuesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
2 Sessions: Feb. 1 & Feb. 8
Gold Member: $40.50
Silver Member: $45
Calling all creatives—writers, photographers, social
dreamers, and artists! If you love to express yourself in
words and art or would like to learn new tips and techniques,
“The Art of Observation” is for you. This class includes
information to help deepen your relationship with the
natural world. It will also help you enhance your well-being,
creativity, writing, art, and teach you how to use images and
words to transform from “nature observer” to “nature lover.”
You will refine your observation skills through private and
group activities with other participants.

Write Away
Course # WR112
Linda Ritt
Online
Wednesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
3 Sessions: Jan. 26-Feb. 9
Gold Members: $54
Silver Member: $60
As a small group, you will experience leaving your “inner
editor” at home and writing with spontaneity to the prompts
provided by the instructor. There will not be a focus on
critiquing or publishing. You will engage in an experience
where we will write together for the sheer joy of creative
and personal expression and growth. In this setting, you will
be able to freely and safely express and awaken some of
those brain cells that may be temporarily idling. Re-energize
your spirit and personal drive to use your sensory feelings
and thoughts as we write together.
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Mail-In Form

Gold Member registration begins Nov. 30 | Silver Member registration beings Dec. 7
Please indicate your choice of course(s) from the list below, then complete all information on the registration form B (p. 31).
Monday
9 – 10:20
Perspectives. Problems. Possibilities. (7) PY130*
Writers’ Workshop (7) WR107
11 – 12:20
Florida Studio Theatre Masterclass (4) AP137
1960s and 1970 Movie Musicals (7) AE137
Understanding Dementia (6) HW129
More Joy of Street Photography (6) AP143*
Miscarriage of Justice: Wrongful Convictions
(7) CV133
1 – 2:20
Living Long and Well (4) HW113
The New Great American Songbook (7) MA130*
Cruising Florida’s Coast By Sailboat (7) SP101
Our World of Technology Disruption (3) TC128
Life on Key: Reliving Memories Through Lyrics
(3) WR110
Memoir Plus (7) WR111*
Tuesday

Wednesday (cont.)
11 – 12:30
Short Story Collective (6) LI116
1 – 2:20
Bold, Beautiful… Bonsai! (2) AP138
The Roaring 1920s (8) HS151*
Just Because You Think You’re Right (4) PY101
Science Wednesdays (4) SI108
G.O.A.T. Course of Sports Movies (8) SP102*
1 – 2:30
OLLI Winter Book Club (4) LI102*
Roaring Twenties: Foundations for Jazz (6) MA135*
Thursday
9 – 10:20
More Magic for the Young At Heart (4) AE113
Awards, Toasts, and Tributes (4) AE138*
Culture Trip 2021 (8) TV108*
Destiny Is In Your Closet (4) HW103
Zoning, Land Use, and More (6) HS152

9 – 10:20
Advanced Investment Analysis (7) EC117
Quiet the Mind (8) HW100
Human History (8) HS148*
Great Books (8) LI101*
Secret Sauce of Personal Creativity (8) PY131

11 – 12:20
Discovering Your True Self (7) HW121
History of the Theme Park (4) HS153
Birth of Modern Jazz (8) MA134
iPad Fun: Create Movies Like a Pro (6) TC129
Great Books of Inspiration (4) LI133*

11 – 12:20
Southeast Asian Politics (8) CV114*
Important Unknown Women (4) HS149
The New Yorker: Conversations (8) LI125
Movie Music (8) MA132*
Legacy of Celtic Christianity (6) PL108*
Guided Tour Through the Universe (4) SI114
Art of Observation (2) WR114
World in Transition (6) CV126
Cultural Tuesdays (6) TV109

1 – 2:20
The Single Family House (8) AP139
Norman Lear in the 1970s (8) AE139*
Investing in a Post-Covid World (6) EC116
How Immigration Helped Broadway Musicals
(8) MA136*
Spirituality (8) PL107*
Mathematical Stroll: Constants to Calculus
(6) SI118*
Listening to Women (7) CV130
French For Fun: Intermediate Level French
(6) LA113*

1 – 2:20
Beethoven’s Musical Magic (8) MA133
Masters of Writing (8) WR113
Wednesday
9 – 10:20
Investigating Sarasota History (3) HS150
Modern Dilemmas Through Eyes of
Jewish Tradition (6) PL106
Zest for Living: Toolkit for Effective Change (3) PY132
Google Tips and Tricks (4) TC127
11 – 12:20
Sarasota’s Public Art (3) AP144
A Crazy World: Maps (8) CV118*
High Impact Supreme Court Cases 2021 (5) CV128*
Jewish Music (6) MA131
Making Sense of Your Life (6) PY129*
Write Away (3) WR112*
French Crooners—Yesterday and Today (4) MA137*
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Friday
9 – 12

Intelligence Perspective on National Security
(1) CV111

11 - 12:20
Poetry 101 (3) LI132
12:30 – 3:30
Aesthetics and Art Criticism (1) AP141*
Napoleon on the Nile (1) AP140
Street Art, Graffiti, Art on the Margins (1) AP142*
* Classes with asterisks take place online.
The number in parenthesis indicates the number of sessions.

Registration Form

Student Information (Please Print Clearly)
Name (as it appears on credit card) _______________________________________________________

I am a new student

Billing Address _______________________________________ City/State/ZIP _______________________________________
Phone Number ______________________________ Email Address ________________________________________________
Return Completed Forms To

Course Information
8-Session Courses
6 & 7-Session Courses
5-Session Courses
4-Session Courses
3-Session Courses
2-Session Courses
1-Session Courses

OLLI at Ringling College
1001 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34236
Photo Policy
By registering for courses, I acknowledge that my
photo may be taken while at the OLLI at Ringling
College and utilized for purposes of promoting the
OLLI. If I do not want my photo utilized, I will step
aside when photos are being taken.

Quantity:
Quantity:
Quantity:
Quantity:
Quantity:
Quantity:
Quantity:

x $95
x $90
x $85
x $70
x $60
x $45
x $30

=$
=$
=$
=$
=$
=$
=$

Subtotal = $
Gold Membership Discount (-10%) = $
		

Top Upper Portion Total = $

Lectures and Special Presentations (No Refunds)
CONNECTIONS (Documentary Film Series)
Monday, Jan. 10 • 2:30-4:30 pm - This Changes Everything

Quantity:

x$

=$

Monday, Feb. 7 • 2:30-4:30 pm - Ballerina Boys

Quantity:

x$

=$

Monday, Feb. 28 • 2:30-4:30 pm - Misha and the Wolves

Quantity:

x$

=$

Friday, Jan. 21 • 1-2:30 pm - The Fire of Frederick Douglass*

Quantity:

x$

=$

Friday, Jan. 28 • 1-2:30 pm - 90 Days in an RV: A Journey Across the U.S.
(This lecture is free to Gold Members. Pre-registration required.)

Quantity:

x$

=$

Thursday, Jan. 27 • 3-4:30 pm - The Holocaust Through the Eyes of a Survivor*
(This lecture is free to Gold Members. Pre-registration required.)

Quantity:

x$

=$

Wednesday, Feb. 16 • 3-4:30 pm - Einstein’s Circle:
The Supreme Court of the United States*

Quantity:

x$

=$

Thursday, Feb. 24 • 3-4:30 pm - Winter Lecture: Florida Listening Tour*
(This lecture is free to Gold Members. Pre-registration required.)

Quantity:

x$

=$

Wednesday, Mar. 2 • 2:30-3:45 pm - The Civil Rights Movement in Florida*

Quantity:

x$

=$

Monday, Jan. 10 • 5-6 pm - Beer: Lecture and Tasting Session

Quantity:

x$

=$

Monday, Jan. 24 • 5-6 pm - Wine: Lecture and Tasting Session

Quantity:

x$

=$

Fees: $12 Gold Members • $15 Silver Members & General Admission
Lectures (Lectures with *asterisks are presented online via Zoom)

Fees: $12 Gold Members • $15 Silver Members & General Admission
Special Event (No Refunds)

Fee: $55 per session / per person. Registration opens Nov. 30 for Gold & Silver Members
& General Admission. (No member discount). Seating is limited.

Subtotal = $

Gold Membership
Benefits

• Early Registration
• 10% Tuition Discount
		
• Free Lectures
• Shared Interest Group Participation

Gold Membership Annual Fee: $85 = $
Silver Membership Annual Fee: $25 = $
Tax-Deductible Donation = $
Final Total = $

Method Of Payment
Check (enclosed)

Credit Card (Full credit card number required. Registration system does not retain card number.)

Visa/MC/Discover/AMEX # _______________________________________ CVV Code ____________

Exp. Date ___________
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CONNECTIONS

Continuing the theme of “Identity” from the fall term, all
three films for winter will focus on what informs our sense
of self and shapes how we present ourselves to the world.
All films will be shown at the Ringling College Museum
Campus (Masks required).
Gold Member: $12
Silver Member & General Admission: $15

Julie Cotton, a member of the
OLLI Advisory Council’s Strategic
Program Planning Committee,
is the coordinator and host of
this series. Julie has a doctorate
in human development and is a
former organizational consultant
and executive coach. She is an
aficionado of documentary films and a skilled facilitator
of group conversations.

This Changes Everything (2019)
Course #FS109
1 hour 37 minutes
Monday, Jan. 10
2:30-4:30 pm
After co-starring in Thelma and Louise,
Geena Davis grew older and roles started
to vanish. Davis realized how unempowered
women were in Hollywood. She is an
executive producer of and is featured in
the documentary that investigates gender
disparity in Hollywood, featuring accounts
from well-known actors, executives, and artists in the film
and TV industry.

Ballerina Boys (2021)
Course #FS110
1 hour
Monday, Feb. 7
2:30-4:30 pm
Ballerina Boys is a portrait of Les Ballets
Trockadero de Monte Carlo (The Trocks),
the world’s foremost all-male comic ballet
company. This charming film interweaves
original interviews and performance
footage to tell the remarkable history of
the company and culminates with their
2019 performance at the Stonewall 50th
anniversary concert at Central Park in New York City. Full of
beauty and fun, Ballerina Boys seduces viewers into facing
issues of gender, inclusion, and social justice.

Misha and the Wolves (2021)
Course #FS111
1 hour 30 minutes
Monday, Feb. 28
2:30-4:30 pm
In 1997, Misha Defonseca’s unbelievable
story of survival in Nazi-occupied Europe
as a child became a worldwide literary
hit. However, after a falling out with the
publisher of her memoir, the Belgian
woman’s claims are investigated by
another Holocaust survivor and shocking
discoveries are made. This stranger-than-fiction Holocaust
detective story is a dizzying puzzle that finds new ways to
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Special Events

Taste of OLLI Lecture Series

OLLI Gallery Tours

We start the winter term with something for the mind
and the taste buds!

Lecture #LC145

The “Taste of OLLI Lecture Series,” features John Dangaran’s
presentations on Beer and Wine at the Bistro at the Sarasota
Art Museum.
Whether you’re a beer devotee or wine aficionado, this fun
and entertaining series is sure to be enlightening. Guests will
sample beers and or wines paired with light bites prepared
by Chef Kaytlin Dangaran
Gold and Silver Members and General Admission:
$55 per lecture/per person
(No member discounts or refunds).
Registration opens November 30 for
Gold and Silver Members and General Admission
Note: Registration is limited to 18 seats for each lecture.

Session 1: Beer
Lecture #LC143
Monday, January 10
5-6 pm
In this lecture we will discuss beer including a brief
history, overview on different methods and styles,
and tastings of some historical beers that are still brewed
and enjoyed today.

Session 2: Wine
Lecture #LC144
Monday, January 24
5-6 pm
Wine is the focus of this lecture and will include a brief
overview on the wine making process. We will discuss
Old World vs. New World, wine laws, terroir, and proper
tasting techniques.

Friday, February 4
2-3:30 pm
Gold and Silver Members: Free
Pre-registration required.
Ever wondered about what goes on behind the scenes of an
art gallery?
Join Ringling College Director and Chief Curator, Tim Jaeger,
on-campus for insights into what goes into the creation and
design of Ringling›s on-campus exhibitions. As you stroll
though five on-campus galleries, you›ll get the opportunity
to get up close and personal with the exhibitions with
Ringling College›s curator as your guide.
Note: There are 10 openings for Gold members and 10
openings for Silver Members.
Information about campus parking and tour start location
will be emailed to registered members one week before the
scheduled tour date.

Tim Jaeger earned his bachelor of
arts with a major in fine arts and a
minor in modern art history from the
Ringling College of Art and Design
in 2002. For over 20 years, he has
maintained his art studio in Sarasota
while participating in numerous solo
and group exhibitions and artist
residencies across the United States and Europe. Tim has
worked for Ringling College of Art and Design for over 15
years. He is the Director and Chief Curator of Galleries
and Exhibitions at Ringling College where he oversees
and curates five on-campus galleries that host over 20
exhibitions each academic year.

John Dangaran currently serves
as the Restaurant Manager for
Constellation Culinary at Bistro
in the Sarasota Art Museum. John’s
service industry journey has taken
him through San Francisco,
New York City, and Miami before
settling in Sarasota with his two boys
and wife, Bistro’s General Manager and Executive
Chef, Kaytlin Dangaran.
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Cultural Tuesdays

New: Cultural Tuesdays
Course #TV109
Speakers: Sarah Hernandez, Yidong Gong,
Hugo Viera-Vargas, Anne Gelbmann,
Megha Vaid, and Judith Levine
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Tuesdays: 11 am-12:20 pm
6 Sessions: Jan. 11-Feb. 15
Gold Member: $81
Silver Member: $90
Culture refers to the total way of life of a particular society
or social group. It encompasses social customs, language,
art, cuisine, festivals, literature, music, religion, and famous
people. Cultural Tuesdays is a series of lectures dealing
with the diversity of arts and social science subjects related
to African, American, Asian, European, Latin American, and
Middle Eastern societies.

January 11: “The Unknown Side of Mexico”
with Sarah Hernandez
In U.S. popular culture and news sources, the main imagery
about Mexico is on immigration, poverty, and crime. In this
session, we will learn about the social movement sector
in Mexico. We will gain a sense of the challenges workers,
indigenous groups, women, and the LGBTQ+ population are
facing and how they are responding.

January 18: “Translatable and Untranslatable:
Chinese Medicine in East Africa” with Yidong Gong  
For decades, “Traditional Chinese Medicine” (TCM),
including acupuncture, has been a significant component of
China’s medical interventions in Africa. This session focuses
on the transmission of TCM to East Africa and tracks the
unexpected transnational connections of medicine between
China and Africa. In this process, different agents participate
in the production of related desires, values, and symbols.
This lecture explores these contradictions and reflects on
the nature of ties between China and Africa today.
January 25: “Foreign in a Domestic Sense:
Puerto Rico’s History During the American Century”
with Hugo Viera-Vargas
Puerto Ricans became U.S. citizens in 1917, precisely
19 years after the Spanish American War of 1898. They
can move freely between the continental United States
and Puerto Rico. Once here, they can work, study, and
actively participate in local and state politics without any
restriction. Yet, they do not have any representation in the
U.S. Congress, nor can they vote in presidential elections
while living on the Island. How can we explain these
inconsistencies? This session will address the conflicting
history of Puerto Rico with the U.S. from the turn of the 20th
century to the present.
February 1: “Experiencing Authentic Italy”
with Anne Gelbmann
Why do so many travelers love Italy? Is it the food, the
people, the beautiful countryside or its art and history? It’s
all those things plus the way of life “real” Italians love to
share with visitors. Take a virtual tour with an experienced
guide (ask her about picking olives in her brother and sisterin-law’s grove in Tuscany) and you will come away wanting
to visit “authentic” Italy for yourself.
February 8: “A Journey Through India—The Land That Gave
Us Om, Bollywood, and Butter Chicken” with Megha Vaid
Come experience the heart and soul of this vast South Asian
subcontinent, known for its astounding diversity of religious,
eclectic food, and myriad dance forms. And who knows, we
might throw in a dance move or two.
February 15: “Explore the Roof of the World—Tibet”
with Judith Levine
Take a trip over the Himalayas and visit the “Roof of the
World” in Tibet. Explore Tibet’s unique culture through its art,
music, religion, and dance. Enjoy Tibetan art and artifacts
collected by Judith on her travels to this sacred place.
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Cultural Tuesdays

Sarah Hernandez is an associate
professor of sociology and
Caribbean and Latin American
studies at New College of Florida.
Born and raised in Mexico, Sarah
attained her bachelor’s degree
at Earlham College (IN) and her
doctorate at the University of
Michigan in sociology. She teaches courses on social
movements, sociology of development, work organization,
Latin American social theory, and the core courses in
sociology. Sarah has done research on a large industrial
cooperative in Mexico, transnational labor collaboration, and
Latin American social theory.
Yidong Gong is an assistant
professor of anthropology at
New College of Florida. His
research interests include medical
anthropology, global health, African
studies, and China studies. In 2019,
Yidong received his doctorate in
cultural anthropology from Duke
University (NC). He worked at Xinhua News Agency in roles
ranging from bilingual feature writer to Pyongyang-based
foreign correspondent.
Hugo Viera-Vargas holds a
doctorate in Latin American history
from Indiana University and is an
assistant professor of Caribbean
and Latin American studies and
music at New College of Florida.
His research and teaching focus
on the intersection of race, gender,
colonialism, and musical expressions in Puerto Rican and
Caribbean societies. He has published in Latin American
Music Review, Centro: Journal of the Center for Puerto Rican
Studies, Musiké, Caribbean Studies, and Revista Cruce.

Megha Vaid is a dentist by
education, a dancer by passion, and
a fitness instructor by profession.
Megha earned her master’s degree
in public health and management
from Thomas Jefferson University
(PA). As a trained classical dancer,
Megha teaches Kathak, an Indian
classical dance form. She also teaches fitness and other
dance classes in Lakewood Ranch. Megha is president of
the Indian Association of Manatee and Sarasota, comprised
of people of Indian and non-Indian origin living in Manasota.
Judith Levine has photographed
the art of Cuba, Tibet, West Africa,
Egypt, and Indonesia. She creates
limited-edition jewelry and owns
Phoenix Art Workshops in Sarasota.
Judith has a bachelor’s degree
in art and art education and a
master’s degree in visual arts from
Montclair State University (NJ), where she was on the art
education faculty.
Carlos Goebels, an OLLI instructor,
is the organizer and host of this
lecture series. Carlos teaches
conversational Spanish, Latin
American culture, and speech
courses and is a former college
instructor and human resources
director. He has a master’s degree
in speech communication and is very active in Sarasota’s
Latino community.

Anne Gelbmann is an instructor
and sought-after travel planner
who has visited Italy more than
20 times since 1998 and loves to
share insights and hidden treasures
most tourists only dream about.
In 2015, Anne decided to share
her passion for Italy with others by
starting her own travel business—“Cuisine, Culture
and Conversation.”
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Listening to Women is made possible, in part, with support from

Listening to Women 2022
Course #CV130
Speakers and Moderators: Liz Walker, Francine Achbar,
Marie Johnson Colbert, Sigrid Olsen, Jamie Coffey,
Felecia Jett, Marion Black-Ruffin, Kathie Westpheling,
Victoria Kasdan, Lena Cambis, Natalie Helm,
Cheeko Matsusaka, Betsy Hudson Traba,
Alma M. Grocki, Leslie Butterfield, Judith Levine,
Sheila McKoy, Dasha Reich, Jada Wing Hang Poon,
Vivian Owen, Katerina Mullen, and Zifeng Zhuo
Ringling College Museum Campus (Masks Required)
Tuesdays: 1-2:20 pm
7 Sessions: Jan. 20-Mar. 3
Gold Member: $81
Silver Member & General Admission: $90
“Listening to Women” is a seven-session series that features
women whose innovations and accomplishments, locally and
globally, are having an impact and influencing lives. Each
week we will meet women who are driven by a cause and
who have the passion and determination to have achieved
outstanding success in a variety of fields.
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Listening to Women 2022
is dedicated to the memory
of Susan Samelson, a
passionate OLLI supporter.

Listening to Women

“Pushing Stained Glass Ceilings and Other High Wire Acts”
January 20
Speaker: Liz Walker
Interviewer: Francine Achbar
Rev. Liz Walker has just stepped down from the pulpit of the
dynamic Roxbury Presbyterian Church in Boston. She also
led a struggling community through the COVID-19 pandemic.
In a career full of big battles and pushing boundaries, the
ministry was the latest in Liz’s multi-career life—from her
role as the first African-American television news anchor at
WBZ-TV in Boston to that of a humanitarian building a girls’
school in South Sudan. Currently, the founder and creator
of a groundbreaking community trauma program being
replicated around the country, Liz has much to share about
healing, reinvention, and learning to live fearlessly.
Liz Walker is a former journalist,
co-founder of a girls’ school in
South Sudan, an ordained
minister, and the creator of a
community trauma healing
program being replicated across
the country. The retired pastor
of Roxbury Presbyterian Church
now leads the Cory Johnson Program for Post
Traumatic Healing.
Francine Achbar was a producer
and executive at WBZ-TV, Boston’s
CBS affiliate, and later was executive
director of the New Center for Arts
and Culture. A multiple Emmy award
winner, she was presented Boston
University’s “Distinguished Alumna”
award. For 25 years, Francine was a
panelist on the nationally syndicated public radio quiz show,
Says You. She currently serves on the Ringling College
Scholarship Committee.

“Full Fashion Spectrum—A Conversation
on History and Vision”
January 27
Speakers: Marie Johnson Colbert and Sigrid Olsen
Moderator: Jamie Coffey
Join fashion trailblazers Marie Johnson Colbert and Sigrid
Olsen as they discuss their personal experiences in the
industry, where they are now, and what the future might
hold in the world of design and retail. As a professor and
specialist in consumer behavior, Marie connects to the
psychology of why we buy what we buy and how these
trends shape society. Sigrid—a master of reinvention—
shares her expertise on navigating the fashion business
and how to build a brand while staying true to yourself. The
conversation between these two dynamic women sharing
personal stories, offering thoughts on fashion in a postpandemic world, and giving visions for innovations is sure to
engage and inspire.
Marie Johnson Colbert has
been a leader in the fashion and
consumer industry for over 50
years. She has mentored and taught
undergraduates and professionals
globally, focusing on consumer
behavior, merchandising, niche
marketing, and minority business
opportunities. Marie is a graduate of Howard University (DC)
and Touro College (NY). She is also a professor at Parsons
School of Design (NY). Marie is well-known for introducing
“camouflage” to the fashion market.
Sigrid Olsen is a seasoned artist,
designer, and entrepreneur,
best known for her nationally
recognized fashion line, launched
over 30 years ago. Today
she lives and works on Siesta
Key—designing clothes,
teaching yoga, and leading
wellness retreats, inspired by being close to nature and
her beloved salty sea.
Jamie Coffey is the executive
director of Hummingbird Projects.
A champion of myriad local to
global non-profit institutions, Jamie
thrives when utilizing her gifts of
connectivity and strategic vision
to bring people together to inspire
meaningful collaboration, change,
and growth. Jamie holds a master’s degree in performance
studies from New York University Tisch School of the Arts
and a bachelor’s degree in English from Rollins College (FL).
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“We Persevered: Successful Women in Science,
Technology, and Healthcare”
February 3
Speakers: Felecia Jett, Marion Black-Ruffin,
and Kathie Westpheling
Moderator: Victoria Kasdan
In this session, you will hear from three dynamic women
who, despite the odds, pursued and excelled in roles in
a wide variety of science and technology-oriented fields.
Today, women represent only 28 percent of the workforce
in STEM-related fields, and in colleges men still significantly
outnumber women majoring in these areas. Felecia, Kathie,
and Marion have built careers with major corporations and
non-profit organizations, continue to be mentors to those
seeking careers in their fields, and are actively involved
in improving and serving our communities. Their stories
and conversation will offer fresh perspectives and focus on
the realities of today’s world in science, technology,
and healthcare.
Felecia Jett has spent more than
35 years in corporate America, lived
in five states, and worked in three
top nutritional and pharmaceutical
organizations. Prior to her retirement,
Felecia spent 12 years in the
beverage industry. She holds two
bachelor of science degrees
from Northwestern University (IL), a master’s of business
administration from Illinois Institute of Technology, and a
doctor of management from the University of Phoenix.
Marion Black-Ruffin was awarded
the coveted “Product Introduction
of the Year” award by PC Magazine
after joining NEC Home Electronics
in 1981 where she was manager of
corporate marketing communications
for seven years. Subsequently, she
was the vice president and account
director at FCB, responsible for major corporate clients.
She retired from Oracle where she was a senior strategic
consultant. Marion is the corresponding secretary of the
Association for the Study of African American Life and
History (ASALH).
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Kathie Westpheling has 50 years
of experience in public health and
non-profit leadership. Her areas of
expertise include primary care and
prevention workforce development
and health IT policy and practice.
Kathie received her master’s degree
in public health from the University of California, Berkeley,
and her bachelor’s degree in nutrition from Simmons
University (MA).
Victoria Kasdan is president of
Mission Made Possible. She is the
recipient of numerous awards, an
author, and a keynote speaker.
Victoria has a bachelor’s degree in
nursing and a master’s degree in
public health from the University
of Illinois. She is a licensed health
insurance agent and holds a certification for Diversity,
Equity & Inclusion from the University of South Florida.

Listening to Women

“Musicians at Work”
February 10
Speakers: Lena Cambis, Natalie Helm,
and Cheeko Matsusaka
Moderator: Betsy Hudson Traba
Five classical musicians from Sarasota Orchestra talk about
their lives and work — bringing music to all corners of our
community. Committed to expanding the power of music
outside of the concert hall, these women have founded
organizations dedicated to bringing live music to people,
wherever they are. From churches and assisted living
facilities to homeless shelters, hospitals, and prisons, these
women are using music to make a difference in the lives of
countless individuals.
Lena Cambis, born and raised in
France, has been a member of the
Sarasota Orchestra violin section
since 2000 and is the co-founder
and CEO of the Sarasota Music
Conservatory, a non-profit music
organization serving the Sarasota
and Manatee communities.
Natalie Helm is the principal cellist of
the Sarasota Orchestra and founder
of Upward Notes, a volunteer-based
organization that brings classical
music out of the concert hall and
into the community.

“From Slippers to Steel-Toed Boots”
February 17
Speaker: Alma M. Grocki, U.S. Navy (Ret.)
Follow Alma M. Grocki’s story from when she entered the
U.S. Naval Academy (its second class of women) through
her career as one of the first women officers on naval
shipyard waterfronts overhauling ships and submarines.
Alma discusses her promotion to Rear Admiral, leading the
reserve engineering duty officer community while juggling
marriage, family, a civilian career, and volunteer work. She
will share anecdotes and observations of this dynamic time
in the nation’s military, plus an update on the integration of
women in today’s Navy.
Rear Admiral Alma M. Grocki
(nee Lau), from Honolulu
graduated in 1981 from the
U.S. Naval Academy. Alma was
the first woman from Hawaii to
enter the academy. In charge of
ship and submarine overhauls
at the shipyard and fleet levels,
she became the senior reserve engineering duty officer,
retiring after 35 years of service.

Cheeko Matsusaka is a cellist
with the Sarasota Orchestra.
In 2014, a personal health crisis
led her to rediscover the role
of music in our overall health
and well-being. Cheeko combines
her performance experience
with her training as a music
practitioner to provide individuals with the best in-themoment comfort care.
Betsy Hudson Traba is the
principal flutist of the Sarasota
Orchestra and a lecturer in the
Symphonic Life course at OLLI.
She authors the official program
notes for Sarasota Orchestra
Masterworks concerts and in
2022 she will host the “Music
Mondays” presentations for the Sarasota Institute of
Lifetime Learning (SILL).
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“The Origins of Our Artistic Paths”
February 24
Speakers: Leslie Butterfield, Judith Levine, Sheila McKoy,
and Dasha Reich
Four artists and advocates of the arts will explore and share
the magical moments that called them to the dance of
diverse careers. These accomplished women discuss their
unique stories and paths, including the influential people
and special places that brought them to careers as artists,
designers, public art experts, and art teachers.
Leslie Butterfield holds a fiber art
degree from Aarhus Art Academy in
Denmark and a master’s of science
degree and doctorate in design
from the University of Minnesota.
Leslie is a practicing artist,
a member of Sarasota’s Public
Art Committee, and co-founder
of Art in Common Places, a public art non-profit
in Sarasota.
Judith Levine has photographed
the art of Tibet, West Africa,
Egypt, and Indonesia. She creates
limited-edition jewelry and owns
Phoenix Art Workshops in Sarasota.
Judith holds a bachelor’s degree
in art and art education and a
master’s degree in visual arts from
Montclair State University (NJ), where she was on the art
education faculty.
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Sheila McKoy relocated to Sarasota
after retiring from the NJ TRANSIT’s
Transit Arts Program where she
commissioned over 160 art projects.
Sheila continues to consult in
the field and is passionate about
connecting artists, organizations,
and individuals with great art opportunities. She is currently
the project manager for the One Heart/Uniting Through
Diversity project in Sarasota.
Andrea Dasha Reich explores the
view that the genetic disposition of
each and every person has stemmed
from the experienced culture they
have been subjected to, resulting
in their DNA. Andrea lived and
breathed art and the Holocaust
daily. Her mother, an artist, writer,
and dissident under Communism highly influenced the
journey this artist has embarked upon both consciously and
unconsciously throughout her career.

Listening to Women

Code Red
March 3
Speakers: Jada Wing Hang Poon, Vivian Owen,
Katerina Mullen, Zifeng Zhuo
Code Red is a whimsical, coming-of-age short film that
deals with the lack of easy access to feminine hygiene
products that girls face in schools. Sixth grader, Karman,
gets her period for the first time at school and skips class
with her best friend Tiffany, to go on a quest in search
of a menstrual pad.
In this session, the filmmakers will discuss the inspiration
behind the film, their dedication to creating a majority
female crew and their desire to bring attention to a
worldwide cause that is ever-present, yet rarely spoken
about—period poverty. Code Red was produced by Ringling
College of Art and Design, crewed by film department
students and alumni, and filmed on location at Girls Inc. of
Sarasota County and Ringling College Studio Labs.
How You Can Help
On the day of this session, we will conduct a period product
collection drive. Please bring a new, unopened package
(or two!) of pads or tampons with you. The filmmakers will
donate all items collected to local Sarasota schools and
aftercare programs.

Katerina Mullen, producer, is a
versatile producer who has worked
as associate producer on Kevin
Smith’s horror film, Kilroy Was Here
and second assistant director on
Beau Bridges’ passion project, Acting:
The First Six Lessons. Katerina holds
a bachelor of fine arts degree in film from Ringling College of
Art and Design.
Zifeng Zhuo is the Soundstage and
Post-Production facilities coordinator
at Ringling College of Art and
Design. She was also producer and
production manager for Acting: The
First Six Lessons, second assistant
director for Kilroy Was Here, and
production coordinator for an indie
feature, Playing Through. Zifeng holds a bachelor of fine arts
degree in film from Ringling College of Art and Design.

Jada Wing Hang Poon, writer/
director, is a freelance filmmaker
working in Toronto, Canada.
Her work includes production
coordinating for TV shows such as
Comedy Night with Rick Mercer,
Roast Battle Canada, and COVID-19
Monitoring Season 3 of Warner Bros.’
Titans. Jada holds a bachelor of fine arts degree in film from
Ringling College of Art and Design.
Vivian Owen, executive producer,
is an educator, screenwriter, and
filmmaker. After writing commercials
and branded content, Vivian taught
at Ringling College of Art and
Design, where she authored the
Branded Entertainment track within
the film department. Vivian holds a
bachelor’s in communications from Xavier University (LA)
and a master’s in advertising from Michigan State University.
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Guest Lecturers

The Fire of Frederick Douglass

90 Days in an RV: A Journey Across the U.S.

Lecture #LC139
Richard “Rick” Bell
Online

Lecture #LC138
Christine Klein
Ringling College Museum Campus

Friday, Jan. 21
2:30-3:30 pm

Friday, Jan. 28
1-2:30 pm

Gold Member: $12
Silver Member and General Admission: $15

Gold Member: Free (pre-registration required)
Silver Member: $15

Frederick Douglass was a visionary—a prophet who
could see a better future that lay just beyond reach. His
talents were nothing short of extraordinary and he put his
exceptional gifts to use in the service of freedom, driving
American slavery into the grave. In this talk, we’ll explore this
many-sided man’s life, family, and career, and consider his
impact upon our modern struggle to advance the cause of
black freedom in the United States.

With no prior experience, Christine Klein and Greg Smith
purchased an RV and spent nine months traveling the
country. In this educational, and sometimes amusing
presentation, Chris shares the good, the bad, and the ugly.
Hear and see the highlights (and the lowlights) of the 62
different places they stayed, including rest areas and a
Walmart parking lot. Learn about the basics of RV living.
You might be inspired to plan your own RV adventure!

Dr. Richard Bell is professor
of history at the University of
Maryland. He is the author of the
new book Stolen: Five Free Boys
Kidnapped into Slavery and their
Astonishing Odyssey Home.
The book was a finalist for the
2020 George Washington Prize
and the 2020 Harriet Tubman Prize. Rick has held major
research fellowships at Yale, Cambridge, and the
Library of Congress and is the recipient of the National
Endowment of the Humanities Public Scholar award.
Rick also serves as a Trustee of the Maryland Center for
History and Culture, as an elected member of the Colonial
Society of Massachusetts, and as a fellow of the Royal
Historical Society.

Christine Klein has spent most
of her career as a freelance
healthcare writer. She leads a class
for OLLI Cincinnati titled Senior
Shake-up to help seniors who
feel stuck explore ways to
make their personal life more
rewarding. Chris is the founder of
www.CardParties.org which aspires to create
unexpected smiles for nursing home residents who feel
alone throughout the United States. She is a lifelong
Cincinnatian who winters on Longboat Key. Chris is 63
and the mother of two beautiful adventurous young adults.
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The Holocaust Through the Eyes
of a Survivor

State, Local, and National Campaigns:
The Civil Rights Movement in Florida

Lecture #LC140
Irving Lubliner
Online

Lecture #LC141
J. Michael Butler
Online

Thursday, Jan. 27
3-4:30 pm

Wednesday, Mar. 2
2:30-3:45 pm

Gold Member: Free (pre-registration required)
Silver Member and General Admission: $15

Gold Member: $12
Silver Member and General Admission: $15

Before she passed away in 1974, Felicia Bornstein Lubliner
wrote about her internment in Polish ghettos and two Nazi
concentration camps, Auschwitz and Gross-Rosen.
Her powerful stories have recently been published by her
son, Irving Lubliner, in “Only Hope: A Survivor’s Stories of
the Holocaust.”
The book’s introduction ends with an invitation: “Follow me
if you will into Auschwitz and spend a day there, and meet
some of the people in the nameless mass of bodies. Try,
if you will, to feel, even for a moment, that you could have
been one of them, that in fact you were one of them.”
Author Susanne Severeid, who hosted an Emmy-winning
PBS documentary about the Holocaust, offered this
testimonial comment about Felicia Bornstein Lubliner: “A
gifted writer, she weaves beauty and humanity into her
writing without sparing the grim details of the horrors of
Auschwitz and the Holocaust…”
Mr. Lubliner, an emeritus professor at Southern Oregon
University and OLLI instructor, has been sharing his mother’s
stories in classrooms for more than 25 years.

The idea that Florida did not experience the tumult of other
Deep South states during the Civil Rights Movement is a
popular misconception. Florida exceptionalism in relationship
to the black freedom struggle is placed in its proper regional
and national perspective. Join us for this informative lecture
and discussion.

Dr. J. Michael Butler is a Kenan
Distinguished Professor of History
at Flagler College, where he has
taught since 2008. He has written
more than 50 essays, book
reviews, and encyclopedia entries
for various academic journals
such as the Journal of Americans
Studies, the Journal of Southern History, the Florida
Historical Quarterly, and Southern Cultures. His 2017
book, Beyond Integration: The Black Freedom Struggle in
Escambia County, Florida, 1960-1980 won a Florida Book
Award in nonfiction.

Join us for this special repeat presentation as Mr. Lubliner
sheds light on his mother’s indomitable spirit, as well as his
experience as a child of Holocaust survivors and his process
in bringing the book to fruition. A question and answer
session follows the lecture.

Irving Lubliner has taught
mathematics for 40 years, at
all levels, kindergarten through
graduate school. He has led
workshops for teachers in 39 states
and given over 350 conference
presentations, including several
keynote addresses. He now teaches
math, music, and literature courses for the OLLI program at
Southern Oregon University, where he also served on the
Council of Directors.
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Florida Listening Tour
Lecture #LC142
Art Levy
Online
Thursday, Feb. 24
3-4:30 pm
Gold Member: Free (pre-registration required)
Silver Member & General Admission: $15
Since 2007, Art Levy’s primary job at Florida Trend magazine
has been traveling the state, interviewing prominent
Floridians for the magazine’s Icon feature. The more than
130 interviews reveal a different side of Florida than the
“Weird Florida” and “Florida Man” versions that have become
so widespread in popular culture today.
This program focuses on a diverse selection of the
interviewees—from artists, writers and entertainers to
educators, activists and entrepreneurs—and demonstrates
the complexity of Florida’s history and culture. You’ll
hear stories from people you’ve probably heard of—Burt
Reynolds, Shaquille O’Neil, Carl Hiaasen, for example—and
people you might not know yet, such as George Allen,
the first African-American student to graduate from the
University of Florida’s law school; Mary Ann Carroll, the
only female artist among the original Florida Highwaymen
painters; Louise Gopher, a Seminole Tribe elder; and Patrick
Smith, author of A Land Remembered, the iconic historical
novel of Florida.

Art Levy, a former reporter and
feature writer for the Sarasota
Herald-Tribune, is an associate
editor of Florida Trend, a statewide
news and business magazine based
in St. Petersburg. A 1984 graduate
of the University of Florida, his
newspaper and magazine stories
have earned more than 25 awards. He is the author of
the University Press of Florida’s Made in Florida: Artists,
Celebrities, Activists, Educators, and Other Icons in the
Sunshine State,” a compilation of 90 of the interviews he
did for Florida Trend. His next book will be about Florida’s
public gardens
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The Supreme Court at Work:
A Behind-The-Scenes Tour
Lecture #LC113
Judithanne McLauchlan
Online
Wednesday, Feb. 16
3-4:30 pm
Gold Member: $12
Silver Member & General Admission: $15
Judithanne McLauchlan, U.S. Constitutional Law professor,
draws on her research and experience working at the U.S.
Supreme Court to take participants on a behind-the-scenes
tour. She will discuss the history and operation of the
Court as well as architectural features of the building. Dr.
McLauchlan will also discuss elements of judicial strategy,
decision-making, and constitutional interpretation.

Dr. Judithanne McLauchlan is an
associate professor of political
science and Founding Director of
the Center for Civic Engagement
at the University of South Florida
St. Petersburg campus, where
she teaches courses in American
Government and Public Law. In
addition to her scholarly research, she has extensive
experience in American government and politics including
work at the U.S. Supreme Court, the U.S. Senate Judiciary
Committee, the U.S. Department of Justice, and the White
House. McLauchlan was a Fulbright Scholar in Moldova
(2010, 2012) and in North Macedonia (2017), focused on
justice sector reform, rule of law and civil society.

Celebrating Florida’s Wild Wonders

Special Event

Celebrating Florida’s Wild Wonders
Event #CF101
Presenters: Leslie K. Poole, Gianna Russo,
Bruce Stephenson, Jean Blackburn, Susan Cerulean,
Pamela Callender, Joe King, and Jono Miller
Ringling College Museum Campus
Friday: March 11
9 am-5 pm
Gold Member: $112.50
Gold Member registration opens on Tuesday, Nov. 30
Silver Member & General Admission: $125
Silver & General Admission registration opens
on Tuesday, Dec. 7
The registration fee includes lunch and a
closing reception.
Inspired by the book The Wilder Heart of Florida (2021),
“Celebrating Florida’s Wild Wonders” offers a unique
opportunity to learn about many of Florida’s natural
treasures and to deepen the understanding and
appreciation of nature in your life. Using the arts as
our vantage point via evocative prose, poetry, painting,
photography, architecture, and film, this event will
engage your heart and mind in celebrating and
safeguarding our precious wild wonders.

Photo courtesy of Jean Blackburn

Save the date: Friday, March 11
“Celebrating Florida’s Wild Wonders”
Guests will have an opportunity to hear a variety
of speaker presentations featuring numerous
artists and environmentalists. The day will also
include short films, breakout sessions, book
signings, and art exhibits. In addition, local
environmental and art groups will offer display
tables and exhibits. Seating is limited.

Presenters include contributing writers, poets, and
environmentalists from The Wilder Heart of Florida:

Other presenters include these notable environmental
writers, artists, and educators:

Leslie K. Poole, co-editor of The Wilder Heart of Florida
and assistant professor of environmental
studies at Rollins College.

Jean Blackburn, contemporary artist, photographer, and
naturalist who celebrates nature and the joy it can bring
to human life.

Gianna Russo, assistant professor of English and
creative writing at Saint Leo University, author of several
poetry collections, and winner of a Florida Book Award.

Susan Cerulean, multiple award-winning writer.
naturalist, earth advocate, and author of three books
including the newly published I Have been Assigned the
Single Bird, A Daughter’s Memoir.

Bruce Stephenson, professor of environmental studies
at Rollins College and author of John Nolen: Landscape
Architect and City Planner.

Pamela Callender, adjunct professor of eco-art
history at Eckerd College, who has created a
unique landscape design project called “Lifelines,
Connecting Natures Habitat.”
Joe King, architect/developer who designed
River Forest, the unique 26 home neighborhood
on the Braden River, set among a lush native
plants landscape.
Jono Miller, educator, activist, and natural historian
who works to understand and protect wild places in
Southwest Florida.
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Making A Gift
Osher Lifelong Learning Institute and Studio + Digital Arts, which are part of the
College’s Continuing Studies program, are a vital and vibrant part of the Sarasota
community. We provide community art and educational opportunities taught by
engaging teachers, speakers, and Ringling College faculty. Our new home on the
Ringling College Museum Campus will become the gold standard for lifelong learning
communities. This new facility provides a thought-provoking setting that creates
opportunities for meaningful dialogue among our learning community through
opportunities to engage with contemporary art and to participate in stimulating
courses and lectures.
Gifts to Continuing Studies enable us to continue providing a wide array of class
offerings, technology, and maker spaces that broadens and inspires the intellectual
curiosity of our students at an affordable cost.
Your gift could support the mission; underwrite a session, workshop, or lecture
series; or another area of your choosing. If you would like to make a gift, please go
to www.ringling.edu/giving, or call us at 941-309-4733.
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Thank You To Our Donors
The Osher Lifelong Learning Institute at Ringling College is grateful to have generous, consistent donors. It is their extra
financial support that allows us to offer an affordable and outstanding program. Donations are always appreciated. The
following honor roll of donors represent gifts given between June 1, 2020 and May 31, 2021.

Community Foundation of Sarasota County
Shirley Foss
Jo Hennelly
The Bernard Osher Foundation
Sam Samelson
Beverly A. Harms and Daniel Rose
Gilbert and Kay Bosse

Gulf Coast Community
Foundation, Inc.

Iberia Bank

Alan and Holly Freedman
Arlene Horowitz

Jeffrey Ryder

Charles and Laurey Stryker

Richard Belle and Marie Pogozelski
Marcia Blacksin
Claudia Bolcik
Carter and Carol Fox
Lon and Leslee Deckard
Susan Hirsch

Susan Larson
Jack and Carmen Merriam
Tom and Sue Miller
Isabel Norton
Rosemarna Pajerski
Jay and Marion Richter

Merle Salus-Herbig
Paul and Anita Sarno
Paul and Deborah Tschirhart
Patricia van der Vorm
Michael Vlaisavljevich
Tony and Lora Wey

Carter and Carol Fox

Patricia Aragon
Alek D. Betancourt
Susan Borozan
Barbara Callahan
Angela Carrubba
Ken and Robin Ettinger
Sandy Fink

Doris and David Finkel
Rifka Glatz
Howard and Anita Harris
Marvin and Orlene Hart
Carol Hartz
Bill and Susan Herring
Louise Klain

Dale Strohl

Carolyn Legg
Robert and Joyce Mailhouse
Hedda Matza-Haughton
Nathan and Winifred Miller
Judson Moulton
Paulette Padanyi
Robert and Elizabeth Pozen

Dr. Nancy L. Reed
Bernice Shor
Tamara Tazzia
Alitza Trumpler

A special thank you to our Gold Members for their generous support through their membership this year. If we inadvertently overlooked your
name, please accept our apologies and contact us to make the correction.
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Thank You To Our Giving Challenge 2020 Donors

Thank you to the Community Foundation of Sarasota for sponsoring the Giving Challenge 2020. Donors to the OLLI Giving
Challenge are listed below.
Anonymous
Sanchia Adye
Ronni Aptekar
Charles L. Blackburn
David A. Blackman
Marcia Blacksin
Susan M. Borozan
Gilbert Bosse
Ellen Brosnahan
Loretta Cahn
Angela Carrubba
Julie Cotton
Lon W. Deckard
Victoria L. Eckl
Nancy F. Enander
Robert Finger
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Carter Fox
Alan Freedman
Clara Gallo
Barbara Gardner
Jo Ellen Grossman
Beverly A. Harms
William H. Hatz
Peggy S. Hayden
James Joseph
Allen Katz
Dale Kowalyk
Scott Kowit
Eugene Kusekoski
Lin L. Lipson
Tracy P. Lux
Peter McAllister

Nathan Miller
Tricia Mire
Zachary Morowitz
Tracy Morra
John Nollen
Janna Overstreet
Rosemarna Pajerski
Julie A. Planck
Irwin Press
Matt Price
Marion Joy Richter
Richard E. Rivera
John Rixse
Van Sanders
Paul Sarno
Eugene A. Schiller

Nancy Schlossberg
Carole Schwartz
Jeney Slusser
Rick Steinmann
J. Alvin Stout
Laurey T. Stryker
Joanne H. Swick
Deborah Trice
Albert Tripodi
Jodie Vashistha
Kathie M. Westpheling
Lora A. Wey
Mara B. Winn
Robert Yamartino
Gayle Yaverbaum
Barbara Zelley

Instructor Biographies

Emanuel Abramovits has been a concerts promoter
since 2000, presenting dozens of shows by international
artists, from Pop icons like Journey, to classical artists
like Itzhak Perlman, staging along the way, epic orchestral
extravaganzas, and winning a prestigious “Event of the
Year” award. While directing the cultural activities of Union
Israelita de Caracas for 11 years, Emanuel has released
multiple books, organized lectures and art exhibits. (p. 22)
Martin Adams began his exposure to jazz as a youth in
clubs in Manhattan, playing gigs and running a jazz radio
program during college. After a career in marketing with
Eastman Kodak, he taught courses in jazz at the Rochester
Institute of Technology (NY) and the Chautauqua Institute
(NY). (p. 21)
Alex Beavers has a doctorate in electrical engineering
and a master’s degree in business administration. Alex
is a veteran high-technology executive, entrepreneur,
and author of 25 papers and two books. His board
memberships include Ringling College of Art and Design,
Chai Energy, and Palma Sola Consulting. His executive
and entrepreneurial experience include Stanford Research
Institute, Schlumberger, GE, Thomson Industries, and three
high-tech ventures. (p. 25)
Ken Bechis retired from Northrop Grumman as chief
scientist in the Space Operations/ Environmental Solutions
Division and Intelligence Systems Sector Distinguished
Technical Fellow. He holds a bachelor’s in astronomy
from Harvard, a master’s of science in physics from
Massachusetts Institute of Technology, a doctorate in
astrophysics from the University of Massachusetts, and
is a former NASA Payload Specialist Astronaut. (pp. 24, 25)
Mike Bommer is a retired university professor teaching
and conducting research in management for 40 years.
He has a bachelor’s and a master’s degree in engineering
and a doctorate in business. For the past 20 years, he has
been a student of Yoga, meditation, Jungian psychology,
Buddhism, and non-duality. (p. 17)
Charles Bradt has taught yoga and meditation for 27 years
and “mindfulness” for 10 years. He has recently “married”
mindfulness with spirituality. He has taught classes,
workshops, and retreats in New York state, North Carolina,
and Florida. He is comfortable discussing deeper questions
that have no rational answers and enjoys exploring them
in gatherings with like-minded people who lead with
curiosity. (p. 23)

Ellen Brosnahan was a middle school language arts teacher
in St. Charles (IL) for many years. As a clinical assistant
professor at Illinois State University, she supervised student
teachers at all grade levels. She holds a bachelor’s degree
in elementary education from Western Illinois University
and a master’s in curriculum and supervision from Northern
Illinois University. (p. 28)
Barry Bub lives and breathes the joy of photography
and delights in helping others advance their abilities and
appreciation of this art form. This passion is combined with
many interests—travel, psychology, philosophy, Gestalt
psychotherapy, spirituality, art, design, and storytelling.
He has long-taught widely in healthcare, lifelong learning
settings, and for retreat centers. Barry, a former family
physician, is a native of South Africa. (p. 23)
Jason Cannon joined Florida Studio Theatre (FST) in 2012
as an associate artist. He is an in-house director and leads
the FST School. Shows directed at FST include Kunstler,
Hand to God, How to Use a Knife, Once, Million Dollar
Quartet, and Butler (among many others). His performance
as Ever Montgomery in Dancing Lessons garnered “Best
Actor of 2015” awards from both Sarasota Magazine and
the Sarasota Herald-Tribune. (p. 10)
Teresa Carson holds master’s of fine arts degrees in Poetry
and in Theatre, both from Sarah Lawrence College (NY).
She is the author of four collections of poetry: Elegy for
a Floater (CavanKerry Press, 2008); My Crooked House
(CavanKerry Press, 2014); The Congress of Human Oddities
(Deerbrook Editions, 2015); and Visit to an Extinct City
(Deerbrook Editions, 2021). She is the co-founder of Art in
Common Places, a Sarasota-based project that aims to put
art in public places so everyone can experience it in their
daily life. (p. 20)
Robert Cassway is an award-winning architect who
has taught at the University of Michigan and Temple
University (PA) and was a visiting lecturer at the University
of Pennsylvania. He has won local, state, and national
awards, and has designed projects throughout the U.S.,
the Bahamas, and Britain. (p. 10)
Sandy Chase has a master’s degree in education. She has
30 years’ experience designing and presenting writing
classes and seminars. Sandy recently facilitated “Life
on Key,” a lyrical-memory seminar praised by Tidewell,
NeuroChallenge, and the Josh Provides foundation. She
is the co-author of The Resolutionary War, and founder
of WordMasters, a writing-editorial service. Collaborating
with Song Partners, Inc., she produced a compact disc
Diamonds and Jeans. (p. 28)
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Tess Cieux is a native Chicagoan with French nationality.
She lived and worked in France for 24 years in the fields
of teaching, tourism, and the environment. Tess travels to
France regularly to visit family and to explore the latest
trends in cuisine, design, and fashion. She incorporates
these unique insights into her classes. (pp. 18, 22)
Albert H. Cohen has worked as a classical music critic for
more than 42 years (20 for a Gannett newspaper in New
Jersey). In Florida, he is a music critic for the Sarasota
Herald-Tribune and Pro-Opera magazine and former music
critic for the Orlando Sentinel and Tampa Bay Times. Albert
was also managing director of the Music Critics Association
of North America for 13 years. (p. 21)

William Cotter is a graduate of Harvard College and
Harvard Law School and was president and professor
of constitutional law at Colby College (ME) for 21 years.
Bill was president of the Africa-America Institute, Ford
Foundation Representative for Colombia and Venezuela, a
White House Fellow, an associate attorney on Wall Street,
a “Crown Counsel” in Nigeria, and a law clerk to a federal
district judge. (p. 14)
Nanette Crist has returned to her love of art after a career
as a corporate lawyer. Instead of writing contracts,
she now pens an art-related blog. Sharing what she’s
seen and learned is half the fun. Her blog can be found
at www.nanettesnewlife.blogspot.com. (p. 10)

Anita Cohen is a former college instructor with a broad
background in communication skills and the relationship
between culture and language. She received her doctorate
from Fordham University (NY) where she researched
the effect of language on cognitive development and
communicative competence. Anita has also acted as a
consultant to corporations and health facilities. (p. 24)

Gary Cross has been fascinated by the dreamworlds of
theme and amusement parks since his childhood in Spokane
(WA). As a 20th century American social and cultural
historian at Penn State University, he spent years exploring
and teaching the history of Coney Island, Disneyland, and
other parks. Gary published his studies in The Playful Crowd,
Consumed Nostalgia, and other books. (p. 18)

Fred Cohen has a law degree as well as a masters in
American History. He is a retired corporate lawyer and
investment banker. (p. 26)

Dent Davis, a retired Presbyterian pastor, graduated
from Vanderbilt University Divinity School (TN) and has
doctorates from Columbia Theological Seminary (GA) and
the University of Tennessee. He has served as faculty at
Columbia Theological Seminary, teaching spiritual growth,
as president of Scott Peck’s Foundation for Community
Encouragement, and as a business consultant. (p. 22)

Herbert Cohen is a psychologist and marriage and family
therapist. He taught at New York University and the State
University of New York (Purchase). Herbert received his
doctorate in psychology from Columbia University (NY) and
is the author of Snap Out of It, a book dealing with stress,
addictions, and anxiety. (pp. 16, 24)
Kenneth Cole III is a retired senior partner specializing in
land use/municipal law with 45 years of experience. He
is a graduate of Bowdoin College (ME) and Cornell Law
(NY). Kenneth served 15 years on the Portland Planning
Board, represented numerous cities and towns, as well as
developers, and is a continuing legal education lecturer on
land use and zoning fundamentals. (p. 18)
Gail Condrick is an author, teacher, and Caroline Myss
archetypal consultant. Gail frequently speaks on topics
of creativity, spirituality, and empowerment; and offers
creativity courses and writing retreats. A University of South
Florida graduate and former communications executive,
Gail is the author/creator of Walking the Grove, Your Destiny
is in Your Closet, Deepen Your Connection with Nature,
and The Art of Observation. (p. 16)
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Henry Ettman has taught adult education jazz courses in
Florida since 2004. As a jazz drummer who studied under
Max Roach, Oscar Peterson, Dizzy Gillespie, and others, and
as a university educator, he has extensive experience in jazz
management and booking, jazz education, and research.
He is currently working with the National Jazz Education
Network. (pp. 21)  
Stephanie Frasher left behind a 16-year career as a docent
at the National Gallery of Art in Washington, D.C. In addition
to being a docent, she presented outreach programs and
did tours for the visually impaired. She is now a part of
the Sarasota Art Museum’s program of Field Guides. Her
love of art and her desire to engage with the public is her
motivation to share with all. (p. 10)
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Alan Freedman has a journalism degree from Boston
University. Until retiring, Alan was public affairs director at
a NYSE-listed company and previously had been a financial
writer and editor. With a special interest in technology and
publishing, Alan has taught iPhone classes to over 600 OLLI
students and continues to explore popular technological and
media topics. (pp. 18, 22)
Victoria Frigo has worked as a freelance writer and editor,
as an adjunct college faculty member in writing and
literature, and as a staff attorney at the Miami-Dade County
Commission on Ethics. (p. 28)
Richard Gelpke has a doctorate in law and policy from
Northeastern University (Boston). He worked in the
department of geography and earth science at the
University of Massachusetts for more than 20 years. His
areas of interest are historical and physical geography,
environmental issues, and mapping. (p. 13)
Stephen Gillum has practiced meditation for more than 35
years. He spent time studying in India, including three years
living in an ashram. His mentors were leading authorities
in the field of mantra and meditation. Stephen practices
his non-theistic style that fuses Eckhart Tolle and Zen and
focuses on relaxing and observing the mind. (p. 16)
Carlos Goebels is a retired college educator and human
resources director with extensive knowledge and experience
in Latin American culture, Spanish, French, ESL, public
speaking, and art. He earned a master’s degree from the
University of Maryland (College Park), and has taught
numerous college and adult education courses. (pp. 12, 35)
Alan Grindal is a neurologist, a consultant at the Memory
Disorder Clinic at Sarasota Memorial Hospital, and is on the
clinical faculty of Florida State University Medical School. He
has taught numerous courses at OLLI at Ringling College on
brain science and history. (pp. 17, 25)
Garry Grossman is a professor of law, an attorney, and a
former software developer. His formal training in facilitating
and public speaking makes him a popular and engaging
teacher and discussion leader at OLLI and elsewhere. (p. 13)

Don Hagan began his career in 1988 with Ned Davis
Research providing research and recommendations to
clients worldwide; he was Chief Sector Analyst and an editor
for many of the firm’s research periodicals. Don is currently
a partner with Day Hagan Asset Management, based in
Sarasota. He has a bachelor’s degree in economics from
the University of Florida and earned his Chartered Financial
Analyst (CFA®) designation in 1994. (p. 15)
Kathrin Harris began practicing bonsai 14 years ago. As a
Sho Fu Bonsai Society member, she helped create Selby
Gardens’ permanent bonsai exhibit. Kathrin works with
visiting bonsai artists and has exhibited trees at Epcot, the
National Exhibit in New York, and Bonsai Societies of Florida
state conventions. (p. 10)
Mark Hogan is a magician who has been performing and
enjoying magic for over 25 years. His passion to share magic
with others has led him to write two books on basic magic
principles for both seniors and younger children. He teaches
at OLLIs (in Sarasota and Ohio) and at Communiversity
to 5th and 6th-grade elementary school magic clubs in
Cincinnati. (p. 12)
Robert Kendal served as a county Government manager in
Maryland for 30 years before moving to Sarasota in 2002.
He has participated for 13 years in Charles Sprandel’s Great
Books class as both a member and occasional weekly
discussion leader. (p. 19)
Andre Krauss is a research fellow at the institute of
sociology at the Romanian Academy (Bucharest) and
holds doctorates in the history of art (University of
Gothenburg, Sweden) and in social psychology (University
of Bucharest, Romania). He is a published art historian
and media psychologist. (p. 11)
Jeffrey Laikind was captain of the team representing the
USA at the World Maccabiah Games 1985-1997. The games
are the third largest Olympic-sanctioned sports competition
in the world. He is a member of the College Squash
Association governing board. Jeffrey attended the Choate
School and Cornell University (NY), where he played varsity
squash and tennis. During his 50-year career in finance he
gave over 500 lectures worldwide. (p. 26)
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William Lakin has a doctorate in applied mathematics.
He received tenure at the University of Toronto, was an
eminent professor of mathematical sciences at Old Dominion
University (VA), and was mathematics department chair at
the University of Vermont, where he is currently professor
emeritus and university scholar. He has also directed
scientific programs at the National Science Foundation
and for NASA. (p. 25)
Susan M. Larson has a master’s degree in education/
counseling from the University of Miami and is a nationally
certified career counselor. Susan specializes in life planning,
reinvention, and transition for adults 50-plus and provides
resources and support for optimal aging. Susan is a
presenter for special studies and Road Scholar programs at
Chautauqua Institution (NY). (p. 24)
Ronni Loundy graduated from Ohio State University with a
degree in mathematics. She continued her graduate work in
software development at Wright State University (OH). Ronni
is a former college software development instructor who
formed her own company that provided custom software
and hardware support. She now provides technical support
for Windows and Android products. (p. 27)
Debbie Mackler is a retired nurse/case manager who has
enjoyed facilitating book clubs, the Big Read, and Short
Story classes in North Carolina and Florida for over 20 years.
Debbie’s inspiration has always come from her twin sister
whose occupation was county library supervisor for almost
25 years. It must be genetic! (p. 19)
Peter Mermin has a bachelor’s degree in philosophy from
Antioch College (OH), a master’s in psychology from the
New School for Social Research (NY), and a doctorate
in psychology from Union Institute (OH). Peter taught at
Southampton College and Suffolk Community College on
Long Island for 34 years. He actively promotes humanistic
and spiritual values. (p. 14)
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Robert Miller holds a bachelor’s degree, a doctorate in
history, and a juris doctorate. Before retiring, he was a senior
professor at the National Defense University. Since retiring
he has taught classes for OLLI in Maryland and Florida,
including courses on the 1950s and 1960s, the American
Revolution, and World War II. (p. 18)
Ronni Miller is a short story writer, novelist, essayist, and
playwright. She is the founder and director of “Write It
Out,” a motivational and expressive writing program for
individuals of all ages, and a Book Midwife (developmental
editor). Ronni has a bachelor’s degree in English from Boston
University and has won awards for her fiction. (p. 28)
Thomas Miller is a retired business owner, educator, and
consultant. He worked in the menswear industry for more
than 40 years in New York state. Since becoming part
of OLLI, Tom has rediscovered his love of literature and
particularly the short-story form. Tom and his wife are yearround residents of Sarasota. (p. 19)
Tony Moon spent 55 successful years in the music
business as an artist, agent, songwriter, producer, and
publisher. Moving to Nashville, Tony became guitarist and
conductor for Brenda Lee. He has won awards with songs
released by well-known artists. Tony currently administers
an entertainment company and does music research for
Sarasota’s Westcoast Black Theatre Troupe. (pp. 20, 21)
Paula Morris is certified by the International Association
of Yoga Therapists and has a private therapy practice in
Sarasota. She is a graduate of Sacred Heart University (CT)
with a master’s degree in education and has been inspiring
clients with the wellness benefits of mind-body practices
since 2007. (p. 20)
Paul Nicholas is a full-time associate artist at Florida
Studio Theatre. On stage, he was in the national tour
of Broadway’s The Curious Incident of the Dog in the
Night-Time, and in over 30 other productions at theaters
all over the country. Paul has a master’s of fine art from
the Academy for classical acting at George Washington
University (DC). (p. 10)
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Linda Ritt enjoys sharing the joys of self-expression with
students. A graduate of Vanderbilt University (TN) she later
worked as an English teacher, dean of students, adjunct
professor in counseling, private practice psychologist, and
staff /student psychologist in London at an International
Baccalaureate Academy. She has a bachelor’s degree in
English and a master’s degree in counseling, plus extensive
post-graduate studies. (p. 29)

Paul Sarno is a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania
and the Columbia Law School. Since 1971, Paul has traveled
to southeast Asia; his most recent trip was to Indonesia in
2019 for a month. He has done extensive reading on the
countries and has memberships in both the Asia Society
and the Burma Studies Group. He has been engaged in a
systematic effort to better understand these countries.
He has taught about this region for 16 years at OLLI. (p. 13)

Jay Rixse, a former senior intelligence and defense official,
was on the National Security Council staff, was responsible
for current intelligence and served as Executive Secretary
at CIA and served as the special assistant to the Secretary
& Deputy Secretary of Defense and as deputy assistant
secretary of defense for Europe & NATO. (p. 14)

Jo Horne Schmidt is an award-winning and critically
acclaimed author. She was also co-author of Parkinson’s
Disease For Dummies. She has taught at the college level
and is a popular presenter of hands-on workshops at writing
seminars and conferences. Her most recent novels are:
The Winterkeeper and Monica’s War. She is currently
working on a memoir about the death of her husband and
her own journey into widowhood. (p. 29)

Judy Rosemarin has a master’s degree in counseling
and a master’s degree in social work. Judy is an executive
coach and co-author of Becoming an Exceptional Executive
Coach. Judy taught at New York University and Baruch
College (NY) and was the original CareerPlus columnist for
the New York Post. (p. 23)
Lauren Rudd is president of Rudd International Asset
Management. He is a syndicated newspaper columnist
who has been writing about Wall Street and the economy
for over 26 years. A recognized public speaker, television
commentator, and publisher of The Rudd Report, Lauren
has a bachelor’s degree in economics and computer science
with high honors from the University of Maryland and did
graduate work for a doctorate in economics at the Wharton
School (PA). (p. 15)
Theodore Russell is a retired attorney from Chicago with a
passion for U.S. history. He received his bachelor’s degree
from Marquette University (WI), his master’s degree in
business administration degree from the University of
Chicago, and his juris doctorate from the Illinois Institute
of Technology. (p. 17)
Jeff Ryder is a two-time Emmy Award-winning writer for his
work on the Guiding Light. He also was vice president of
daytime programming, director of mini-series, and director
of casting at NBC. He recently retired after 20 years as a
professor and associate dean at The University of the Arts
in Philadelphia. (pp. 12, 19)

Murray Simon served as a cantor for Jewish congregations
in Boston and at the Jewish Center in Princeton (NJ),
where he is now cantor emeritus. He earned a master’s
degree in music in voice from the Boston Conservatory of
Music. Murray has lectured at Brandeis University (MA),
Hebrew College (MA), and the Academy for Jewish
Religion (NYC). (p. 20)
Marie-Agnès Sourieau is professor emerita at Fairfield
University (CT). She is a specialist in 19th and 20th century
French and Francophone literature and culture. She has
published extensively and is presently an assistant editor
of The French Review. (p. 11)
Bonnie Garvey Spadafora graduated from nursing school
in Pittsburgh and earned a bachelor’s degree in nursing and
a master’s degree in public health from the University of
South Florida. She was a bedside nurse, a clinical instructor,
and a charge nurse at Sarasota Memorial Hospital. Bonnie
is retired from the nursing faculty at State College of
Florida. (p. 16)
Susan Spector has a bachelor’s degree in education, a
master’s degree in Jewish studies, and has spent her life as
a Jewish educator and community volunteer. She was the
director of Akron Jewish High School and a faculty member
of Akron Melton Adult Mini-School and Kent State University
(Ohio). She has presented Jewish ethics workshops in
Sarasota, Akron (OH), and Chautauqua Institute (NY). (p. 22)
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Benita Stambler worked as a local tour guide for a few
years in and around Sarasota. She volunteered to do
research at Sarasota County Historical Resources and
partnered in designing local history exhibitions for Phillippi
Estate Park and the Elling Eide Center in Sarasota. She
previously taught “Mysterious Florida” for OLLI. (p. 17)

Laura Wazen is a physical therapist and owner of Equinox
Physical Therapy in Sarasota. Prior to moving to Florida, she
was supervisor of physical therapy services at Lenox Hill
Hospital in Manhattan. Recent accomplishments include coauthoring a chapter in a medical book on the evaluation of
the “Dizzy Patient.” (p. 25)

Daniel Steininger is an author, columnist, speaker (both
nationally and internationally) focusing on creativity and
innovation. He is a graduate of the Boston University school
of law. Daniel was CEO of a major corporation and added
over $1 billion in revenues. He also headed the Port of
Milwaukee that became the fastest growing port on the
Great Lakes. (p. 23)

Gayle Yaverbaum is professor emerita at Pennsylvania State
University. Gayle was the director of information technology
programs at Penn State (Harrisburg) and an information
technology teacher for more than 25 years. She has a
bachelor’s degree in business from Penn State and master’s
and doctorate degrees in computer science from Temple
University (PA). (p. 27)

Rick Steinmann is a retired criminal justice professor
with a long-term interest in wrongful convictions. He
has taught several seminars on the topic, including to
undergraduates at the University of South Florida. He
earned a bachelor’s in sociology, a master’s in criminal
justice, and has a J.D. degree. (p. 14)

Mary Ziegler is a retired professor from the University
of Tennessee. She has a doctorate in adult learning
from Columbia University (NY) and a master’s degree in
counseling from the University of South Florida. How adults
continue to learn, grow, and change across their lifetimes
has been Mary’s career-long passion. (p. 24)

Regan Teague is a graduate of Ashland University
(Ohio). Regan is a portfolio manager and lead trader for all
of Day Hagan’s proprietary strategies and funds which total
nearly $1B in AUM. Regan received his Chartered Financial
Analyst (CFA®) designation in 2019. (p. 15)

Stan Zimmerman teaches Florida history at OLLI. He has
sailed both coasts of Florida extensively in small boats, none
larger than 23 feet. He is a retired journalist and learned to
sail off Siesta Key Beach. (p. 26)

Michael Travis was a consulting managing partner, a CEO
of technology businesses, and was selected as a “Top 25
Consultant” by Consulting Magazine. Since retirement,
he has served as business school faculty at Wake Forest
University and the University of South Florida teaching
undergraduate and graduate level information technology
courses. (p. 27)
Diane Walsh was a television producer in Los Angeles for
20 years and received an Emmy nomination for her work
on Hallmark Hall of Fame’s A Place for Annie, starring Sissy
Spacek. Diane also served as director of programming for
the Family Channel and recently retired as director of the
Writing for Film and TV Program for the University of the
Arts in Philadelphia. (p. 12)
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Who Are We? We are Ringling College Continuing Studies (RCCS)

S+DA offers visual arts learning

OLLI at Ringling College is a

EAC is the Englwood Art Center

experiences for preteens to

member of the prestigious

located to the south of Sarasota.

adults. Designed to engage

Osher Lifelong Learning Institute

EAC focuses on on education,

students of all levels and advance

network. OLLI programs include

exhibitions, and events. In

skills, subjects range from

courses, workshops, and lectures.

addition to four galleries for

painting, drawing, and ceramics

Courses are held year-round

exhibitions, the EAC houses

to photography, digital illustration,

online and at the Ringling College

two well-equipped 2D studio

and more. Classes are held online,

Museum Campus. OLLI courses

classrooms, a pottery studio,

as well as on the Ringling College

are non-credit and based on a

a digital media studio, and a

Museum Campus and at Ringling

liberal arts curriculum. There are

lending library.

College of Art and Design.

no grades and no tests. Courses
are offered purely for the joy
of learning.

Ringling College’s PreCollege program is a 4-week academic experience
for high school students ages 16-18. Students are enrolled in two immersion
courses for in-depth study with Ringling faculty and four core studio
courses to build a strong foundation. Students can also attend a series of
elective mini-workshops and enjoy a robust Student Life program. Students
who complete the program successfully earn 3 college credits.

Where Are We?
S+DA and OLLI staff and courses are primarily located on the Ringling College Museum Campus. The Museum Campus
shares its location with the Sarasota Art Museum, now housed in the historic Sarasota High School.
Ringling College Museum Campus

Englewood Art Center (EAC)

1001 S. Tamiami Trail, Sarasota, FL 34236

350 S. McCall Road, Englewood, FL 34223

(941) 955-8866 | scs@ringling.edu

(941) 474-5548 | eac@ringling.edu

Learn More
Online course catalogs:

Register for courses:

Ringling College PreCollege:

www.ringling.edu/scs

https://rcad.augusoft.net/

www.ringling.edu/PreCollege
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1001 S. Tamiami Trail
Sarasota, FL 34236-9117

